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vi PREFACE. 

made more important discoveries, nor has enr 
philosophy with more, or more iii<:^enius soluti( 
the phenomena of nature. We have supposed 
Rittcnhousc second to no astronomer living; tl 
genius he must be the firST, because he is 
taught," &c. 

In philosophy, England can boast of a Baco 
most eminent professor in this science the worl 
ever produced. The Essay« of this great wri 
one or the best proofs we can adduce of his 
scendant abilities; and America claims the enl 
•ned FRARKLiar, a man who has not left his < 
behind him, and whose Life and Writings ar 
■ubiect of the following sheets. 

To say more in this place of our Author, won 
anticipating what is hereafter mentioned : it 
therefore only be necessary to add, that due attei 
has been paid to the selection of such of his pro 
tions tti may be adapted to general perusal. 
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■r DEAR SON, 

I HAVE amused myself with collectine: somrt little 
anecdotes of my family. You may remember the 
inquiries I made, when you were with me in En^^- 
land, among eiichofmy relations as were then Jiv- 
ing; and the journey I undertook for that purpose. 
To bo ac(]|unintcd with the particulars of my parent' 
age and life, many of which are unknown to you, I 
flatter myself will aflbrd the same pleasure to you as 
to me. i shall relate them upon paper: it will bo. an 
ag^reeable employment of a week's uninterrupted 
leisure, which I promise myself durin;; my present 
retirement in the country. There are also other mo- 
tives which induce mo to the undertaking. From tho 
bosom of poverty and obscurity, in which I drew my 
first breath, and spent my earliest years, I have raised 
myself to n Ftate of opulence, and to some degree of 
celebrity in the world. A constant good fortuna haa 
attended me through every period of life to my prea- 
•nt advanced ago ; and my descendants may be de- 
sirous of learning what were the means of which I 
made use, and which, thanks to the assisting band of 
Providence, have proved so eminently successful.''— 
They may also, snould they ever i>e placed in a si- 
milar situation, derive some advantage from my nar- 
rative. 

Wiicn I reflect, as I frequently do, upon the felicity 
I have enjoyed. I sometimes say^o myself, that were 
the offer made true; 1 would engage to tun %(|Kv.ti)Vt««k 
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beginning to end, the Bamo career of lii 
frould asK, shouKl be the privilege of an fl 
correct, in a second edition, certain errors o 
I eoiild wirfh; likewisie, if it were in wy ■ 
change some trivial incidents and evcutc! f 
more favourable. Were this, however, de 
still would I not decline the offer. But s 
petition of life cannot take place, there i 
which, in my opinion, i>o noarlj resembles 
call to mind ail its circuini!tances, and, 
their resembhmco more durable, commit 
writing. By thus employing mvHolf, 1 ehal 
the inclination, so natural in old men, U 
themselves and their expl(»its, and may fre< 
my bent, without bcin;r tirosumo to those v 
respect to my age, might think theniPclves • 
listen to me : as they will bo at liberty to n 
not as they please. In fine, and I may as ^ 
it, since nobody would boliovo me were I to 
1 shall, pcrhaos, by this employment, gr 
▼anity. Scarcely, indeed, have I ever heanl o 
introductory phrose, '* I moij say tcitlwut vij, 
some striking and characteristic instance 
has immediately followed. The general! 
hate vanity in others, however strongly the 
tinctured with it themselvt-s : for myself, I 
aanco to it wherever i meet with it.persuat 
is ftdvQDtageous, as well to the individual 
governs, as to tho^e who are within the spl 
infiuence. Of conse-juence, it would, in mn 
not be wholly absurd, that a man should ' 
▼anity among the other sweets of life and gi 
to Providence for the blcpping. 

And here let me with all humility ncknowl 
to Divine Providence I nni indebted for the 
have hitherto enjoyed. It is that power ale 
has furnished mo with the means 1 have t 
and that has crowned them with success, 
in this refspect, leads me to hope, though 
count upon it, that the Divine goodness w 
exercised towards me, either by prolonging 
lion of my happiness to the close of life, o 
m£ mo fc^rt jtude tai support any mcknchol 
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which may happen to me, as to so in.my others. My 
future fortune ia unknown but t(t lliui in wl)o<o han'ii 
k our destiny, and who can mukeuur very atllictioas 
lobservient to our benefit. 

Oneof my uncles, deiiiruiis, liktMnvself, ofcollcct- 
mg anecdotes of our family, cavc liu* so'tic notes, 
from iffbich I have derived many particulars re.-ipecr- 
iDj our ancestors. From these I U'uni. thiit titey liaj 
lived in the same Tlllaj;o (tlaton. in Northampton- 
shire,) upon a freehold of ahout thirty acri*^, for the 
inace at least of thrco hunilnJ yours. Jlow long; 
tney had resided there, prior to tlmi ptrit-d. my un- 
cle had been unable to discover; prt>l.ubly ovor since 
the institution of surnames, wIumi thoy took the ap- 
pellation of Franklin which htiJ t'onn^'rly been the 
name of a particular order of iinli^iiluiils.** 

This petty estate wuuM nut have ^utliccd for their 

* As a proof that Pronkilu was nncii'iiily th-^ coinmon name 
•fan order or r auk in KiijrI-inil. ;><>.> 'n [n • I\irtos u.\ l)r /.i,v. 
iibus /eg-ujn Anglifr^ writtrn Mlioirtlic vtMi- III..-, in which ia 
the following paMnjfc, to i'lov/ that jTifO ■ .-.irK'S mijlit eubily 
be formed iu auy pirt of Eiiirluirl. 

" Refcio etiam ilia, ita rosp»*rsa re Vrn ; o n«t JMrfrfroriiti* 
Itrrar Hiri et asrorum, quod in eu vill l.i timi p trva rcpiviri 
non potcrit, ia qau uou eat ;m</i r, n-ui :• , v-,! p.ite--'auiilias, 
quails ibidnm y VanWfit vultruritit ww c\\\ <.ti , .: iignici ilit:it:i« 
poSBCHionibuSi occ non libV'ri> to r t » i>i :,]ii rifnti plu imi, 
■uisi patrimruiis auSciruttd, ad i'.a-ien i.ni .i:rat,:iu, in foriua 
prac- otata." 

"Aforeovcr, the fame coiuiiry i^ «o ' II d mi! roph^ni hcd 
with landed moiine, that ihcrri i >o - v.- II .i i ,or c c .r.u t lie 
foii'id wherein divelloth not u kni^hr. a* <> ijiii c, nr s <:li a 
houaoholdor as is tbcro co:iim >iily c.d ■ d i .' / I'.'i-i, (in ioUod 
tiith great po«sc3sioni< ; an i dI>o other rri>i>lK)I>l«Td ud inuny 
yoomon, able fur thoirii\clil:ocdio iii.iki' ti .■.-.y in .or u iiforo- 
Cio;itioned." 0'</ '/ r 'iiylafinn. 

Chaucer too, calls his rotm'ry jjo tlo'vi-. a ./■ -vVPn ; :jnd, 
nftcr describing his good houat'.e';, i: ifi t u-: chAructcrixKM 

This worthy frnnklin bore n \nir<o. of "^ilk 
Fix*d to his girdle, wi»it« nf* inorniuir milk; 
Knii^ht of the shire, fir^t jn-^fico ot'ih' assize, 
To help the poor, the (toiihtt'iii to uiivisp. 
In all employments, gonurous, ^uhI, ^\ft\vniV<^, 
Jieaown'd /br courtesy, hy aU b«\oVt\. 

A2 
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subsistence, had they not added the trade of black* 
smith, wliich was perpciualed in the fumily down to 
ray uncle's time, tiie. eldest son having been uniforoi" 
\y brought up to liiis employment ; a custom which 
both he and my fuilicr observed with respect to)lieJr 
eldest sons. 

In the rcRenrches I mode at Eaton, I found no ae» 
count of their births, marriages, and deaths; earlier 
than tho year 1555; the parish register not extend- 
ing farther back then that period. This register in- 
formed me, that I was the younj^cpt son of the young* 
est branrh of the family, counting five gonerationa* 
My grandfuilicr, Thoinus, was born in 1598, lived at 
Eaton till he was too old to c<intinne his trade, whea 
he retired toBunhury, in Oxfurdshire, where his son 
John, who was a d^er, rcsiiled, and with whom my 
father was a))pronticed. He died, and was buried 
there : we saw his' nionument in 1758. His eldest 
son lived in the family house at Eaton, which he bj9- 
Cjueathed, with the land belonging to it, to his only 
(laughter, who, in concert with lier husband, Mr. 
Fisher, of Willinshorongh, afterwards sold it to Mr. 
Estead, the present proprietor. 

My grandfather had four surviving sons, Thomas, 
John, Benjamin, and Josias. 1 shall give yon such 
particulars of them as my memory will furnish, not 
having my pa[)ers here,' in whicli you will fmd a 
more minute account, if they arc not lost during toy 
absence. 

Thomas had learned the trade of a blacksmith un- 
der his father; but, possessing a good natural under- 
atanding, he improved it by study, at the solicitation 
of a gentleman of the name of Palmer, who was at 
that time the principal inhabitant of the village, and 
who encouraged, in like manner, all my uncles to 
cultivate their minds. Thomas thus rendered him- 
self competent to the functions of a country attorney ; 
soon became an essential personage in the afTairs of 
the village ; and was one of the chief movers of every 
public enterprise, as well relative to the country as the 
town of Northampton. ^ A variety of remarkable in- 
cidents were told of him at Eaton. After cnjoyinr 
. the esteem and patronage of Lord Halifax, be died 
' Jaauary 6, J 702, precisely four yeors before 1 woa' 
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born. The recital that was made aae of his life and 

, character, by some aged pernons of the villnge, struck 
you, I remember, as extraordinary, from its analogy 
to what you knew of myself. "Had he died,'* said 
youy '\ju8t four years later, one migiit have supposed 
a transmigration of souls.'' 

John to the best of my belief, was brought up to tha 
trade of a wool-dier* 

Benjamin served his apprenticeship in London to 
a silk-dier. He was an industrious man; I remem- 
ber him well; for, while I was a child, he joined my 
father at Boston, and lived for some years in the house 

. with us. A particular aiTection had always subsisted 
between my father and him ; and I wss his god-son. 
He arrived to a great age. He left behind him two 
(quarto volumes of poems in manuscript, consisting of 
little fugitive pieces addressed to his friends, lie had 
invented a short-hand, which he taught me, but hav- 
ing never made use of it, I have now forgotten it. 
He was a'man of piety, and a constant attendant on 
the best preachers, whose sermons he took a pleasure 
in writing down according to the oxpeditory method 

*he had devised. Many volumes were thus collected 
by him. He was also extremely fund of politics; too 
much so, perhaps, for his situation. I lately found 
in London a collection which he had made of all the 
principal pamphlets relative to public affairs, from 
the year 1641 to 1717. Many volumes arc wanting, 
at appears by the series of numbers ; but there still 

.remain eight in folio, and twenty- four in quarto and 
octavo. The collection had fallen into the hands of 
a eecond-hand bookseller, who knowing mc by hav- 
ing sold me some books, brought it to mo. My uncle 
itseems, had left it behind him on his departure for 
America about fifty years ago. T found various notes 

>of his writing in the margins. His grandson, Samuel, 
il now living at Boston. 

Our humble family had early embraced the Refor- 
mation. They remained faithfully attached during 
the reign of Queen Mary, when they were in dan^et 
of beingmolested on account of theu 7.Qtv\ ^.^qVcv&X '^^- 
pery. They had an English B*ib\e, rwA, \o eotv<ic."«\ 

Jtmmore securely, they conceWe^ \)i^ ^tov^^^.^^ 
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fastening it open, xshh pack thrcnrls across 
on the insi<ie of the lid of the close-stool, 
great-erandfjither wished to rend to his fnn 
versed the lid of ihe close-stool upon liis 1 
passed the leaves from cne side to the otl 
were held down on eiuh by the pnck-thr 
of the children was stniioned at the door, 
tico if he sow the proctor (an ofTu-er of th 
court) make his np{ieariince : in that rose, 
restored to its i»lju-e. with tin* hihle conccj 
it as before. 1 hi.d this anecdote from my 
jomin. 

The whole f»n)ily preserved its nttaehr 
Church of Eusrhind till tt)wnrds the close o 
of Chnrles H. when ecriiiiii iniiiisters. wh< 
rejected ns non<-oiifi rnii««ts. havinp: held C( 
in'Northtinii)tonsliire, they were joined l'\ 
nnd J(isias, whe adhered to tliriii ever after, 
of the faniily eonrmiied in the |]pisoo))al cl 

My father Josins. innrried early in lire, 
with his wile and linen children, to Kev 
about the vear lOHii. C** uvciiiicles beinp n 
prohibite(f by law, and rrcfiuently di.-tui 
considerable jjcrs^ons of bin aefMniintancc ( 
to go to Anierien. where tln'V Imped toenj 
exercise of their religion, and my father w 
ed on to nccomjMiny tlTin. 

Wv father had also bv the snive wife, foi 
born in Auipricn. and ten others by a se 
makino: in all sevrut<'en. 1 remember to 
thirteen seated torriMhei at his table, who 
at years of maturity, an<l were married, 
last of the sous, anil the younirest child, 
two duusrhters 1 was born nt IJoston, in 
land. My mother, the src )nd wife, was . 
ger, douphter of I Vt»*r Folirer. one of the fir» 
of New-Eneland, ((f whom Coiion Mather r 
orable mention, in bis Ecclesiastical Hist 
province, as *'« fim/s cmd homed Kn relish 
riplitly recollect bis expression. I have b 
his liavinpf written n variety of little pieces ; 
appears to bo only one in print, which . 
^wjr yeara ogo, 'it was puV)\iB\\cdmxV\« 
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wA m !n fainiliar verse, agreeable to the ta«te of the 
times and the country. The anther addresses himself 
to the governors for the time being, speaks for liberty 
of conscience, and in fuvor of the anabaptists, qua- 
kers, and other sectaiie^, who had suflcrcd perse- 
cution. To this perRcciition he attributes the wars 
with the natives, and other calamities which afflict- 
ed the country, regarding them as the judgments of 
God in punishment of ku odious an oiTonce, and he 
exhorts the government to the repeal of laws so con- 

Itrary to charity. The poem appeared to be written 
with a manly freedom and a pleasing simplicity. I 
J' recollect the six conehiding lines, though 1 have for- 
I gotten the order of H<>rds of the two first : the sense 
r of which was, that hi^» censures were dictated by 
benevolence, and that, of (Minscquoncc, he wished to 
be known as the author; Ix^cousc, suid he, I hate 
from my very soul dis.^imulation. 

From Sherburn,* where I dwell, 

I therefore |)ut my nnme, 
Your frieud; who means you well, 

PETEK rOLGER. 

My brothers were all put apprentfccs to diflfcrent 
trades. With respect lo myself, I was sent, at the 
age of eiglu years, to n grumtnar-school. My father 
destined ma for the chunrh, and already regarded 
me as the chaplain of my Otmily. The promptitude 
with which, from my infancy, I had learned to read, 
for I do not remember to ha\e been ever v.'ithout this 
acquirement, and the enconrngoment of his friends, 
who assured him that I should one day certainly be- 
come a man of letters, confirmed him in this design. 
My uncle ISenJamin approved also of the scheme, and 
promised to give me all his volumes of sermons, writ- 
ten, aslhavesaid, in the short hand of his invention, 
if 1 would take the pains to learn it. 

I remained, however, scarcely o year at the gram- 
mar-school, although in this short interval. I had risen 
from the middle to the head of my class , fronv\.\\«w^^ 

* Town in the Island of lSaTV\>3ieYftX». 
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to the elasfl immediately above, and waa to pass at 
the end of tlie year, to the one next in order. But 
my father, burthened with a numerous family, found 
that he was incapable, without subjecting himself to 
difficulties, of providing for tlie expenses of a colle- 
giate education : and considering besides, as I heard 
him say to his friends, that persons so educated were 
often poorly provided for, he renounced his first inten- 
tions, took me from the grammar-school, and sent mo 
to a school for writing and arithmetic, bept by Mr. 
George Brown well, who was a skilful master, and 
succeeded very well in his profession by employing 
gentle means only ; and such as were calculated to 
encoura<re his scholars. Under him, I soon acquired 
an excellent hand ; hut I failed iu arithmetic, and 
made therein no sort of progress. 

At ten years of age, 1 was called home to assist my 
father in his occupation, which was that of soap-boil- 
er and tallow chandler: a business to which he had 
served no apprenticeship, hut which he embraced on 
his arrival iu New England, because he found his 
own, that of dier, in too little request to enable hini 
to maintain his fainily. I was accordingly employed 
in cutting the wicks, (illiiig the moulds, taking care 
of the shop, carrying mesisagos, &c. 

This business displeas^rd me, ond I felt a strong 
inclination for a sea lifi^ ; but my father set his face 
against it. The vicinity of the water, however gave 
me frequent opportunities of venturing myself both 
upon and within it, au<l I soon acquired the art of 
swimming and of managing a boat When embark* 
ed \¥ith other children, the helm was commonly de- 
puted to me, particuUirly on difficult occasions; and 
in every other project I was almost always the lead- 
er of the troop, whom I sometimes involved in em- 
barrasments. I shall give an instance of this, which 
demonstrates an early disposition of mind for publio 
enterprise, though the one iu question was not con* 
ducted bj^ justice. 

The mill-pund was terminated on one side by a 
marsh, upon the borders of which we were accus- 
tomed to take our stand, at high water, to angle for 
JJ £sb. By dint of walkingi ^re Uad co\i<i«i\Ad, 
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perfect qutigmWe, Mypropopal was to erect a wharf 
that ehould afford us finn footing; ond I pointed out 
to my companione a lar^^e iionp of sionen, intended 
fortho building a new jioiise near the marsh, and 
which were well adapted for our purpose. Accord- 
ingly, when the v/orkmcn retired in the evening, I 
aaserabled a number of my piny fellows, and by la- 
bouring diligently, like ants, sometimes four of us uni- 
ting our strengtli to carry a Kincrle sttme, we removed 
them all, and constructed our little quay. The work- 
men were surprised the next morning nt not finding 
their stones which had been conveyed to our wharf. 
Inquiries were made respecting- the authors of this 
conveyance ; wo were discovered ; complaints were 
exhibited arainst us ; and many of us underwent cor- 
rection on tlie part of our parents ; and though I stren- 
uously defended the utility of the work, my father at 
length convinced me, tl.ut nothing which was not 
ctrictly honest could be useful. 

It will not, perhaps, be uninteresting toyou to know 
what sort of a man my father was. He had an ex- 
cellent constitution, was of a middle size, but well 
made and strung, and extremely active in whatever 
he undertook. He designed with a degree of neatness, 
and new a little of music. Ilia voico was sonorous 
and agreeable ; so that when he sung a psalm, or 
hvmn, with the accompaniment of his violin, as was 
hit freauent practice in an evening, when the labours 
of the aay were finished, it was truly delightful to 
hear him. He was versed also in mechanics,, and 
could, upon occasion, use the tools of a variety of 
trades. But his greatest excellence was a sound un- 
derstanding and a solid judgment, in matters of pru- 
dence both in public and private life. In the former, 
indeed he never engaged, hecMU:^e his numerous fami- 
ly, and the mediocrity of his fortuat^, kept him unre- 
Bittingly employed m the duties of his profession. 
But well I rememl)er, that the lending men of the 

t' place used froouently to come and a"*k his advice re- 
, specting the affairs of the town, or of the church to 
" which he belonged, and that they vu\A, m>3ic\v ^e.^<i\- 
tDce to hjg opinion, Individuula wci^ tj\%Q mxXxt 
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iiabit of coniulting him in tlieir private aflhirs, m 
was often chosen arbiter between contending pa 

He was fund of bavins; at bin table, as ofYi 
possible, some friends or widl informed neighfa 
capable of rational conversation, and he was al 
careful to introduce useful and ingenious topics o 
course, which might tend lo form the minds o 
children. By this means ho early attracted oi 
tention to what was Just, prudent and bonefic 
the conduct of life. He never talked of the r 
which appeared upon the table, never disci 
whether they were well or iil-drcssed, of a go 
bad flavour^ high seasoned or otlierwise, prefe 
or inferior to this or that dish of a similar 
Thus accustomed, from my infancy, to theutmo 
attention as to these objects, 1 have been perfect 
gardless of what kind of food was before me ; 
pay so little attention to it even now, that it woi 
a hard matter for me to recollect, a few hours a 
had dined, of what my dinner luid consisted. \ 
travelling f have particularly experienced the ai 
tftge of this habit ; for it has often happened to i 
be in company with persons, who, having a 
delicate, because a more cxcrulscd tui^te, have e 
ed in many cases considerable inconvenience ; 
as to myself, I have had nothing to desire. 

My mother was likuwise pos.scd.scd of an cxci 
constitution. S!io suckled all her ton children, 
never heard either her or my iuthor complain o 
other disorder than that of which they died; n 
thcr at iho age of eighty seven, und my moth 
eighty-five. 'J'hey are burie«l together at Be 
where, a (ow years ago, I placed a marble over 
grave, with this inscription : 

" Here Ho 
''JosiAS Franklin and Ani.v his wife: They 
" together with reciprocal «rti'<;tion for fifty-nine 
"and without private fortune, without lucrntivi 
"ployment, by at^sidnou!* labour and honest indi 
"decently supported a numerous family, and e 
" ted with success, thirteen children, and seven g 
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!ren. Let this example, reader, encourage thee 
ently to discharge the duties of thy calling, and 
\y on the support of Divine Providence. 

" He was pious and prudent, 
** She discreet and virtuous, 
r youngest son, from a sentiment of filial dutj, 
*' consecrates this stone to 
* their memory." 

rceive, by my rnmMing digressions, that I am 
ig old. liut we do not dress for a private com- 
iS for a formal ball. This deserves perhaps, 
Tie of neglin^ance, 

return. I thus continued employed in my fa- 
trade for the space of two years : that is to sa^, 
arrived at twelve years of age. About this 
fiy brother John, who had served his appren- 
p in London, having quitted my father, and 

married and settled in business on his own 
tt at Rhode Island, I was destined to all ap- 
ice, to supply his place, and be a candle-maker 
' life ; but my dislike of this occupation con- 
f, my father was upnrehonsive, that if a moro 
ble one, were not ofiored mo, I might play the 

and escnpe to sea ; as, to his extreme mortifi- 
, my brother Josias had done. He therefor© 
le sometimes to sec masons, coopers, braziers, 
1, and oilier mechanics, employed atthoir work ; 
»r to discover the bent of my inclination, and 
if he could, upon some occupation that might 
me on shore. I have since, in consequence of 
visits, derived no Hmall pleasure from seeing 
workmen hun<lle their tools; and it has piovcd 
sidorablo benefit, to have acquired thereby 
mt knowledge to be able to make little ttiings 
'self, when I have had no mechanic at hand, 
construct small machines for my experiments, 
the idea I have coiireived has been fresh and 
ly impressed on my imagination, 
father at length decided that I should bo %.^\x\.- 
d I was placed for some i\a\tt ViV^tvXtX^WvCcv 
jsin Samuel, son of my uucW "ft^t^i^^xxCYSi, H«Vvi 
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had learned this trade in London, and had establiibad 
himself at Boston. But the premium he required for 
my apprenticeship didpleasing my father, I was re* 
called home. 

From my earliest years I had been passionately 
fond of reading, and I laid out in books all the moneji 
I could procure. I was particularly pleased with ac- 
counts of voyages. My first acquisition was Ban- 
yan's collection in smull separate volumes. TheM 
1 afterwards sold in order to buy a historical collee* 
tion by R. Burton, which consisted of small cbea; 
volumes, amounting in all to about forty or fifty. 
My father's little library was principally made up ol 
books of practical and polemical theology. I reai 
the greatest part of them. I have since often re* 
gretted, that at a time when I had so great a thirsl 
for knowledge; more eligible books had not fallei 
into my hands, as it was then a point decided that 1 
should not be educated for the church. There wti 
also among my father's books, Plutarch*s Lives, ir 
which I read continually, and I still regard as ad- 
vantageously employed the time f devoted to them 
I found, besides, a* work of De Foe's, entitled^ at 
Essay on Projects, from .which, perhaps, I derivee 
impressions that have nince influenced some of th( 
principal events of my life. 

My mclination for books at last determined my fa< 
thcr to make me a printer, though he had already i 
son in that profession. My brother had returnee 
from England in 1717, with press and types, in or 
der to establish a printing-house at Boston. Thii 
business pleased me much better than that of mj 
father, though I had still a predilection for the leS' 
To prevent the eflecta wnich might result from thit 
inclination, my father wa» imnationt to see me en 
gaged with my brother. T held hack for some tim« 
at length, however, I sufffred myself to be persuadiM) 
and signed my indentures, being then only tweln 
years of age. It was agreed that I should serve as u 
apprentice to the age of twenty-one, and should rt' 
ceive journeyman's wages only during the last year 

In a very short time I made great proficiency ir 
this business, and became very serviceable to m] 
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brother. I had now an opportunity of procuring bet- 
ter books. The acquaintance I neceBBarily formed 
with booksellers' apprentices, enabled me to borrow 
a volume now and then, which I never /ailed to re- 
turn punctually and without injury. How often has 
it happened to me to pass the greater part of the night 
in reading; by my bed-side, when the book had been 
lent mo in the eveninsr, and was to be returned the 
next morning, \eM it might be missed or wanted. 

At length Mr. Matthew Adams, an ingenious trades- 
man, who had a handsome collection of booki^ and 
who frequented our prinling-house, took notice of me. 
lie invited me to see his Hbrnry, and had the good- 
ness to lend me any books I was desirous of reading. 
I then took a strange fancy for poetry, and composed 
several little pieces. My brother thinking he might 
find his account in it, encouraged me, and engaged me 
to write two ballads* One, called the Light-house Tra- 
^edy; contained an account of the shipwreck of Cap- 
tain Worthilake and his two daughters ; the other 
was a sailor's song on the capture of the noted pirate 
called Teach or Blackbeardj They were wretched 
▼ersoa in point of style, mere blindmcn's ditties. 
When printed, he dnsputclied me about town to sell 
them. The first had a prodigious run, because the 
event was recent, and had made a great noise. 

My vanity was flatlerod by this success ; but my 
father checked my exultation, by ridiculing my pro- 
ductions, and telling me that versifiers were always 
poor. I thus escaped the misfortune of being a very 
wretched poet. But as the faculty of writing prose has 
been of great service to me in the course of my life. 
and principally contributed to my advancement, I 
■hall relate by what means, situated as I was, I ac- 
quired the small skill I may possess in that way. 

There was in the town another young man, a great 
lover of books, of the name of John Collins, with 
whom I was intimately connected. We frequently 
engaged in dispute, and were indeed so fond of argu- 
mentation, that nothing was so agreeable to us as a 
war of words. This contentious temper, I wovvVA «:J^- 
•erv'e by the by, is in danger of becotnXtv^ ^iNex-'j >q^^ 
habit, and frequently, renders a maivft c.QViv^>^Vk^ Vcv- 



.w„o vuIIlluvr^^*y. i navtf since rem 
f sense seldom fnll info this error ; 
r universities, and p.rscns of every 
ited at Kdinbiirql), cxcopffMl. 

Collins and I irll one d.-.v into an 
ve to tlie education of uo/ofMi ; nam 
as proper to insfrucf tiiem in ih 
iiether they were compctont to the 
pported tho nep.tive. and afKrme 
as beyond their cnpaoitv. J nminl 
te opinion, a little porha'ps for the i 
iting. He wna naturally more elc 
)rdd flowed copiousjv from his lips • 
thouj^ht inypelfvanmiishod. more b 
an by the force of Ids ar«r,iments. 
thout coming to nti acrrrcriieor upon 
we were not lo see each other u«rain 
ommitted my thoughts to paper, ma 
d sent it to him. Ho answered, i 
ireeor four letters had l.eon written 
' father chanced to li«rlit npon my pi 
TO. Without cnterin«r i„f(, the meril 
embraced tho opporiunitv of spenki 

manner of writinjr. He observed, 
I tho advantage of mv advrrsary in 

and pointing, which' I owed to mv 
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to imitate it. With this view I ef'Ipcted some of the 
* papers, made short eumnmries of the sense of each 
peribd, and put them fur a few <lajs aside. I then, 
without looking at the houk endeavoured to restore 
th^* essays to their due form, and to express cauh 
thought at lenght, as it was in the original, employ- 
ing tbe raost appropriate words timr occurred to my 
mmd. I afterwards compared my Spectator with the 
original : I perceived some faults, winch I corrected ; 
but I found that I wanted a fund of words, if I may 
■0 express myself; and a facility of recollecting and 
employiug them ; which 1 tli(tn>:l)t 1 should by that 
' time have acquired, had 1 continued to make verses. 
The continual need of words of the same meaning, 
but of different lenghts for the measure, or of different 
sounds for the rhyme, would have obliged me to seek 
for a variety of synonyraes, ond have rendered me 
master of them. From this belief, I took some of the 
talcs of the spectator anxl turned them into verse , 
and, after a time, when I had snlTiciontly forgotten 
,them I a^ain converted them into prose. 

Sometimes also I mingled all my snmmaries toge- 
:tl)er ; and, a few weeks after, endeavoured to arrange 
them in the best order, before I attempted to form the 
periods and complete the es«;ays. This I did with a 
▼lew of acquiring method in the arrangement of my 
tl)oughts. On comparing, afterwards, my perform- 
ance with the origmal, jnuny faults were apparent, 
which 1 corrected ; but I had sometimes the satisifac- 
tion to think, that in certain particulars of little im- 
portance. I had been fortunate enough to improve 
the order of thought or the style, and this encouraged 
me to hope that I should succeed, in time, in writting 
diecently m the English language, which was one .of 
the great objects of my ambition. 

The time which I dcvqted to these excrciseix, and 
to reading, was the evening after niy day's labour 
was finished, the morr>ing before it besran, and ;Sun- 
dajs when I could esca[)« attendmg Divine ser.vico. 
VOiile I lived with my father, he had insisted oxv 
my punctual attendance on public wot«\\\^, ^xv^\. 
fftiil 4nd*ed considered it as adul>*,Wx«t^\xV^ -sNWOa. 
Itboyghtllmd no time to pracViae* 
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When about sixteen years of age, a work of Tr 
fell into vny hands, in which he recommends veg 
ble diet. 1 determined to observe it. My brother 
ing a bachelor, did not keep house, but boarded i 
his apprentices in a neighbouring family. My re 
ing to eat animal food was found inconvenient, 
I was often scolded fur my singularity. latter 
to the mode in which Tryon preparetJ some of 
dishes, particularly how to boil potatoes and i 
and make hasty puddings. I then said to my brot 
that if he would allow me per week half what 
paid for my board, I would undertuke to main 
myself. The offer was instantly embraced, an 
soon found that of what he gave me I was abl 
save half. This was a new fund for the purcl 
of books ; and other advantages resulted to me 1 
the plan. When my brother and liis workmen 
the printing-house to go to dinner, I remninec 
hind, and despatching my frugal meal, which 
quently consisted of a biscuit only, or a slic 
bread and a bunch of raisins, or a bun from the 
try cook's with a glass of water. I bad the res 
the time, till their return, for study; and my prop 
therein was proportioned to that clearness of id 
and quicknt^ss of conception, which are the fru 
temperance in eating and drinking. 

It was about this period that, having one day ' 
put to the blush for my ignorance in the art of 
culation, which I had twice failed to learn whi] 
school, I took Cocker's Treatise of Aritnietic, 
went through it myself with the utmost ease. I 
read a book on Navigation by Seller and Stui 
and made myself master of the little geometr 

. contains, but I never proceeded far in this scic 
Nearlv at the some time, I read Locke on the 
man tJnderstanding, and the Art of Thinking 
Messrs. Du Port Royal. 

While labouring to form and improve my sty 
met with an English Grammer, which I believe 
Greenwood's having at the end of it two little es 
on rhetoric and logic. In the latter I found a m 
of dJBputMJon after the manner of Socrates. Slu 

M/ter J procured Xenopbon't work , cnl\\\cA,'Vltt^ 
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Tbinfs of Socrates, in which are Tarioua exam- 
8 of the fame methof]. Ciinrmed to a degree of 
husiasm with this mode of disputing, 1 adopted it, 
i renouncing blunt contradiction, and direct and 
litive argument, I assumed the character of a hum- 
questioner. The perusal of tihnftshury and Col- 
I liad made me a sceptic ; and; being previously so 
to many doctrines of Christianity, I found Socra- 
' method to be both the safest for myself, as well 
the most embarrassing to those against whom I 
ployed it. It soon afforded me singular pleasure ; 
ocessantly practised it ; and became very adroit in 
taining, even from persons of BU|;)perior understand- 
:, concessions of which they did not forresce the 
isequence. Thus I involved them in difficulties 
m which fhey were unable to extricate themselves, 
1 sometimes obtained victories, which neithox my 
Me nor my arguments merited. 
Phis method 1 continued to employ for some years; 
t I afterwards abandoned it by degrees, retaining 
y the habid of expressing myself with modest dif- 
snce, and never making use, when I advanced any 
iposition that Riip;ht be controverted, of the words 
tainlyf undoubtedly, or any others which might 
e thti appearance of bein^ obstinately oltached to 
opinion. I rather said, 1 imas^ine, I suppofe, or it 
tears to me, that such a thing is so and so^for such 
I such reasons : or it is so, if I am not mistaken. 
is habit has, I think, been of considerable advan- 
e to me. when I have had occasion to impress my 
nion on the minds of others, and persuade them to 
adoption of the measures 1 have suggested. And 
ee the chiet'ends of conversation are, to inform or 
M informed, to please or to persuade, I could wish 
t intelligent and well-meaning men would not 
imselvcs diminish the power they possess of being 
ful, by a positive and presumptuous manner of 
tressing themselves, which scarcely ever fails to 
^st the hearer, and is only calculated to eiicito 
KMition, and defeot every purpose for which vVv^ 
ulty of speech has been bestowed ot\iu«lW. \\\ %\vw\, 
fou wi»n to inform, a positive aw A Acv?,wa.v\<s.«\ 
taer ofMdrancing your opinioa may •toN*3»'fc» «'^''^" 



if - M1V..J1UU, ^ou can raroiy i 

h tiitora, conciliate their <:(u)(l 

If: "" lliosc wliom von in:iv 1.,^ 

:; to vour views. Vupo jiullci^ 

* Men mii-t I c tnught a^ if von 

Aud ihiuis ui)kuo.\u projos-: 

■And in the same poem he aft 

To speak', though sure, with s 

He might have added to t! 
has coui)led elsewhere, in 
projpriety. It is thus : 

For want of modesfy is wai 

If you Qsk why I say with lesi 
you the two lines tegetlier. 

Immodest word* ndrr it of »< 
For want of deccucy is wan 

Now, Want of sense, when 
tune to be circumstanced, i, 
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pearanc« in America and was entitled the "Netr 
England Courant." The only one thnt existed before 
waa the **Bo8i on News Letter.'' Some of his friends 
I remember, would have dissuaded him from this un- 
■ I dertaking, as a thin? that was not likely to succeed ; 
a single newspaper being, in their opinion, sufficient 
for all America. At present, however, in 1771, ther* 
I are no less than twenty-five. Bur he carried his pro- 
' ject into execution, and 1 was employed in distribut- 
ing the copies to his customers, after having assisted 
in coraposmg and working them oflf. 

Among his friends he had a number of literary 
'. characters, who, as an amusement, wrote short essays 
j for the paper, which gave it reputation, and increased 
the sale. These gentlemen frequently came to our 
house. I heard the conversation that passed, and the 
accounts they gave of the favourable reception of their 
writings with the public. I was tempted to try my 
band among them ; but, being still a child as it were, 
^* ' I was fearful that may brother might be unwilling ta 
** print in his paper any performance of which he should 
t^ know roe to be the author 1 therefore contrived ta 
' disguise my hand, and having written an anonymous 
piece, I placed it at night under the door of the print- 
1 ^S bouse, where it was found the next morning, fliy 
I brother communicated it to his friends, when they 
' came as usual to see him, who read it, commented 
I upon it within my hearing, and I had the exquisita 
\ pleasure to find that it met with their approbation, 
and that in their various conjectures they made re- 
,|.. specting the author, no one was mentioned who di4 
.j. not enjo^ a high reputation in the country for talents 
he > and genius. 1 now supposed myself fortunate in mr 
judges, and began to suspect that they wore not suck 
excellent writers as I had hitherto supposed them. 
Bo this as it may« encouraged by this little adventure 
I wrote^ and seni to press, in the same way, many 
other pieces, which were equally approved, keeping 
the secret till my slender stock of mformation ana 
et J knowledge for such performances was ipr^\\>f ^^tor 

f pletely exhausted, when I made myst'U Vtw^nvtv. 
w J My brother, uiwn this discovery, bef^tixu \o«iTv\.ttT\% 
iP' i httJe more respect (or rae ; but he aViVV Tega^^^^*^^'^ 

B 
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■elf as my mnster, and treated me as ari apprentiM, 
He tliotiirht himself entitled to (he nnme serviceii from 
rae as fioni any utlier person. On tliPcontrtfry, I con* 
caived tliat. in iii:iny instances, he wns too ri^orouif 
and that, un the purt of a brother, I had a n%bt to 
expect greater indulgence. Our disputes were fre- 
quently bruiis^ht before my father ; and eitlier mj 
brother was generally in thewronf^yor I wanthebfttter 
pleader of t!ie two, for jiid«:ment wnn commonly given 
in my favour. Rut my brother wa;* pa^pionate, and 
oOen had recourse to blows, a circumstance which I 
look in Vi>ry ill part. This severe and tyrannical 
treatment ctmtributed, I believe, to imprint on my ^ 
mind tliuT nversion to arbitrarv power, which, duriu|f 
uny whole life, 1 have ever preserved. My opprentice- 
shit) became insupportable to me, and I continually 
signed for an opportunity of shortening it, which at 
lenu:th unexpectedly offered. 

An article inserted in our papef. upon some politi- 
cal Hulijt'ct which I have now forgotten, gave ofTeiico 
to the AHsembly. My brother wuh taken into custodF, 
oonsnred, and ordered into confinement for a month, 
because, I presume, he would n(»t discover the author. 
I was also taken up, and examined before the conn- 1 
oil, but though 1 gave them iio sutinfaction, thay 
contented themselves with reprimanding, and then 
dismissing me ; considering me probably as bound, hi 
quality of apprentice, to keep my master's secrets. 

The iM:prisonmpnt of my brother, kindled my re» 
HiMitaient. notwithstanding our private quarrels. Dur- ' 
ing its continuance, the management of the paper j 
was entrusted to me, and I was bold enough to m- J 
aert some pasquinades against the governors, whieh "^ 
highly pleased my brother, while others began to ' 
Itfok upon me in an unfavourable point (»f view, con- 
sidering me as a young wit, inclined to satire and I 
lamjtoon. 

My brother's enlargement was accompanied with 

an arbitrjiry order from the house of Assembly, "That 

James rranklin should no longer print the tiewspaper J 

entitled the * New t^ngland Courant/ " In thia con* j 

juncture, wo held a consultation of our friends at tho I 

printing-hoaao, m order to deienmnia iiYkax ^^a Xa^ \ 
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done. Some proposed to evmle the order, by change 
ing the title of the paper ; but luy bntfher fttreseeing in- 
conveniences tiiHt vouM resiili Iroiii lUia step, thought 
it better that it Rhould in fniure be printed in the 
name of Benjamin Franklin ; and. to avoid the cen- 
Bure of the Assembly, uho iniirht charge bim with 
Btill printing the paper binis(>lf. ijndt>r the name of bis 
apprentice, it was resolved that my old indentures 
should be ^iven up to me, witti a Aiil and entire dis' 
charge -written on ttie back, in or<l«>r to be produced 
upon an emergency : but that, t<» s«»ciire to my brother 
the benefit of my service, I should sign a new contract, 
which should be kept Becret (luring the remainder of 
the term. This was a very shalhiw arrangement. It 
waSy however, carried inio imuitMiiatp execution, and 
the paper continu«^d, in consfqu.-nce. to muke its ap- 
pearance for pomt-- months in my name. At length a 
new difference arising betwtMin my brother and me, 
I ventured to take advantngt^ of my liberty, presum- 
ing that he would not dare to produce the new con- 
tract. It was undoubtedly dislionourable to avail 
inyself of this circumstance. /ind I reckon this action 
as one of the fir8t errors of iv.y life ; but I was little 
capable of estimating it at its true, value, embittered 
as my mind had been by the ncollection of the blows 
I had received. CxcluKive of his passionate treatment 
to me, my brother was by no nMMins a man of an ill 
temper, and perhap.s my manners had too much im- 
pertinence not to aflbrd it ii v. ry ntitural pretext. 

When be knew that it was luy determination to quit 
him, he wished to prevent m* finding employment 
elsewhere. He went to all the printing-houses in the 
town and prejudiced the tnasters agniust me ; who 
accordingly refused to employ nm The idea thea 
suggested itself to me of ffciinij to New York, the near- 
est town in which there was a printing-office. Farther 
reflection confirmed me in the do-<i^n of leaving Bos- 
ton, where I had already ren<ierecl iM>.soIf an object of 
suspicion to the gov^Tnin^; party. It was probable, 
' from the arbitrary prwoejiings ofthe A»se\\\VA>j vcv>Jw^ 
affair of my brother, that, bv Tom-.\\\\\x\?:,\»\viiv\^ ^vso 
bov» been exposed to diffi»v\\v\e*, wVucVv \^^^ ^ 
greatber reason to appreheud, as, (Tom xa^ \tvvi\"fcC^' 
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the fore-top, eaved him, and drew him on board. This 
immersion sobered him a little, so that he fell asleep, 
ifter having taken from his pocket a volume which he 
reouested me to dry. This volnme I found to be my 
ola favorite work, Bunyan*s Pilfsrim, in Dutch, a 
beautiful impression on fine paper, with copper-plate 
en^ravinffs : a dress in which 1 had never seen it in its 
original language. I have since learned that it Hlu 
been translated into almost all the languages of Eu- 
rope, and next to the Bible, I am persuaded it is one 
of the books that has had the greatest spread. Honest 
John is the first, that 1 know of who has mixed nar- 
rative and dialogue together ; a mode of writing verjr 
engaging to the reader, who in the most interesting 
passages finds himself admitted, as it were, into the 
company, and present at the conversation. De Foe 
has imitated it with success in his Robinson Crusoe, 
his Moll Flanders, and other works ; aar also Rich- 
ardson in his Pamela, &c. 

In approaching the island, we found that we bad 
made u part of the coast where it was not possible to 
land, on account of the strong, breakers produced by 
the rocky shore. We cast anchor and weered the ca- 
ble towards the shore. Some men who stood upon the 
brink, halloed to us, while we did the same on our 
part, hut the wind was so high and the waves so noisy, 
that we could neither of us hear each other. There 
were some canoes upon the bank, and we called out 
to them and made signs to prevail on them to come 
and take us up ; but either they did not understand 
us, or they deemed our request impracticable, and 
withdrew. Night came on, and nothing remained for- 
118 but to wait quietly ilie subsiding of the wind; till 
when we determined, that is. the pilot and I, to sleep 
if possible. For that purpose we went below the 
hatches along with the Dutchman, who was drench- 
ed with water. The sea broke over the boat, and 
reached us in our retreat, so that we were presently 
as completely drenched as he. 

We nad very little repose during the whole nig;ht \ 
but the wind abating the next da\ , vj^i %>3k!C<i.^^^^V\^ 
reaching Amboy before it waa i\a\V\ ^lUet VpLNvxc^'^^'^ 
id tbirtjr houn wiihoiil proyWioi^a, ^uA. 'vV^'wa wm 
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town, who had sold me some g^inp^er bread to eat on mj 
passage, and I asked her advice. She iiivitod me to 
take up my abode with her till iin oppori unity ofiVired 
for me to emburk. Futi^ued whh havincr travelled so 
far on foot. I accepted bt'r invitation. When she un- 
derstood that I was a printer, she vtrould have per- 
suaded me to stay at Burlington, and set up my trade ; 
but she was little aware of the capital that wonM be 
neeesaary for such a purpose! 1 was treated while at 
her bouse with true hoHpitalilv. 8he gave me, with 
the utmost good-will, a dinner of beef steaks and would 
accept of nothing hi return but a pint of ale. 

Here I imagined myself to be fixed till the Tuesday 
in the ensuing week; hut, walking out in the evening 
by the river side. I saw a bon4 with a nnmber of per- 
sons in it approach. It was going to Philadelphia, 
and the company took me in. As there was no wind, 
we could only make way with our oars. About mid* 
night, not perceiving the town, some of the company 
were of opinion thHt we must have pa.^^i^ed it, and 
wore unwilling to row any farther ; the ret^t not know- 
ing where we were it was resolved that we ahoold 
Btop. We drew towards the shor"^, entered a creek, 
auci landed near some old palisades, whirh perved us 
for firnwood, it h.^ing a cold night in October. Here 
we stayedtill day, when one of the company f(»und the 
place in which w« were to be Cooper's Creek, a little 
above Philadelphia, which, in n»iility, we perceived 
the moment we were out oflhe creek. We arrived on 
Sunday about eight or nine o'clock in the morning, 
and landed on Mitrket-street wharf 

1 have entered into the particulars of my voyage, 
and shall, in like manner, describe my first entrance 
into this city, that von may compare beffinnine-* so lit- 
tle auspicious, with the figure I have since made. 

On my arrival at Philadelphia 1 was in my working 
dress, my lH»!»t clothes being to come by sen. I was 
covered with dirt ; my pockets were fill-d with shirts 
and stockings ; I was unacquainted wifh a single soul 
in the place, and knew not where to look for a lodg- 
ing. Fatigued with walkmg, rowing; aud'c\«sv^^>^^"»>'*«- 
ck) the night without slf-ep, I wa* «iL\tevt\«i\N Ww^^^ 
mad all my money consisted ot «t "bxiXcVk ^>^x,«fi 
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about a shiHing^B worth of coppers^ which 1 gaire t9 
the boatmen for my paBsage. As I had assisted thera 
in rowing, they refused it at first : but I insisted on 
their taking it. A man is sometimes more genorouf 
when he has little, than when he has much money ; 
probably because, in the first case, he is desirous of 
concealing his poverty. 
I walked towards the top of the street, lookinji^ ea- 

ferly on both sides, till I came to Mnrket-street where 
met with a child with a loaf of bread. Often had 
I made my dinner on dry bread. I inquired where 
he had bought it, and went straight to the baker's 
shop which he pointed out to me. I asked for some 
biscuits, expecting to find such as we bad at Boston ; 
but they made, it seems, none of that sort at Phila- 
delphia. 1 then asked for a three-penny loaf. They 
made no loaves of that price. Finding myself igno- 
rant of the prices, as well as of the different kinds of 
bread. 1 desired him to l«t me have three-penny- 
worth of bread of some kind or other. He gave me 
three large rolls. 1 was surprised at receiving so 
much ; 1 took them, however, and having no room 
in my pockets, I walked on with a roll under each 
arm, eating the third. It this manner 1 went through 
Market-street to Fourth-street, and passed the house 
of Mr. Read, the father of my future wife. Sho 
was standing at the door, observed me, and thought 
with reason, that I made a very singular and gro- 
tesque appearance. 

I then turned the corner, and went through Ches- 
nut street, eating my roll all the way; and having 
made this round. I* found myself again on Market- 
street wharf, near the boat in which 1 arrived. I step- 
ped into it to take a draught of the river water; ond, 
finding myself satisfied with the first roll, I gave the 
other two to a woman and her hild, who had come 
down the river with us in the boat, and was waiting 
to continue her journey. Thus refreshed, I regained 
the street, which was now full of well-dressed peophs, 
all going the same way. I joined them, and was 
thus led to a large Quaker meeting-house, near the 
market-place. I sat down with the rest, end after 
looking round me for some time, hearing nothing said. 
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tnd bein^ drowsy from my Inst niffbl*8 labour and 
Want of rest, I f'jl intt) n sound sleep. In tliis sttite 
I eontinut'd till tU« assoniMy ilispersod. wliPii one of 
the corij^rftfiTution liaif tht» ffotxiness to wnke mo. 
Thi^ Win cons Mjtipntly tlift first house 1 en'ered, or 
in whirh i 5li'pt in l*hilndt>lphia 

1 began ajinin to walk alons tho. sfroet hy the rivet 
Bide; and htoking uttentively in the fac« of every one 
I met with. I at lensrlh perceived a yoiins: quaker 
whose con iiten>in<*e pleased me. I accosted him, and 
bee^d him t»» inform me where a stranger niiglit find 
a lodging. We were then near tlie si«in t»f ti«e Three 
Mariners. They receive travelh'rs liere. said h**, hut 
it is not a hotine that hears a good character ; if you 
will go with me, I will show, yon a herier one. lie 
conducted me to the Cn)oked liillet. in Water street. 
There I ordered something for dinner, and. during my 
meal, a numher of enriou^ qiiHr*ii(ms were put \n n;e ; 
my youth and appearunce exciting the sn^picio j of 
my being a rnnawny. After dinner my drow^inPS8 
rtrlurned. an<l I threw my-^elf upon a hecj wiihoTit t-ik- 
ing off my clothes, and slept till six o'cloek in the 
evening, when I was calle<l to sn()per. I afterwards 
went to bed at a very curly hour; and did not awake 
till the next morning. 

As soon as I ff<it up T put mv«elf in as decent a trim 
as I could, and went to the house of Andrew Brad- 
fi>rd. the printer I found his fither in the shop, whom 
1 had «ften at N-w-York. Havinsr travt^lled o» horse 
back he ha<l arrived at Philndelphia before me. He 
intr<j«luced rn'^ to hi.Mson, who received me with civili- 
ty, and gave me some breakfast ; hut t(dd me he had 
no occasion at present for a journey man, having late- 
ly procured one. He a<lded, that'there was another 
printer newly settled in the town, of the name of Kei- 
mcr, who mieht perhaps etnploy me ; anfl that in case 
of refusal. I should he weleome to lodge at his house 
and he would tjive me a little work now and then, till 
■omething better should offer. 

The old man offered to inlroduce me to the tv^^ 
printer. When we were at his ho\\«»e.,**^e\^\\>ft«v\T J*> 
■aid be, "I hrina yon a young man \ntV\e \>t\iiXATv%\»aK» 
aiaea9; p^rbapa you may have need ol Vaa iftT^''^«««> 

B2 
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Ktiimer asked roe some qpiesf ionn, put a compm 
stick in my hand, to see how I could work, and 
said, thnt at present he had nothing for me to do 
that he should soon he able to employ me. A 
same time, takinip; old Bnidford for an inhabitai 
the town, well disposed towards him, he commui 
ted his project to him, and the prospect he ha 
success. Brndford was careful not lo discover thi 
was father of the other printor ; and Irom what 
mer had said, that be hoped Hliortly to be in poi 
sion of the greater port of the husinefs of the ti 
led him, by artful questions, and by starting f 
difiiculiies, t>i di.sclo>e all his views what his h 
were founded upon, and how he intended to p roc 
I was present, and heard it all. 1 instantly saw 
one of the two was a cunning old fox, antf the u 
a perfect novice. Bradford left me with Kei 
who was strangely surprised when 1 informed 
who the old uian was. 

I found Keimer's printing materials to consist t 
old damaged press, and a small fount of worn out 1 
lish letters, with wijich hehimself whs at workupo 
elegy on Aquilu Rose, whom I have mentioned aL 
an ingenious young man, and of an excellent cha 
ter, highly esteemed in the town, secretary to lh« 
sembly, and a very tolerable. poet. Keimt^r also n 
verses, but they were indifferent ones. He could 
be said to write in verse, for his method was to set 
lines as they flowed from his muf«e ; and as he wo 
without copy, had hut one set of letter cases, unc 
elegy wtnild probably occupy all his tyf)es,it was 
possibh* for any one to assist him. I endeavoure 
put his press in order, which he had not yet used, 
of which indeed he understood nothing : and ha\ 
nromis«^d to come and work off his elegv as soo: 
It shoul'i be ready, I returned to the house of B 
ford, who gave me some trifle to do for the preg 
for which I had my hoard and lodging. 

In a few days Keimer sent for me to print of 
elegy. He had now procured another set of lei 
eases, and had a pamphlet to re-print, upon whicl 
««l me to work. - 

TJ>9 two PliiladeJphia pnntoTA oippettt^d d%%\: 
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of every qualification necepsary in tlieir profeswon. 
Bradford had not been brought up to it, and wa» very 
illiterate. Keimer, though be nnderstood a little of 
th« business was merely a compositor, and wboll> in- 
capable of wurking at press. He bad been one of the 
French prophets, and knew how to imitate their bu- 
pernat«iral agitations. At the time of our first acquain- 
. tance he professed no particular religion, but a little 
of all upon occasion. He wns totally ignorant of the 
I world, and a great knave at heart, as I had afterwards 
an opportunity of experiencing. 

Keimer could n(»t endure, that, working with him, I 
\ aboiild lodge at Bradford's He had indi*ed a house, 
I but it was unturiiished ; so that he could not take me 
' in. He procured me a lodging at Mr. Reed*s, his 
landlord, whom 1 have already m^tntioued. My trunk 
and Mffecis beiner now arrivfd, I thought of making, 
in the eyes of Miss Read, a more respectable appear- 
ance than when chance exhibited me to her view, eat- 
snr my roll and wandering in the streets. 

From this period I began to contract acquaintance 

•. with such young people as wore fond of rending, and 

spent my evenings with them agreeably, while at the 

same time, I gained money by my industry, and, 

thanks to my frugality, lived contented. 1 thus for- 

I got. Boston as much as possible, and wished every 

\ ene to be ignorant of the place of my residence, ex- 

I cept my friend Collins ; to whom 1 wrote, and who 

kept my secret. 

An incident however arrived, which sent me home 
■luch sooner than f had proposed. 1 had a brotlier-in- 
{ law, of the name of Robert Holmes, master of a trad- 
ing sloop from Boston to Delaware. Being at New- 
castle, forty miles below Philadelphia, he heard of 
me and wn>te to inform me of the chagrin which my 
sudden departure from Boston had occasioned my pa- 
rents, and of the eflfections which they still entertain- 
ed for me, assuring me that, if I would return, every 
I thing should be adjusted to my satisfaction ; and he 
t^ was very pressing m his entreaties ; I answev«,d VvVk 

letter, thanked him for his advice, aiv^ ^xvX^nxv^^ ^^ 
, xeBADns which had iDduced me \o <^x. tt«MXo\i,'«na^ 
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■uch force and clearneKs, that lie xvm convinced I had 

been less to iiluiiie iliun he hHd imagined. 

Sir Wiliiam Keith, (^uvernur ot' the province, wai 
at Newcastle at the time. Capfniii Holmes Ix'inji: by 
chance in his company vvheii ho rpceived my letter, 
took occasion toxpeak of me, and phowed it him. The 
Governor read it and appeared snrpriRed when he 
learned my a^e. He thought ine, he said, a young man 
of very promiKiiifT talents, and that, of conseqneiK'O, 
I ought to he encouraged ; that there were at Pliiladel* 
phia none hut very ignorant printers, and that if I were 
to set up for nnsilf. lie linri no douht of my puccefte; 
that for his own |)art.he wruld proi'uro me all the pub- 
lic husincps. and would render me every oilier nervice 
in his power. My hrother-in-law relatrd all this to ma 
afterwards nt Boston * hot I knew nothing of it at the 
time; when one day Keimerand 1. being at work toge- 
ther near the window, we saw the G(»vernor and an- 
other gentleman Colonel French, of New ttastle. hand- 
somely dre8-ed,croB8 the >treet. and make directly for 
our house. We ht*nrd I hem H the diM»r, and Keimer, 
believing it to he a visit to hiniself, went immediately 
down; but the Governor inqiiiitd for me, came up 

. BtairR, and, with a condescension end politeness to 
which 1 had not ai all he( n ticeusiomrd, paid me many 
Compliinentf. dt'sired to he ai-r^uainied with me, oblig- 
ingly reprimrhed me for not having made myself known 
to him on my arrival in the lown, and wishi-d me to 
accompany hi-Ti to a tavern, where lie and Col. Fn?nch 
were goins" lo taste some exrell«-nt Madeira wme. 

I was, 1 conless, somewhat surprised, and Keimer 
appeared thiindeisf-nck. I went. hov\ever, with the 
Governor and the Colonel to a tavern, at the corner of 
Third street, where while we were drinking the Ma- 
deira, he proposed t<j me to estJthlisJi a printing-house. 
He set forth the prohahilities of success, and himself 
and Colonel French asMired me that 1 should have 
their protection and influence in obtaining the priikting 
of thi> public papers of both governments ; and as I 
appeared to (hiul>t whethei m\ dlher would assist me 
in this enterprise. SSir Wdliam said he would give me 
a }f iter to him, in which he would represent the ad* 

raDtagea of the scheme, in a Ug,hl^Vi\t\\Yi»i\i«Au'^ 
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doubf wrould determiiiR btoi. 1r waR thus concluded 
that I dhoulii r«iiirii lo Doiiion by ilie fir8t resael, with 
tbe letter of rcconiiiieii'lHtioii. troiii tiie Guvernor to 
mjr father. Meanuhile thn prujerf wan to bt» kept ■«• 
cret, and 1 cuntinuttrt lu ^vork i'or Keiiner as before. 

Tbe Governor st-nr pvery now iind then to invito 
me to dine with him. I constdert^d thin as a every great 
honour and wai^ ih« mure p.ensihle of it, as he con- 
versed with me in the most uflable, familiar, and 
friendly manner iinucinNhle 

. Townrdn liie « nd of April. 17*24. a small vessel was 
ready to sail for lioston. 1 t(K>k. leave of Keinier up- 
on the pretext of piintt to He«^ tny parontR. The Go- 
vernor gave ine a h>ii^ leiier, in which he said many 
flattering tbin^^ of me to n»y. fattier ; and strongly re- 
commended the project of my i*eli ling at Philadelphia, 
an a thing which could not fail to make my fortune. 

Going down the hiiy we struck on a flat and sprung 
aleak. The wcutlier \%ai< very tcniiicstnous, and wo 
were obliged to pump without inierinision; 1 took 
my furn. We tirrivnl. however, sufo and sound, at 
Bot«ton, after ubout a lortiiiglit's pnssajze. 

1 bad been nhseni seven conipU^to months, and m^ 
relations, during tlie iiiiervul, had received no intelli- 
gence of me; fornix hroilier-iu law, Holmes, wns not 
yet returned, and iittd not uritien nliout me. My un- 
expected hppeuruiicc ^^urpriried the iumily ; but they 
were all dclighto*! at rt^l^ing me ngam, and except my 
brc«tber, welctnned me home. 1 went to him at the 
printing-house. 1 was better drerisod than I hud ever 
oeen while in hisHir\ice: I had a complete Kuit of 
clotbei', new and neat, a watch in my pocket, and my 
purse was fitriiit<h(d wiih nearly five pounds sterling 
in moiiey. Ho ga\(Mne no verv civil receptiion; and^ 
having eyed me. from head to i'(h>i. resumed bin work. 

Tbe workuien u><ked me with eagerness where I 
had been, what sort of a country it was, and bow I 
liked it. ] spoke in the highest terms of Pbilad<-1phia, 
tbe happy life v\e h'd there, and expressed my inten- 
tion of going back aL'aiii One of ihem asking what 
sort ofim)ney wo Imd. I ilisplayed liefuvftvWwwvVkA^w^- 
ful of silver, wii/c/j J drew from nij \U)cVv\. '\\\\»"V%» 
» curioMiijf to wUicU ibcy were uuX t^ccuc^VQUi*^^! ^^"^^ 
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beine the current mnneT nt Boarnn. 1 bilad not, afttr 

tbic lo lit th«m Hcemy wnii'h; anrl. iIlBOIimybrnihir 
coniinuinit BiiDi-n hikI uur of hiimaur, I icnve them m 
■hilling tnil(ink,ancr I ' ' " •"■^■- -■-- 
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Mitire and earcasm, to which he tboii^hf I was too 
much inclined; adding tdat with perseverance and 
prudent economy, 1 ini^ltt, hy the time 1 became of 
age, Rave enough to estHblish myself in business; 
and that if a small sum should then be wanting, he 
would undertake to supply it. 

This was all I could ibiain from him, except some 
trifling presents, in token of friendship from him and 
my mother. 1 embarked once more for New- York, 
furnished ^ at this time with their approbation and 
blessing. The sloo,! having touched at Newport, in 
Rhode Island, 1 paid a vii^it to my brother John, who 
had forsome yearn been settled there and was married. 
He had always been attached to me, and he received 
me with great afl*oction. One of his friends, whose 
name was Vernon, having a debt of about thirty-six 
pounds due him in Pensylvunia, begged me to receive 
It for him, and to keep the money till I should hear 
from him ; uc(tordingly he gave me an order for that 
purpose. This afikir occasioned me, in the sequel, 
much uneasiness. 

At Newport we took on board anumber of pansen- 
gers ; among whom were two young women, and R 
grave and sensible qnaker lady with her servants. I 
had shown an obliging forwardness in rendering the 
quaker some trifling services, which led her, probably, 
to feel an intercBt in my welfare ; for when she saw a 
familiarity take place, and every day increase, between 
the two young women and me, she took me aside, and 
said, "Young man, I am in pain for thee. Thou hast 
no parent to watch over thy conduct, and thou scemest 
to be ignorant of the world, and the snares to which 
youth is exposed. Kely upon what I rell thee : those 
are women of bad characters ; I perceive it in all their 
actiona. If thou dost not take care, they will lead thee 
into danger. They are strangers to thee, and 1 advise 
thee, by the friendly interest I take in thy preserva- 
tion, to'form no connexion with them." As I appear- 
ed at first not to think <juite so ill of them as she did, 
she related many thmgs the had seen aud WvctOk, 
which had escaped my attention, but ^XucYv ec^wNvcv^- 
ed me thnt s/»e was in the ri^\\t. 1 t\AanV«i^ Vvex va 
iter obliging advice, and promiaed to fe\Viv» Nx. 
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When we orrlved nt N«»w York, thpy informeil i 
where they hxljjpd Jind invirrd me to rorne niid i 
them. I did not h«iWfV(»r tro anri ii wn« well I did nr 
for the next <iiiy. the cJiptitin. ini^^xinir n silver spo 
end some (ith«r thinff-* whirh hud he<»n taken from t 
CHhin,and knowin;; ihese wotnon to h-^ prosiifijtes, pi 
cured a Hcnrch-warrani. found tho >«t«»lcn iroods up 
them, and had thetn piiin'«!M'(f. And thusi. after Ju 
jng hecn saved from one rnrk conctMJed under wuti 
upon which the vessel struck fhirinir our pas^ajre, 
escaped another of n still more diiiisr^'rons nature. 

At New-York, I found tny rn^nd Cullins, who h 
arrived some timn hcfore. We had bi'en intimf 
from our infarv. and had rend the •same books tof 
ther; hut he had the ad\aiita:re of hein? able to i 
vote more finie to r»»«dinir and -^tudy. and an astonis 
ing disposition for mtitlieniaiics, in wi.ich he left i 
far behind him. When ai nu-Jiwn. I had been aeci 
tomcd to pass with him almost all my leisure luni 
He wftsllien a solier and induct 'iotis Jad, hia kno^ 
edge hod p^ainr'd him a very cneral <!steem, and 
Beemed to promise to make aiiJiiKaiitac^eous fio^ure 
■ociety. But, duriti? my ah-^enee, he had unforl 
u.ately addicted himseif to brandy, and I learned, 
well from himself a« frotn thf^ r.M»<)rt of others, tl 
every djiy since hi^anivnl ni N»'vv York, he had be 
intoxicated, and had acted in a very extravagra 
manner, lie had also played an<l lo>*f all his rnone^ 
80 that I was obliojed to pay his e:cpen««e8 at the iii 
and to maintain him durinfr t'le rest ofthis journey ; 
burtiien that was v»'rv inf<»nvenient to me. 

The Governor of \ew-Vork. whose name was Be 
Met, hearing the C^aptain sav that a yti\t\isr. man, w| 
was a passenjrer In hit* ship, had a ereat number 
books, begeed him to brin^ me to his horjse.* I a 
cordingly went, and simuh' have taken Collins wi 
me, had he been Bol)er. The (itivernor treated n 
with great civility, showed me hi-* library, which wi 
a very considerafde one^ and we tnlkfd for some tin 
upon books and authors I'his was the second ^o 
ernor who had honoured me with his attention , ar 
fo a poor hoy, as t was then, tiiese little adventur 
Mi/ not fail to he pleaaing. 
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Wa arrived at Philadelphia. On the way I receir- 
ed Vernon's money, without which we should have 
been unable to have finistted onr journey. 

Collins wished to g^et employment as a merchant'! 
clerk; but either his breath or his countenance be- 
trayed his bad hahit ; for though he had recommenda- 
tionSy he met with no success, and continued to lodge 
and eat with me, and at my expense. Knowing that 
. I had Vernon's money, he was continually asking me 
to lend him some of it : promising to repay me at 
■oon as he should get employment. At last he had 
dravrn so much of this money, that I was extremlj 
alarmed at what might become of me, should he fail 
to make good the deficiency. His habit of drinking 
did not at all diminish, and was a frequent source of 
discord betvi^een us ; for when he bad drank a little 
too much, he was very headstrong. 

Being one day in a boat together, on the Delaware, 
with some other young persons, he refused to take his 
turn in rowing. "You shall row for me/' said he, "till 
we get home." — ^**No," I replied, "we will not row for 
you." — "You shall," said he, "or remain upon the wa- 
ter all night." — "As you please." Let us row, said 
the rest of the company ; what signifies whether he 
assists or not. Bui, already angry with him for hit 
conduct in other respects, I persisted in niy refusal. 
He then swore that he would make me row, or would 
throw me out of the boat ; and he made up to me. As 
■oon as be was within my reach, I took him by the 
collar gave him a violent thrust, und threw him head 
foremost into the river. I knew that he was a good 
swimmer and was therefore under no apprehenslona 
forhiflIife> Before he could turn himself we were 
able by a few strokes of our oars, to place ourselvea 
out of Jiis reach; and whenever he touched the boat, 
we asked him if he would row, striking his hands at 
the same time with the oars to mak«> him let go hia 
hold. He was nearly suffocated witlArage, but obati- 
fiately refused making any promise to row. Perceiv- 
ing, at length, that his strength began to beexhausted^ 
we took him into the boat, and conve^^^ V\\n\ XvoraaAt, 
in the evening, completely Hie«cV\«d. '^V^fe \jVwvoi«x 
iMldaoMM BubBisted between ua nilet \Yi\% lA'v^'VX^^^^ 
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At Iftst the captain of a West-India ship, 
coraraissioncd to procure u tutor for th(^ chi 
gentleman at Barbadocs, meeting with Coll 
ed him the place. He accepted it, and took 
of me. promisius; to dishar^^c the debt he 
witii the first money he should receive ; I 
heard nothing of him since. 

The violation of the trust roposcd in me b 
was one of the first gr»^at errors of my lil 
proves my father was not mistaken when he 
me too youn^ to b^* entrusted with the ma 
of important aiTairs. Kut Sir William, upo 
his letter, thought him Xnn prudent. There 
ference, he said, between individii.da ; year 
rit^ were not always accouipauied with ( 
neither was youth in every instance dev 
''Since your father," added ho, will not set 
bii.<«ine&3, I will do it myself. Make out a li 
will be wanted from ICnirlund, and I will se 
articles. You shall repay me when you c 
determined to have a good printer here, and 
you will succeed." This was said with 
seeming cordiality that I suspected not fi)r 
the sincerity of the offer. I had hilhertt 
project, with which Sir William had inspi 
settling in business, a secret in Philadelpl 
still continued to do so. Had my reliance 
vernor been known, some friend, better j 
with his character than myself, would doub 
advised me not to trust liim : for I afterwi 
ed that he was universally known to l>e 
promises, when he had no intentitm to perf 
having never policiied him. how could I si 
offers to be deceitful ? On the contrary, 
him to lie the best man in the world. 

I gave him the inventory of a small print 
the expense of which I had calculated at ob 
dred pounds sterling. He expressed his ap| 
but asked, if my presence in England, th 
choose the characters myself, and see that • 
cle was good in its kind would not be an a 
"You will also be able," said be, "to forn 
quaintance there, and eatabliah a coTT««^on< 
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ftationers and booksellers/" This I ccknowledffed 
was desirable." Thai bein» the case/' added Tie. 
"hold yourself in reudiiiesis to go wich the Annis." 
This was the annual ve.s^sel, and the only one, at that 
time, which made regular voya^ces between the ports 
of London and Phihdi^lphia. But the Annis was not 
to sail for some mo>iths. I therefore continued to 
work*with Keimer, unhappy respecting the sum which 
Collins had drawn from me. and almost in continual 
a^nny at the thouorhlA of Vernon, who fortunately 
made no demand of hi.n money till several year^i afler. 
lu the account of my first voyage from Boston to 
Philadelphia, I omitted* I bplieve, a triflin<; circum- 
stance, which will not, perhaps, be out of place here 
During a calm, whi(;h stopped us above Jilock Island, 
the crew employed tliem-«elves in fishing for cod, of 
which they caught a great number. I had hitherto 
adhere<l to' my resolution of not eating any thing that 
had possesse(l life ; and ( considered, on this occasioa 
agreably to the mixims of my master Tyron, the 
capture of every fish as a sort of murder, committed 
without provocation, since tfiese animals had neither 
.done, nor were capable of doing, the smallest injury 
to any one that should justify the measure. This 
mode of reasoning ( conceived to be unaswerable. 
Meanwhile, I had fornii^rly been extremely fond of 
fish ; and, when one of these cod.^i was taken out of 
the frying-pan, 1 thought its flavour delicious. I hcs- 
itatcdTsome time between principle and inclination, 
tin at last recollecting, that when the cod had been 
opened some small fish were found in its belly, I said 
to mype!f, if you eat one another, 1 see no reason why 
we may not eat yuu. I accordingly dined on the cod 
with no small degree of pleasure, and have since con- 
tinued to eat like the rest of mankind, reluming only 
occasionally to my vesretnble plan. How convenient 
does it prove to be a raJiowU animal^ that kno^s how 
to find or inrent a plausible pretext for whatever it 
hafl an inclination to do. 

I continued to live upon good terms with Keimer, 
who had not the smallest suspicion of ms vtv\^«),^V&^ 
establishment. He still retained a \>ot\\v>u w'^xvv^ ^v>xvck 
w entbuMiAam ; and, being fondoC tLT^\xm«\iV«^^^^ 



46 Ltl^ OP 

«]uentl7 disputed toje^ether I was so much in the \ 
of using my Socratic mcihon, and so frequently 
zled him by my qut^stions, which appeared at 
▼ery distant from the point in debate, yet neverth< 
led to it by degrees, involving )iim in difficulties 
contradictions from which he was unable to extr 
himself, that he became at last ridiculously caut 
and would scarcely answer the most plain an 
miliar question with«Hit previously asking me — \ 
would you infer from that ? Honce he formed bo 
an opinion of my talents for refutation, that he 
ously proposed to me to become his colleague it 
establishment of a new religions sect. He was to 
pagate the doctrine by preaching, and I to refute e 
opponent. 

VVhen he explained to me his tenets, I found n 
absurdities which I refused to admit, unless he w 
agree in turn to adopt some of my opinions. Ke 
wore his heard long, because Aiofcs hud somew 
said, "Thou shalt not mar the corners of thy hei 
Ho likewise observed the sabbath ; and these ' 
with him two very essential points. I disliked 1 
both ; but I consented to adopt them, provide< 
would agree to abstain from animal food '*I dot 
said he, ''whether my constitution will be able to 
port it.** I assured him on the contrary, that he w 
find himself the better for it. He was naturally a j 
ton, and I wished to anitise myself by starving him 
contfented to make trial of this regiment If I w 
bear him company; and, in reality, we continue 
for three inonths. A woman in the neighbour 

f prepared and brought us our victuals, to whom I gi 
ist of fort^r dishes, in the composition of which t 
entered nehher flesh nor fish. I'his fancy wai 
more agreeabl*) to me, as it turned to good acco 
fur the whole expense of our living did iiot excee 
each, eighteen pence a week. 

I have since tliat period ob.^erved several lents 
the greatest strictneaap and have suddenly retu 
again to my ordinary diet, without experiencing 
•mallest inconvenience, which has led me to re 
aa of no importance the advice commonly given 
iatroducing gndvM,\\y such alteiaxSona of t^v^'Cttv 
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I continued it cheerfully ; but poor Keimer •uflTered 
lerribly. Tired of the project, he sighed for the flesh- 
polt of E^ypt. At leiighl he ordered a roast pig, and 
iBTited ine and two of our femule acquaintances to 
dine with him : but the nig being ready a little too 
■oon he could not reHist the temptation, and eat it 
all up before we arrived. 

During the circunstances I have ralated. I had paid 
HHne attentions to Alias Read. I entertamed for her 
tim utmost esteem and aftection ; and I had reason to 
believe that these sentinieiits were mutual. But we 
were both young, scarcely more than eighteen years 
of age; and, as I was on the point of undertaking a 
long voyage, her mother thought it prudent to prevent 
matters beip^ carried too far for the present, judging 
that, if marriage was our object, there would be more 
propriety in it af)er my return, when, as at least [ 
expected I should be catahlished in my business. Per- 
haps also she thought that my expectations were not 
to well founded as I imagined. 

My most intimate acquaintances at this time were 
Charles Otsborne, Joseph Watson, and James Ralph i 
young men who were all fond of reading. The two first 
were clerks to Mr. Charles Brockdon, one of the princi- 
pal attorneys in the town, and the other, clerk to a mer- 
chant. Watson was an upright, pious and sensible 
young man : the others were semewhat moro lor-.-^e in 
their principles of religion, particularly Ruiph. w!io;c 
fiiith, as well as that of Collins. I had contrihutod tu 
ihake ; each of whom made mc sufier a very udcquato 
punishment. Osborne was sensible, and sincere niul 
afiectionate in his friendships, but too much inoliiif d 
to the critic in matters of literature. Ralf h ^^.ls in- 
genious and shrewd, genteel in his address, urui ex- 
tremely eloquent. I do not remember to have iiicr with 
emore agreeable speaker. They were bothenntii'Uir'jd 
of the muses, and had alreadj^ evinced their passion 
by some small poetical productions. 

It was the custom with us to take a charniing whVk 
on Sundays, in the woods that border the iSkuylkiil. 
Here we read together, and afterwards couv^t^v^ ^^\^ 
what we read. Ralph was dinpoaf^d \.o %\Nfe VwivAS. 
mp entinljr to poetry. He flaileted VvvDa»e\^ \^*^ ^' 
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d seriously engai^dy that whoever died fin 
return, if possible, and pay a friendly Tisit • 
irvivor, to give liim an account of tlie othe 
; but he has never fulfilled his ens^agement. 
3 Geverntir appeared to be fond of my compan) 
reauently invited ine to his house. He alway 
3 ot his intention of setrling me in business, as 
L that was dticided. 1 was to take with me leitei 
ecommendation to a number of his friends ; an 
.icularly a letter of credit, in order to obtain th 
estiary sura for the purchance of my press, typ« 
1 paper. He appointed various times for me 1 
ne for these letters, which would certainly be read} 
d when I came, alwayn put me off to another day; 
These successive delays continued till the vessc 
hose departure had been several times deferred, wi 
n the pomt of setting sail ; when 1 again went to S 
Villiam's house, to receive my letters and take leai 
if him. I saw his secretary. Dr. Bard, who told n 
that the Grovernor was extremely busy writing, b 
that he would be down at Newcastle before the vest 
and that the letters would be delivered to me thei«. 
Ralph, though he was married and had a child, 
termineu to accompany me in this voyage. His 
ject was supposed to be the establishing a cnr 
pondence with some mercantile houses, in orde 
sell goods by commissicm ; but I afterwards lea 
that, having reason to be dissatisfied with the pa' 
of his wife, he proposed to himself to leave ne 
their handa, and never return to America again. 
Having taken leave of my friends, and inlerc 
ed proinir^es of fidelity with Miss Read, I ( 
l^hilHirjIpLiiL. At Newcastle, the vessel came 
chor. 'i'lio Governor was arrived, and I wen' 
Iurlgin<:^M His secretary received me with gre 
\\y. told nie on the part of the Governor, that 1 
not sec ipo then, as he was engaged in affair 
ulmo«t importance, but tnat he would nond tl 
on board, and that he wished me, with all 1 
a ^ou'1 voyage and speedy return. I returnf 
w|):it antoiiislied, to the ship, but still with 
taining the slightest suspicion. 
J^ir. llam'iHon, a celebrated barrister of 
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Ebia, had tfiVen a paBsa^e to England for himsolf and 
isfC'iK and in csjnunciion with Mr. Denham. a qiia- 
ker. anTl Meftara. ( mirim and RuRsell, profirietiiro of a 
forge in Maryland, had f>|^r«*«d tor the whuie caliin so 
that Ralph ami I were oblig**d to take up nur lode- 
iag with the crew. Beinc unknown to erery iMKly 
iB the iihip we were (ooked up«m as of the common 
order of pc-ople • hut Mr. Hamdton and hia 8<in (it 
wan James, who was fiAerwards frorernor) \e.(t ua at 
Newcastle and returned to philadeljihia. where he 
waa reeallifd at a very great ejipenae. to plead the 
cmnse of a ▼eapel that had heen seized ; and juat ai* 
wo were ahout to aail. Colonel French catiie oiu 
board, and showed ine many civilities. The passei)- 
gers upon this |»aid me more attention, ami I v^b 
fnviteil, tOgeth**r wiih my friend Rrlph, to occupy 
Che place in the cnbin wliichthe return of the Meanrs. 
-Hamiltons had made vacant ; an oflfr^r which we very 
readily acr**pted. 

Having learned that the defipatches of the Govarm^r 
had heen brought on hoard hy Colonel Fretich, Tasked 
the captain for the letters that were to be iiitriisted to 
my care. He told me. that they were all pur together 
in the ha?, which he could not open nt present ; but, 
liefore we readied Eneland, he would give mean op- 
portunity of taking them out. I was satisfied with 
this answer, and pursued our voyage. 

The company in the cahin were all very sociable, 
And wc were perfectly well off as to provisions, ns 
we had the advantngc of the whole of Mr. Hamil- 
ton's, who had laid in a very plentiful stock. During 
the pas«a?e Mr. Denham contracted* friendship fi»i 
me which ended imly witii his life ; in other rosp'cts 
the voyage was hy no means an agreeable one, a5 
we had much had weather 

When we arrived in the river, the captain waa a» 
Co<kI as hi* word, and allowed me to search in the 
bag for the Go- ern(»r'p letters. I could not find i^ 
single one with my nnine written on it, as committei! 
to my care ; hiii I fielected six or seven, which ff judged 
from the direction to he tho^sn that were intetvdtii. 
for me; pHrliculnrly ime to Mr. \\^*V^V, \\\^Yivcv<^ 
printer, and another to astat\oi\W,^Vv^'H%»^So»'^"*^ 

C 



-■-■*• »'"«»«miiera. 



k»-?J. I • "S wniten a siniile letter 
Jit for Cimtjf '1*',"'^ '='■*'"'"• wl'en 

'«nt.|cou"ly »hei V '" ''''"'' •'""« 

Kite'* ."iT"''^ r "«" " "'«»"' 

Kecriirli\. *^®J«arned from li a leite 
w«I i *''*^" «'•« prejurJice of ft?; H 
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p\tf 80 wturrtr atricliy and finis fcrossljr deceiTO a 
poor yonn^ lad, wholly defliitute t)f experience? It 
was a practice with him. Wij«irmg to please erery 
body and having little to l>estow« he was lavish of 

J' tromisas. He was, in other respKCts, sensible and 
udiciouSy a very tolerable writer, and a good gover- 
nor for the people ; though not so for the propria* 
tariesy whoae instructions ne frequently disregarded. 
Many of our best laws were his work, and establish- 
ed during his adniinistrati<m. 

Ralph and I were inseparable companions. We 
took a lodging together at three nnd sixpence a week, 
wbich was as much as we could nfibrd- He met with 
■ome relations in London, hut they were poor, and 
pot able to assist him. He now, for the first time, 
informed me of his intention to remain in England, 
and that he had no thuu^htn of ever returning to 
Philadelphia. He was totally without money ; the 
little he had bnen able to mine having barely sufficed 
for his passage. I had still fifteen pistoles remain- 
ing ; and to me he had from time to time recourse, 
while he tried to get employ men t. 

At first believing hiin^^ejf possessed of taTents for 
the stage, he thought nf turniii!? actor; but Wilkes, to 
whom he applied, frankly ndvised him to renounce 
the idea, as it wan impossible he could succeed. He 
next proposed to Robnrts, a iMMikpeller in Paternos- 
ter-row, to write a weekly paper in the msnner cf the 
Spectator, opon terms to which Roberts would not lis- 
ten. Lastly, he endeavoured to proeure employment 
as a copyist, nnd applied to the Inwyers nnd stationers 
about the Temple, but he cou'd find no vacancy. 

As to myself, 1 immediately got engaged at Palmer's 
at that time a noted printer in Bartholomew-close, 
with whom I continued nenrly a year, I applied very 
assiduously to my work ; hnf I expended with Ralph 
almost all that I earned. Plays, and other places of 
amusement, which we frequented together, having ex- 
hausted my pistoles, we lived aCrer this from hand to 
mouth. He appeared to have entirely for^oltaw Vcv^ 
wifi^and child, as f also. \>v (Wwret^^. ^w^,Ck\. \»1 ^^- 
/rag-ttrnfinta with Miss Reft(\, \o >wWn\\ xv^n^^t ''•'''^^ 
JBore than #ne letter, and thai met«\^ v^ XrAw^s^ "»! 
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that I was not ViMy f(i return «non. Thin wi 
other ff rand arrur uf my lift*, which lahoiild \m 
eut uf curr«rting were'l to l>egiii mv career agi 

I waa emplovf d at PnimerV wn tlie »f>«*onfi i 
of WoolastonV Relifriun of Nature i^oitie of 
gumenta a|ipeoriiiic to me not to Ite wel) ftMin 
wrote a amall oietHphycicai troalifie, in whieli 
nmdvprted on thosr i>a)*8apeM. It waa entitled a 
■enation on Lil>erty and Neceppiiy, Pleapun 
Paio." 1 dedicated it to my friend Ralph, and 
ed a small uuinhcr of copiea^ Palmer upoi 
treated me with murecon^iilerntion, and reKtirA 
aa a youoii: man of taleniP : thoueh he aerioual; 
me to tank Air the prinriplea of mv pitmphlet, 
he looked upon as ahominnhle. I'he printing 
work waa another error of my life. 

While 1 IcNl^ed in Lirtie Brirain, I formed i 
quaintance with a hoftkaeller of the name of V 
whose shop was next door to me. Cirnilatinj? 
riea were not then in nae. He had an immen 
lection of hooka of all porta We agreed that 
reasonahle retrihfition. of wliicli I have now foi 
the price, I should hive free accepa to hia lihrai 
take what bookn I pleaned, wh'ch I was fo 
when I had read them. I considered this nen 
as a Tery ^reat advantag-e ; and I derived fror 
much benefit aa was in my power. 

My pamphlet fiillins: into the hands of a su 
of the name of Lyona. author of a l>ook entitled, 
fallibility of Human Jiid<!ment,'' was the nc 
of a considerahle intimacy )>ei ween us. Heexf 
f reat esteem for me. eamn frequently to see 
order to converge upon metaphysu'al suhfer 
introduced me to Dr. Mandevijle, r.uthor of t 
ble of the Dees, who had iufttitiitcd a club at a 
in Cheapaide of which he whs the soul ; he - 
facetious and very amusing eharacter. He a 
troduced me at Bnfson*a cofTre-houpa, to Dr 
berton who promis^'d to frive me an opportu' 
aeeinj; Sir Isaac Newton, whirh I veryarden 
lired ; but he never kept his wnril 

I had liroiiehf some rurio«ities with me fron 
rica; the principal of which waa a puree n 
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on , which fire onlj purifies. Sir Hans Skmne 
if it, cHlletl upun m**, an<l invited me to hie 
Bluoiiirthiiry-sqiiare, where* nfter ehowinf 
thiii^that wart ciirioui*, he preTuiled on me 
it piece in his collection ; for which he paid 
nandsuineiy. 

ludged in the same house with us a young 
. milliner, who had a flhop by the side of the 
0. Lively and sensible, and having received 
ion somewhat iibove her rank, her conver- 
ts very af!re*>able. Ralph read plays to her 
eninf^. They liecanie intimaie. She took 
xll^in^:, and lie followt^d her. l^hey lived for 
9 ti>f^eil»er ; but Ralph lieinfi; without employ- 
B havinj^ a child, and the profitiii of her bu- 
I oufiicifnt for the maintenance of three, he ra- 
quit London and try a country school. This 
tn in which he thought himself likely to suc- 
he wrote a fine hnH<l, and was veri<ed in 
c and accounts. But con.^idering the office 
ih him, nnd expecting some day to make a 
ure in the world, when he should bo ashamed 
ifC known that he had exercised a profession 
honorable, he changed his name, and did 
mor of assuming mine, lie wrote to me, 
r his departure, informinsr me that he was 
a sniull village in Berkeshire. In his letter 
Quiended Mrs T. (he milliner tQ mj care, 
isted an answer, directed to Mr; Franklin, 
Hter, at N*"** 

tinued lo write to me frequently, sending me 
;mcnts of an epic poem he was eompusiug, 
'h he requested me to criticise and correct, 
but not without rmleavoring to prevail on 
nonncf* this pursuit. Young had just pub* 
A of his Satints. 1 copied nnd sent him a 
t of it: in w iitth the author demonstrates 
of cultivating the mn^ei"yfr(*m the hone, by 
ruinenialiiy, of risintr in the world. It waa 
purpose : paper aOer paper of his poem cos* 
arrive everv ptii^t. 

rhile Mrs. t' ***Wav\ng \nvLt , ' a V\« iftftraa^V* 
/rieoda and buaiaeaB, «a» (taqgMtL^') Vt^ ^^ 
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ble ; but he had need he said of al! this beer, in or- 
der to acquire 81 reiijrth to work. 

I endeavored to convince him that the bodily 
strength furnished by the beer, could only l>e in pro- 
portion to ihe solid parts of tiie barley dissolved in the 
water in which the beer was composed ; that there 
was a larger portion of flour in a penny loaf^ and that^ 
consequently if he ate this hmf, and drank a pint of 
water with it, he w<iuld derive more strength trom it 
tha from a pint of beer. This roasoning however, 
ditl not prevent him from drinking his accustomed 
<l»aotity of beer, and paying nvery Satnrrfny night a 
score of four or five ?> hillings a week for this cursed 
beverage ; an exjjense from which I was wholly 8x- 
empt. Thus do those poor devils continue al) their 
lives in a. state of voluntary wretchedness and po- 
verty. 

At the ei>d of a few weeks, Watts having occasion 
for me above stairs as a compositor, I quitted the 
press. The compositors demanded of me garnish- 
money afrcFh. This I considered as nn imposition, 
having already paid below. ^ The master was of the 
same opinion, and desireil me not to comply. I thu«< 
remained two or three weeks out of the frrtlternity. I 
was consequently looked upcm as excommunicated : 
and whenever I was absent, no little trick that ma- 
lice could suggest WHS left nnpracticed upon me. I 
found my letters mixed, my pages transposed, my 
matter broken, &c. &c. all which was attributed to 
the spirit that haunted the chapel.* and tormented 
th«8e that were not regularly admitted. 1 was at 
Iftst oblige<l to submit to pay notwithstanding the 
protection of the nmster ; convinced of the folly of 
not keepi.ig up a good understanding with thofte 
among whom we ore destined to live. 

After this I lived in the utmost harmony with my 
fellow-labourers, and soon acquired considerable in- 
fluence among them. I proposed some alteration in 
the laws of the chapel, whirh I carried w\tUo\\\ ov'^Vk- 
shion. My example prevailed with aeveiaX o^ >^^!cw 

*PriatiBg Hougaa in general are thut denomiuaiu^ Vj ^ 
wwkmen ; tins tpiiU^^y call by the nvaae ot KalpK. 
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f u renounce their abominable practice of bread and 
ciieesp witii beer ; and tliey procured, like me, from 
a neighboring bouse, a good basin of warm fj^ruel. 
in which was a small slice of butter, with loeated 
bread tind nutmc^^. This was a much better break- 
fast, which did not cost more than a pint of beer, 
namely, three-halfprnce, and at the same time pre- 
served the head clearer. Those who continuetl to 
ji^orgc themselves with beer, often lost their credit with 
the pnblican. from neglecting to pay their score. They 
had then recourse to me, to iMscome security for them ; 
iheir light, as they used to call it, being oitU I at* 
tended at the pay tables every Saturday evening, to 
take up the littfiisum which I had made myseli an- 
swerable for : and which sometimes amounted to 
nearly thirty shillings a week. 

This circumstance added to my reputation of be- 
ing a tolerable good^oA^er, or, in other words, skilful 
in (he urtof huriesque, kept up by my importance in the 
chapel. 1 had buriides recommended myself to the 
esteem of my master by my assiduous application to 
business. Never observing Saint Monday. My extra- 
ordinary quickness in comiiosing always procured 
me suct'i work as was most urgent, and which is com- 
monly best paid ; and thud my time passed away in 
a very pleasant manner. 

My lodging in Little Britain being too far from the 
printing h>Ml^*e, t took another in Dukf-street, onpo- 
tiitc the Roman Cuiholic chapel. It was at the back 
of an Italian warehouse. Tne house was kept by a 
widow, who had a daughter, a servant, and a shop- 
boy ; but the latter slept out of the house. After 
sending to the people with whem 1 lodged in Little 
Britain, to inquire into my character, she ngieed to 
take me in at the same price, three and sixpence a 
week; Gon;enting herself she said, with so little, be- 
cause of the security she should derive, as they were 
all women, from having a man lodger in the house. 

She was a wenian rather advar.ced in life, the 

daughter of a clergyman. She bad been eduoatad a 

Protestant ; but her tiunband, whose memory she 

M/fhIjr revered, had isonverted her to the Ca\V\nViia t«- 

Jffioa. She had lired in habila oC uaVbgaic^ ^hVAv 
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peraons of dintinctinn ; of whom she knew variout 
anecdotes as far back as ih#^ time of Charles II. Be- 
iiiK subject to fits of the pout, which often confined 
her to her room, she was aometiniea disposed to see 
company. Her's wa« so amtiing: to me, that I waa 
irlad to pass the evening with her as often na she de- 
tired it. Our supper consi-ted only of half an an- 
chovy a-piece, upon a slice of bread and butter with 
half a pint of ale between us. But the entertainment 
was in her conversation. 

The early hours 1 kept, and the Tittle trouble I oc- 
casioned in the family, made her loth to part with 
me ; and when I mentioned another lod^in?^ I had 
found, nearer the printing house, at two shiltings a- 
week , which fell in with my plan of sarviog, she per- 
suaded me to give it up, making herself an abatement 
of two shillings : and thus 1 continued to lodge with 
her, during the remainder of my abode in LondoHi 
at eighteen pence a week. 

In a garret of the house there lived, in a most re- 
tired manner, a Iwdy, seventy years of age, of whom 
I received the following account fmm my landlady. 
She was a Roman Catholic. In her early vears she 
had been sent to the continent, and entered a convent 
with the design of becoming a nun ; but the climate 
not agreeing with her constitution, she was ohliged 
to return to England, where as there were no monas- 
teries, she made a vow to lead a monastic life, in aa 
rigid a manner as circiunstances would permit. She 
accordingly disposed ol all her property to be applied 
to charitable uses, reserving to herself only twelve 
pounds a year ; and of tins sm -11 pitnnct she gave 
a part to the poor, living on water gruel and never 
making use of^ fire hot to boil it. She had lived in 
this garret a great many \pars, without paying rent 
to the successive ratliolic inhabitants that' had kept 
the house ; who indeed corsidered her abode with 
them as ableesinir. A pri«»at came every day to con- 
fess her. " I have asked her." sni«i my landlady, 
" how living as she did she oould C\t\A ^v* \tw\q\\ «ww- 
ployment for a confesoor? T\» ^\\\c.\\ A\e «kTv^>N«x^^ 
thai it WHa /in/o^sible t<» RVo\d va\u\V\r»\\^\%?' 

/ was once permitted to v\i*\i her. ViVva ^«* ^^^ 

C 2 
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fill and polite, and her conversation ai^reeable. He 
aj^anment was neat ; hut the whole furniture con 
aiated ot' a niHtiress, a table, un which was a crucifi: 
and a book, a chair, which she pnvp me to sit on, 8n< 
over the nriHnllepiece a piriure of St. Veronica dia 
placing her hanitkerchief, on which wns seen the mi 
raculous imprexHioii of the face of Ctirist, which sh 
cxpiauied tome with great gravity. Her countenanc* 
was pale, hut Bhe had never exp«'rienced sickness 
and I may ndduce her as another nioof bow little i 
sufficient to Hiaiii'ain life and heHlih. 

At the priiiting-houpe 1 contracted an intimacy 

with a sen^ihie young man of thf nume of Wygate 

who, a.« his parents were in good circuniPtances,. hai 

received a better education than is conunon amon( 

printfrs. He was a lolernhlK [jiitin (Scholar, spoki 

French fluently, and was fond of reading. I taugh 

bim, as well a^ a friend of his, to swim, hv taking 

them twice only inl<» the river ; aftt-r which Ihej 

■t(K)d in need of no further apsistiinc.e. We one da) 

maile a party to go by water to Ciielsea, in order u 

ate the College, and Don S(»ltero*s curiosities. Or 

our return, at the request of the compunv, whohe cu< 

riositv Wygute had excite<l, I undressed nivself, an< 

leaped into the river. I swam from near Chelsea the 

whole wiiy to Black-friars hridg(%, exhibiting, during 

niy course, a variety of feats of activity and address. 

both upon the surfnce of the water, as well as undei 

it. I'his (iiglit occasioned much astonishment and 

fleasure to those l4i whom it was new. In my youtli 
took great delight in this exercise. 1 knew, and 
could execute, all the evolutions and positions ol 
Thcvenot ; and 1 added to thoin some of my owr 
invention, in which 1 endeavored to unite grareful< 



nesR and utility I took u pleasure in disphiyinp them 

"as highly na 
the aduiirnrion they excited. 



all on this occasion, and was highly nattered with 



Wygnie, besides his being desirous of perfectin); 
himself in this art, was the more attached to me from 
there heiuff, in other respects, n conformity in our 
tastes nnd studies, fte at length proposed^ to me to 
make the tour of Europe with him, maintaining nur- 
Me}rea at the same lime by working at our profeMioo. 
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1 was on the point of consenting, when T m^nfione^ 
it to mf friend, Mr. Dt^nhum, with whom I waf» glnd 
to piifls an hour whenever 1 htid leisure. He dit- 
Minded mp from the projt>ct, and advised me to think 
of returning to PhiludiUphia, which he was about to 
do himself. I must relate in this place a trait of thii 
worthy mans's character. 

He had formerly been in business at Brititol, bat 
failinf;''* he compounded with his creditors, and de- 
parted ff)r America, where, by assiduous application 
as a merchant, he acquired in a flew years a very con- 
siderable fortune. Returniuj^ to Eni^and in the same 
vessel with hnvself, as I have related above, he in- 
vited all his olJ creditors to a feast. When asenm* 
bled, he thanked tliem for the readiness with which 
they had received his small composition ; and, while 
they expected nothing more thun a simple entertain; 
menty each found under his plate, «^hen it came to 
be remove<l, a draH upon a hanker for the residue of 
his debt, with interest. 

He told me that it was his intention to carry back 
with him to Philadelphia, a great quantity of goods, 
in order to open a store ; and he offered' to take me 
with hitn in the capacity of a clerk, to keep his books, 
in which he would instruct me, copy letters, and su- 
perintend the store. He arid ^d, thiit ns soon as 1 had 
acquired a knowledge of mercantile transactions, he 
would improve mv situntiou- by sending me with a 
eargo of corn and flour to the American islands, and 
by procuring me other lucrative commissions: so that, 
with good management and economy, I might in time 
begin busine!<s with advantage for myself. 

1 relished these proposals. London liegnp to tire 
me'; Che agreeable hours ] had fiasrted at Philndiilphia 
presented themselves to my mind, and I wished t« 
see them revive, I <N)ns''nu ntly engag^-d myself to 
Mr. Denham« at a salary of fifty pounds a year This 
was indeed less than I earned as a compositor, but 
then I had a much fairer prospect. I look leave; 
therefore, as I lielieved fur ever, of printing^ siwJl v::^:*^ 
■lyself up to my new occupaliim« v\i«.TvvVvt\fL ^i>\ xod 
time either in going from huinw to \^\nvMk WwVv "^^ 
MMenhmn to purahmm gwA^, or in v^cWuk^ ^^m^ ^' 
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or in expediting the workmen, d&c. ice. When afierj 
thing however, was on board, I bad at last a fan 
davs leisure. 

During this interval, I waa one t^ay sent for by i 
rentleinan. whom I knew on\y by name. It was Sii 
William Wyndbam. I wnni to' his house. He ba< 
by some mean^ heard of my performances between 
Cfbelsea and Blackfriars, aw\ ihat 1 had tauf^bt tb( 
art of swimming to Wygtwe and another young mai 
in the course of a few hours. His two sons were oc 
the piiint of setting out on their travels; he was de 
flirous that they shtHild previously learn to swim, anc 
offered me a very lilieral reward if I would undertake 
to instruct them. They were not yet arrived in town 
and the stay J should rauke was uncertain ; I coul< 
not therefore accept his proposal. I was led, how 
ever, to suppoiie from this incident, that if I hat 
wished to remain in l^ondon, and open a 8wiramin| 
achool, 1 should perhnps have gained a great deal o 
money. The idea Htriick me so forcibly, that. ba< 
the offer been made sooner, 1 should have di8misBe< 
the thought of returninar as yet to America. Sorm 
years after, yon and I hnd a more important busr 
ness to settle with one of the sons of Sir Willian 
Windham, then Lord Egremunt. But let us not an 
ticipate events. 

I thus passed about eighteen months in London 
working almost without intermission at my trade 
avoiding all expense on my own account, except go 
iug now and then to the play, and purchasing a feii 
books. But my friend Ralph kept me poor. He owm 
me about twenty-seven pounds, which was so mucl 
money lost ; and when considered as taken from m] 
little savings, was a very great sum. I had, notwitti 
standing this, a regard for him, as he possessed man^ 
amiable q*jnlities But though I had done nothin( 
for myself in point of fortune, I had increased mj 
stock of knowledge, eithei by the manv excellen 
books I had read, or the conversation of learned an 
literary persons with whom 1 was acquainted. 

We sailed from Gravesend on the 23d of Julji 
1726. For the incidents of my yoyage I refer you I 
my Journal, where you will find idl its circumMiuico 




t 
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mimitAly related. We landed at Philadelphia on the 
11th of the fulltiwin^ Octoher. 

Keith had been df.privt^d of his office of governor, 
and was succeeded by Major Gordon. 1 met him 
walkini; in the sfreetit an a private individual. He 
appeared a little ashamed at seeing me, but passed 
on without saying any thing. 

I should have IxHsn equally ashamed myself at 
meeting Miss Read, had xMt her family, justly des- 

C airing of my return after reading my letter, advised 
er to give me up, and marry a potter, of the name 
of Rogers ; to which she consented : hut he never 
made her happy, and 8he 9oon separated from him, 
refusing to cohabit with him or even bear bis name, 
on account of a report which prevailed, of his having 
another wife. Hin skill in itis profession had seduced 
Miss Read's parentH ; but he was as bad a subject as 
be was excellent an a workman. He involved him- 
self in debt, and flod.in the year 17*27 or 1728, to the 
West Indies, where hedi^d. 

During my absence, Keimer had taken a more con- 
siderable house, in which he kept a shop, that was 
well supplied with paper, and various other articles. 
Ho had procured some new types, and a number of 
workmen; among whttm, however, there was not one 
who was good fur any thing ; and he appeared not to 
want business. 

Mr. Denham took a warehouse in Water street, 
where he exhibited our commodities. I applied my- 
self closely, studied nccounts, and l)ecame in a short 
time very expert in trade. We Imlged and eat toge- 
ther. He was sincerely attached to me, and acted 
towards me as if he had been my father. On my 
side, I respected and loved him. My situation was 
happy; but it ivas a hunpinessof no long duration. 

Early in February, 1727, when I entered into my 
twenty second year, we were both taken ill. I was 
attacked with a pleurisy, which had nearly carried 
me off; I suffered terribly, and considered it as all 
over with me. I felt indeed a sort of disappointment 
wtien I found myself likely to recover, and r^^rettod 
that I had still to experience, aooiiet qi V^x.^^^ 
tlisMgreetthle acene agua. 
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I hiive forffoftcn tvhat wa? Mr Denham's disonfer J 
but ir was a umIkhis one, and he at last sunk nnder it 
He left ine a small leg'ai-y in his will, as a lostirnony 
of his friendship ; and 1 was once more ahandoned 
to myself in the wide world, the warehouse being 
confided to the care of the testamentary executor, 
who dismissed me. 

My brother-in-law, Holmes, who happened to he 
ftt Philadelphia, advised me to return to ray formed 

ErofesRion ; and Keiraer offered me a very consiflera- 
le salary if I would undertake the manaa:ement of 
his printing office, that he might devote himself en- 
tirely to the superintendence of his ^hop. His wife 
and relations in London had given me a bad charac* 
tflr of him ; and I was loth, for the present, to have 
any concern with him. I endeavored to get em« 
ph>yment as a clerk to a merchant ; liut not readily 
finding a situation, I was induced to accept Keimer'i 
proposal. 

The following were the persons I found in hie 
iprinting-housH. 

Hugh Meredith, n Pennsylvimian, abont thirty-five 
years of age. He had bei-n hronsht up to husbandry, 
was honest, senHihIe, had some experience, and was 
fond of reading : but too much addicrefl to drinking. 

Stephen Potts, a young rustic, just broke from 
■chool, and of rustic education, with endowm^nm 
rather above the common order, and a competent por- 
tion of underntanding and gayety ; but a little idle. 
Keimer had engaged these two at very low waget, 
which he had promis'^l to raise evfiry three menths a 
ihilling a week, -provided their improvement in the 
typographic art should merit it. This future increase 
of wages was the bait he had made use of to ensnare 
them. Meredith was to work at the press, end Potts 
to bind books, which he had engaged to teach them, 
though he underntood neither him**elf. 

John Savage, an Irishman, who had been brought 
Dp to no trade, and whose service, for s period of 
iour years. Keimer dad purchilsed of theeaptMtk of ft 
sbip. He was also to be a presHmMi. 

George Wel>b, an Oxford sc'tohir, whose time he 
bad in like manner Iwught for four years, iatendia' 
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f him for ft compoRitor. I shall speak more of him pre* 
/ tently 

Lai^tly, David Harry, a country lad, who was ap« 
prenficed t<» him. 

I s(MHi p«n«*ived that KeimerV intention, in en^ajj^- 
inf^ me at a price so much ahove what he was accua* 
tonfied to frjvtf was, thut 1 mi^ht learii all these raw 
j(Mirne^'m**n and apprentices, wliu scurcelv cost him 

) any thins:, and wlui. I>einf! indentured, would, as soon 

I as they fhoiild be Hufficienily inntrurted, enahle him 
to do without nie. I nevi rthelcs^ adhered to tnj 
af^reement. I put ihe <iffi<e in order, uhich was Is 

• toe utiiifiHt contusi^m, and brought his people, by de* 

! (Sreefl, to pay aitintion to tht-ir work., and to executt 

I It in a more muFteily i-iyle. 

I It WHS singular to seenn Oxford scliolar in the con* 
dition of a purchHsed servant. He was not tuorethan 
eifchteen years of npe ; nnd the iolluHinp are the par* 
ticulars he gave nie of himself. Born Ht Gloucester. 

i he had hoen educated a< a gromu.ar-8cliool, and haa 
distingijislied himself auumg the scholurs, by his su- 

t perior style of acting, when ihey represented drama- 
tic perfornianceH. lie was member of u literary club 
10 tiie town ; nnd some pieces of his compoHiiion, in 
prose OS v/ell as in verne, had been inserted in the 
Gloucester papers. From hence he was sent to Ox- 
ford, where he reninined About a year; liut be was 
not c«>ntented, nnd wished fiho«e all things to see 
London, and become an actor. At length, havinr 

^ received fiitern g-niiieas to pay his ninirtt r's b(»arn, 

' he decamped with the mone> from Oxford, hid hie 
gown in a hedge, ami travelled to London. There. 

' having no friend to direct li'io, he f<'ll into bad com* 
pany, soon squandered hir' fitieen goiTit'as, could find 
no wny of being inirodm-i<i to the actors, liecame 
contemptible, pawned bis- cli*thrs, and was in want 
of hre 1(1. As he wns wiilkinp along the streets, almoaC 
famished with hunger, and not knowing what to do, a 
recruiting bill whs put inn* hi!* hand, which ofTered 

I en immediate treat and bonnt\ -money to whoever 
was disposed to s«'rve in America. He \v\»Vt»xC>N>j x^- 
paired to the house of rende7.vm\A, owWvttA Vwiv**^* 
wmg put uu board a ship, and couxe^evV V^ K.tcA^'>A>^ 
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without erer writing a line to inform hifl parents wfaai 
was become of him. His mental vivacity, ami good 
natural disposition, madts him an excellent compan- 
ion ; but he was indolent, thoughtless, and to thi 
last degree imprudent. 

John, the Irishman, soon ran away. I liegan t( 
lire very agreeably with the rest. They respected 
me, and the more so as they found Keimer incapabU 
of instructing them, and as they learned something 
from me every da^. We never worked on a Satur- 
day, it being Keimer^s subbaih ; so that I had twc 
days a-week for reading. 

I increased mpr acquaintance with persons o: 
knowledge and information in the town. Keimei 
himself treated me with great civility and apparen 
esteem: and I had nothing to give me uneasiness 
but my debt to Vernon, which I was unable to pay 
my savings as'yet being very little. He had to< 
goodness, nowever, not to ask me for the money. 

Our press was frequontly in want of the necessarj 
quantity of letter ; and there was no such trade ai 
that of a letter-founder in America. I had seen tb< 

Cractice of this art at the house of James, in London 
ut had, at the time, paid it very little attention, 
however contrived to fabricate a mould. 1 made um 
of such letters as we had for piinchep, founded new 
letters of lead in maitrices ofr.{ny,and thus supplied 
in a tolerable manner, the wants that were mos 
pressing. 

I also, upon occasion, eng:ravpd various ornaments 
made ink, gave an eye tn the phop ; in short, I was 
in every respect, the factotum. Jhit useful as I m«d< 
myself, I perceived that my Hervires became everj 
day of less importance, in proportion as the othe; 
men improved ; and when Keimer paid me my 8econ( 
quarterns wages, he gave me to understand that the] 
were too heavy, and that he thought I ought to mak< 
an abatement. He became by ilegress less civil, am 
assumed more the tore of maiater. He frequenth 
found fault, was difficult to please, and seemed al 
ways on the point of coming to an open quarrel witl 
me. 

I contwued , however, to hear it paXiexvvVf ^^ou^vci 
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mg tt)At his ill- humor was partly ocrafiioned by the 

dtsraiigcment and pmbHrrnHsuieiit of biri afiuirs. At 

k last a slight incident broke our connexifin. Hearinj^ 

I a Boioe m the neighborhoody-I put my head out at 

the window to see what was the matter. Keimer 

being in the street, observed me, and, in a loud and 

i angry tone, told oie to mind my work ; adding some 

I reproachful words, which piqued the more, as fhej 

were uttered in the street ; and the neighbors, whom 

the same noine had attracted to the win<low8, were 

witnesses of the manner in which 1 was treated. He 

, immediately cnroe'uptothe printing-room, and con- 

I tinned tvexclaim against me. The quarrel becaiDe 

j^ warm on both sides, and he gave me notice to quit 

I hii.i at the expiration of three months, as had been 

agreed upon between ua; regretting that he was 

' ooligeti to give me so long a term. I told him that 

1 his regret was superfluous, as I was ready to quit him 

[ instantly ; and I took my hat and came out of the 

house, begging Meredith to take care of some things 

^ which I leh, and brinsr them to my lodgings. 

Meredith came to uje in the evening. We talked 
for some time upon the quarrel that had taken place. 
He hud conctuved a erreat veneration for me, and was 
sorry 1 should quit the house while he remained in it. 
He dissuaded me from returtiing to my native coun- 
try, as 1 began to think of dorvg." He reminded me 
that Keimer owed me more than he poAHessed ; that 
* his creditors began to be alarmed; that he kept his 
' shop in a wretched state, often selling things at prime 
cost, for the sake of readj^ money, and continually 
giving credit without keeping any accounts ; that of 
consequence, he must very sotm fail, which would oc- 
casion a vok^nncy from which I mi^ht derive advan- 
tage. I t»bjected my want of money. Upon which 
he informed me that his father had a' very high opin- 
ion of ine, and, from a conversation that had passed 
between them, he was sure that he would advance 
whatever might be necesttarv to eHtahliph us, if I w^^ 
willing to enter into pNrtnerAh\v» N<r\\\\ Vvww. ^^'^'i 
time wifb Keimer," added he, ** n«\\\ W «A ^.Vk «^ 
itext gpr'mg. In thn mean titn« wei wva'j *fc\\d v<i V»^^ 
doa for our pr^ait and t^pea. I kll^>w vVwx V ^^^ 
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workman ; but if you a*;ree to tlic propc 
skill in the buflinesn will >»o Iialnii(^o<i by lli 
shall furnish, and wc will ^luire the profits 
His proposal was eeasomtblft, and I fell i 
His father, who wan thon in the town, h[ 
it. He knew that J bad suine apceiidancj 
son. as I had been able to prevail on biin to 
lon^ time from drinking brandy ; and be b* 
when more closely conn-'ctod '.vjth bim, I si 
him entirely of this unfortunate bubit. 

I gave the father a li^t of what would b 
ry to import from London. He took it to a 
and the order was givon. We nc; reed tc 
secret till the arrival of the nmterial^, nni 
the mean time to procure work, if possible, 
printing houRe; but there was no place va' 
remained idle. After somi* davs, Koimer 
expectation of being employed to print f 
Jersey money billt*. that would require typ 
eravinj^s which I only cotild fiirniwh, and i 
Bradford, by enera^ing uie, mipht deprive 
undertaking, pent me a very civil mcs-npe,. 
that old friends oii|;ht not to be disunited < 
of a few words, whiithwere the efft'ct onl 
mentary passion, and invitinsr me to retu 
MerefPith persuaded me to comply with the 
particularly as if would aflTord bim more op 
of impruvi'ne; himself in the bn$>ii)csf) by in< 
instructions. I did so; and wo lived u, 
terms thiin before <»ur Pcpnraiion. 

He obtained the New jerspy buf:iness ; 
derto execute it, I construrted a nopper-j 
in? press, the first that bad been s^en in tli 
I eng^ra^ed various ornament;* and vigni'tl 
bills : and we repaired to Burlington toget 
I executed the whole to general sariflfHOtii 
received a sura of money for this work, 
bled him to keep his head above water for 
rable time longer. 

At BurlinGTton I formed an acquaintanc 

principal parsonages of the provinre : man 

frere rommia»ioned by the Asseuibfv to 8 

/A» preaa, mnd to see that no mure b'lWi nv 
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than the law had pre!«crib<»<l. Accordin^rly they were 
constantly with ua, each in his turn, and he that came, 
commonly brought with him a friend or two to bear 
him company. My mind was more cultivated by 
reading than Knimer's ; and ir was for thi§ reaaon, 
probably, that they set more value on my conversation. 
They took me to their houRes, iAtroduced me to their 
friends, and treated me with the greatest civility ; 
while Keimer, though master, saw himself a little 
neglected. He was, in fact, a strange animal, igno- 
rant of the common modes of life, apt to oppose with 
rudeness generally received opinions, an enthusiast 
in certain points of religion, dineiiiatingly unclean in 
I hi8|>erson, and a little knavish withal. 

We remained thf»re nearly three months ; and at 
the expiration of this perid" I could include in the 
list of my friends, Judgrc Allen, Samuel Bustil, secre- 
tary of the province, Isaac Pearson, Joseph Cooper, 
several of the Smiths, all meml)t*rs of the Assembly, 
and Isaac Decon, in!<pertor general. The last was a 
shrewd and subtle oM man. He told me, that when 
a boy, his first employment had been that of carrying 
clay to brick-makers; that he »lid not learn to write 
till he was somewlmt advanced in life ; that he was 
afterwards employed as an underling to a surveyor, 
who taught him this trade, and that by industry he 
had at last acquired a competent fortune. ** I foresee," 
said he one dhy to me, *' that you will soon supplant 
this men, (spoakin? of Kt'imer,) and get a fortune in 
the business at Philadrtlphia," He was totally igno- 
rant at the time, of my intention of establishing my- 
self there, or any where else. These friends were 
▼ery serviceable to me in the end, as I w^as also, upon 
occasion, to some of them ; and they have continued 
erer since, their esteem for me. 

Before I relate the particulars of my entrance into 
business, it may be proper to inform you what was at 
that time the state of my mind nn to moral principles^ 
that you may see the degree of influence l\^vjVv«A^^^'^ 
the iiubtequen« events of my Vifc. 

Mf paronta had erven me bet\Tne« M\^\««^*^'«*^^'^ 

sionw, and I received from my Hnfutxe^ »^ \\o>\^ «■• 

miioa in tb0 pnseiplet of CulTwiVim. '^^sx •«««' 
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wms I arrived at fifteen yeara of aire, when, after 
having doubtinjc in turn of dif&rent teneiSy according 
aa 1 ftHjnd them cuinhated in the diflTi^rent books tnat 
I ready I be^^n to doiila of revelation itself. Some 
▼oluiuea againat deism fell into my hands. They 
were aaid to be the substance of sermons preached 
at Boyle's Lecture. It happened that they produced 
on me an eflfpct precisely the reverse of what was 
intended by the writers ; for the arguments of the 
deists, which were cited in order to Im refuted, ap- 
peared to me mi»ch more forcible than the refutation 
Itself. lu a word, I soon became a perfect deist. 
My argumenrs perverted some other youne persons, 
particularly Collins and Ralph. But in the sequil^ 
when 1 recollected that they had bwth used me ex- 
tremely ill, without the smallest remorse : when I 
considered the behaviour of Keith, another free- 
thinker, and my own conduct towards Vernon and 
Alias Reed, which, at times, g»ve me great uneasi- 
ness, 1 wns led to suspect that this doctrine, though 
it might be true, was not very useful. 1 began to 
entertain a less favorable opinion of my L«>ndun 

{)amphlet, to which I had prefixed, as a motto, the 
bllowing lines of Dry den : 

Whatever is is rij^it ; though purblind roan 
Sees but part of the chain, the nearest link» 

i His eyes not carrying to the equal beam 

I That poises all above. 

[ And of which the object was to prove, from the attri- 

i butes of God, his goo<lnesH, wisiiom and power, that 

' there could lie no f%ucli thing as evil in the world ; that 

) vire and virtue did not in reality exist, and were 

nothing more than vain distinctions. I no longer re- 

I garded it as so blameless a work as I had formerly 

> imagined ; and I KiiFpected that some error must have 

imperceptibly glided into my Hrgninrnt, by which all 

the inferences 1 hud drawn hronrit had been affected, 

as frequently liMppens in uiPtaph\siral reasonings. In 

a word. 1 wns at last ecmvinivd that truth, probity, 

and sincerity, in transactions lietween man and man, 

py^re of the utniomt importance to the ihappineaa iif 

/f'/b ; and I reBolreti frvui Ihul iiiimi«u\| nwi wx«v» \\va 
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retolution in my Journal, to practiM them as long a 
1 liYed. 

Revelation, indeed, an >uch, had no influence on 
my mind : hut I was of opinion that, thoiifrh certain 
actions couM not he bad merely because revelation 
bad prohibited them, or good becauae it enjoined 
themy yet it was prulMible that theaeactiona were pro- 
hibiten becavra they were bad for ua, or enjoined 
because advaniage«Nja in their nature, all thini^acoa* 
•idered. Thispenauaaion, Divine Providence. or aome 
guardian Angal, and perhaps a concurrence of favour- 
able circumsinncea co>operating. preaerved mo from 
all immorality, or grona and voluntary injuatice, to 
which my want of religion was calculated to expoaa 
me, in the danireroua perio<l of youth, and in the 
hazardoua ailuationx in which 1 aometimes found my- 
self among atrnneera, and a diatartce fiom the eye 
and admonitions of my father. I ma^ aay voluntary , 
because the errors into which I had fsllen, had been, 
in a manner, the forced result either of mv own inex- 

rerience, or diahoneaty of others. TKus, before 
entered on my oi%n new career, 1 had inihitied solid 
principlea, and a character of probity. I knew their 
value ; and J made a aolemn engagement with my- 
self never to depart from them. 

] had not long returneil from Burlintrton before our 
printing materinla arrived from l«i>ndon, I settled 
my accounia with Keimer, and quitted hin;. with hia 
own CMnaent, before he had any knowledge of our 
plan. We ftinnd a bouse to let near the market We 
took it : and, to render the rent lesa burdensome (it 
was then twenty 'four pounds a year, hut I have since 
known it let for seventy.) we admititHl Thomas God- 
frey, a glasier, with hia family, who eaaed us of a 
consiilerable part of it ; and with him we agreed to 
board. 

We had no soaner unpacked our letters, and put our 
press in order, than a person of my acqnaintance, 
George House, brousrht us a countryman, whom K^ 
had ntet in thH streets inqtiirine for a\^t\T\\^T. C^wt 
money was almost exhausted by the nwuWt oK \\\\tv^« 
we hati hfien attVfrt^A to pri»rure. T\\ei ^^e AxAVv'^'* 
we leeeired Aon this cuunlryman, tbo ^v^i^ ^^<^^ 



n un or 

our eaniini^y tomini^ so wanonahly, pLW\ 

pleasure than any aum I have airice gained 

recullectton of the frralifiifle I Mt on thia < 

George Houae, has rendered me often mon 

than perhaps I should utherarUe have been, 

«f0 young beginners in trade. 

. There are in erery country morose bein| 

always prognosticating ruin. There was 

■tamp at Philadelphia He was a man 

declined in years, had an air of wituJom, 

grare manner of speaking. His name w 

Mickle. 1 knew him not ; but he stopped 

my do3r, and asked me if I was the youn 

had lately opeiicni a new printing-house. 

answering in the affirmative, he said that I 

sorry tor me, as it was an nxpenflive under 

the money that had beep laid out upon 

lost, Philadelphia being a place fHlliiig into 

inhabitants having all, or nearly nil of t 

obliged to call together their creditors. Tl 

from undoubted fact, the circumsftances w 

lead us to suppose the contrary, such as 

ings, and the advance price of rent, to I 

appearances, which, in rnuiity, contribiitei 

the general ruin ; and be guve me so hin^ 

misturtunes, actually, exifllin?, or which v« 

take place, that he lefV me almoat in a state 

Had I known this man before I entervd i 

should ilotibtleRS never have vr^ntnred. H* 

however, to live in thJK place of decay, and 

in llie same style, refusing for many yea 

house, because all wan going to wreck ; 

end, I had the satisfaction to nee him pay 

as mitish for one; as it would have rout I 

pnrchuacd it when he first began hi:^ lamen 

I ought to have related, ihnt during the 

the preceedinsryenr, I hafi united thcmnjoi 

informed persons of my acquaintance, ii 

which we called- by the name of the /k: 

object of which was to improve our undc 

We met every Friday evening. The Ri 

drew fip^ obliged every mem\AT \o v^^^N 

turn, one or more questioni n^n tom^ ' 



k. 
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ralitj, politici, or phvloaophy, which were to be dii- 
cuBsea by the society ; and to read, onee in theee 
muothfly an easay of his oWn coinpoflition, on what- 
ever subject he pleafwd. Our debates were under the 
direction of a president, and were to be dictated only 
by a sincere desire of truth ; the pleasure of diepat* 
ing, and the ranity of triumphs, ha?ing no share ia 
\ the business ; and in order to prerent undue warn>thy 
every expression which imphed obntinate adherenes 
to an opinion^ and all direct contradiction, were pro* 
bibited, under small pecuniary penalties. 

The first members of our club were Joseph fireint- 
nal whose occupation was that of a scrivener. He 
was a midflle-aged man^ of a good natural disposi- 
r j '.UfHiy strongly attached to hi» friends, a great lover of 
[ poetry, reading every thing that came in his way, and 
3 writing tolerably well, ingenious in many -little trifles, 
I and of an agreealile conversation. 
n Thomas Godfrey, a skillful, though self-taught ma- 

V tbematician/ and who was afterwards the inventor of 
,t what now goes by the name of fladle^'s dial } but he 
|. ' had little knowledge out of his own hne, and was in- 
il supportable in company, always requiring, like the 
n majority of niathcmaticiiin» that have fallen in mr 
>f way, an unusual pr«H;iHion in every thinf^ that is said, 

continually contradicting, or making trifling distine- 
r. tions ; a sure way of defeating alt the ends of coa- 

1 versation. Ho very i«ojn left us. 

tl . Nicholas Scull« a surveyor, and who became, afrer- 
m • wards surveyor-general. He was fond of books, and 
a < wrote verses. . 

le William Parsons, brought up to the trade of a shoe- 

•s maker, but who, having a ttiHte for reading, had ac- 
le guired a profound knowledge of mathematics. He 
first studied theni with a view to astmlogv, and was 
cf afterwards the first lo laugh at iiis folly. He also be* 
l\- came survcyor-penernl. 

lb William Mawgnde, a joiner, and a very excellent 

he mechanic : and in other respects a man of solid uii- 
fs ' dersianding. 

,R l': Hugh Meredith, Stephen ?o«a, ai\vSL Gifcw^^ Vii3\^ 
his of whom / have RJr<>udy Rpuken. 
oo' Robert Grace, a young man ot totl>4»e \ ^eTv«t« 



•■inat«d,_ aud iritty. (bnil of epirrama, but 
hmd of bis frisnil*. 

Aad,liMlT,Willhim Coleman, it Thm rimir ■ 
•hanl'it clerk, nnd iinarlv al aiy uwn ifie. He I 
cooltr anJ nliMnir heail, ■ Ivirer heart, and 
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This wnwear'n'<J iIulll^!try, wliicli waa perceived by 
our neighbours, liejran lo acquire lis repiiiaiion and 
credit. I lenrued ainoii^ otiier iliinns, inat Dur new 
printing-house, being the 8iibj«*ct uf ci>iivt>rsaiioii at a 
tJlub of incrchanis who met every ev»Miii»ir, it was 
the general opinion that it wouUi fail: there being 
already two priiiiing-huuses in the town. K«'inier'd 
and Bradl'ord'H. Hut i)r. Hard, whom you and I liad 
occasion to sec, inauv years afirr, at his nitive town 
of St. Andrew's, in Sctitland, was of a (liir«'rent opin- 
ion. ** I'he industry of this Franklin (said he) is 
^ superior to any tiling of the kind I have t^ver wit- 
, Dessed. I see iiiui stdl at work when I return fr(»w 
the club at ni<;ht, and he is at it again in the morning 
^ before his neighbours are out of be«l." This account 
■truck the rest of the aFsend)ly, and, ehorily after, 
one of its w)eud)ers eaine to our house, and otVered to 
supply us with urti<:les of Ktationary : but we wished 
not, as yet, to endiarrnss ourselves with kecfting a 
'I shop. It is iiot tor ihe sake of applause that 1 enter 
; so freely into th^ particulars of my industry, but that 
> such of my descendants as shall rea<l these memoirs 
may know the us^ of this virtue, by seeinff, in the re- 
cital of Miy life, the effects it operated in my favour. 
'i George Webb, haviuir f«>uud a friend who lent hioj 
'• the necessary sum to buy out his time of Keimer, 
'^l came one day to off.T himself to u«< as a jonrneynmii. 
^J We coidd not employ him immedi«t«dy ; but I fool- 
I iahly told him. under ilic rose, that 1 intended shortly 
^l to publish a new periodical f)aper, and that we should 
^l then have work for him. My hopes of success, which 
*' 1 imparted lo him, were founded on the circumstance, 
J that the only papi*r wc had in Philadelptiia at that 
^ tiirie, and which itradford printed wa^ a paltry thing, 
^ miserably conducted, in no respect utnusing, and 
* which yet was profitable. I consequt-ntiy supposed 
' that a good work of this kind coidd not fail of sue* 
^ cess. Webb betrayed my se<- ret to Keimer, who, to 
' prevent me, immediately published the prospectus of 
^^ a paper that he intended to institute himself, and iu 
T' which Webb was to be entf:aged. 

'•j I was exasperated at tl\ifl prooeciVvw?;, %.w\, V\"i^ ^ 
rwitr to couotoruct them, not beiuK uXAq «X v'c^'*^'^^^ ^"^ 

D 
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Aiiembly to the G(»vernor, had b«»en execufpd by him 
in a very coarse aud iiicorn'ci iiiann«T. We reprinted 
it with accuracy and neatntsH, antt pent a cupy to 
every member. They peicfiv»'<l the difference; and 
It 8u dtrengthened the influence of our friends in the 
AHsembiy, that we were nuniinuted its printers for the 
following year. 

Among these friends, f ou^ht not to forget one 
memb<*r in particular. Mr. llnmilt.m, whom I have 
mentioned in the former part of my narrative, and who 
was pow returned from Entrjand. He warmley inte- 
rested himsAfl* for me on \\\'\» occnaion, ns he did like- 
wise on many others afterwards ; having continued 
kis kindness to me till his death. 

About this period Mr. Vernon reminded me of the 
.debt I owed him, but without pressing me for pay- 
ment. I wrote a handsome letter on the occasioa, 
begging him to wait a little longer, to which he con- 
sented; and as soon as I was able. I paid him prin- 
cipal and interest, with many fxpressions of grati- 
twJe ; so that this error of my lite was^ in a manner, 
•toned for. 

But another trouble now happened to me, which I 
had not the smallest reason to expect. Meredith's 
lather, who, according to our agreement, was to de- 
fray the whole expense of our printing materials, had 
onlV paid a hundred pounds. Another hundred was 
still due, and the merchant Iteing tired of waiting, 
commenced a suit aeainst us. We bailed the action, 
but with the melancholy prospect, that, if the money 
was not forthcoming at the time fixed, the affair would 
come to issurt, judgment be put in execution, our de- 
lightful hopes be annihilated, and ourselves entirely 
ruined: as the type and press must be sold, perhaps 
. at half their value, to pay the debt. 

In this distress, two real frionds, whose generoat 
conduct I have never forgotten, and never snail for- 
get, while I retain the rem^'mbrance of any thing, 
came to me separately without the knowle<lge of 
each other, and without my having applied to eithec 
^ them. Each offered v/hatever «\oiv«^^ tuv^v \a 
secessar^ to take the busineM \i\Xo tr^ tt^tTWxA*^ 
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wAfl tfrell versffc! in these mnffers. 1 pviblished thrm 
in my iiowj^pHper, and they wero receivee with gr»iat 
saiisfnetion 

As Hooii ns he was e^one, I applied to my two 
friendu, and not wishing^ to erive a disohligiii? pre- 
ference to eitlier of th«Mn. I aecopled from eacn, half 
wiiat he hiid offered ine. and which it was necessarj 
I shoidd have. I pnid the pnrinerithip debts, and 
eontiniit'd the bu^ine^s on my own account; taking 
care to inform the puhlie, by advertisement , of the 
partnershit) bein^ dissidved. This was, I' think, in 
the year 17'29. or thereabout. 

Nearlj^ at the pame period, the people demanded A 
new enitii.sion of paper-money ; the existing and only 
one tliat had taken pi.ice in the province, and which 
amounted to fifteen thouioand )>ouuds, beings soon to 
expire. Tfio wealthy inhabitunrs. prejudiced against 
every port of paper currency, from the fear of its de- 
preciation, of which there had been an tnstancc in 
the province of New En-rland, to the injury of its 
hoU)t'.r9, Rtnmsfly opposed this mennure. We bad die* 
cuQ^od this affair in our Junto, in which I was on the 
side of the new emission ; convinced that the first 
email sum, fabricated in ]7'23. had done much good 
in the province, by favoring commerce, industry, and 
population^ since all the houses were now inhabited, 
and many other buildings, whereas I rcmeml)ered te 
have pecn when I first paraded the streets of Phila- 
delphia eatini^ my roll, the majority of those in Wal- 
nut street, Second-street, Fourth-street, as well as a 
great nninl>er in Chf^snut and other streets, with pa- 
prrs on them, signifying tfmt -bey were to be \e.t ; 
which made me think, at the time, that the inbnbi- 
tants of the town were deserting it one after another. 

Our debates made me so fully muster of the subject, 
thai I wrote and published an anonymous pamphlet, 
«ntifled, *' An Inquiry into the Nature and Xecessity 
of Paper Currency." It was very well received by 
the lower and midtlling classes of people ; but it dis- 
pleased the opulent, as it increased the clamour in fa- 
vour of the new emission. Having, howevet , wq h»\v- 
ter among them capable of uwftwenn^ \\, \\\«vc CkW** 
•iiiM *0c«ratf Jest violenl ; wvOl \Vi«t« ^vei% vs^ "«»» 
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Hon§e of AssemUly a majority for the measure, it 
passed. The rrienri:* I had acquired in the l-louae, 
persuaded that I hiid done the cuuntry essential Ker- 
▼ice on this occasion, rewarded me by pivinjf me the 
printing of the bills. It was a lucrative employment, 
and proved a very sonstnitihle help to me ; another 
mdvantage which I derived from having habituated 
■lyself to write. 

Time and experience no fully demonstrated the 
utility of paper currency, that it never after expe- 
rienced any considerable opposition : so that it sons 
mmouiited to 55.0U0/. and in the year 1739 to 80,000/. 
It has since risen, during the last war, to 350,000/, 
trade, buddin&^s, and population, having in the inter- 
val continually incrPHrted : but I am now convinced 
that there are limits beyond which paper money 
would be prejudiciul. 

1 soon after obtained by the influence of my friend 
Hamilton, the printiui; of the Newcastle paper money, 
another profital)le work as I then thouglit it, little 
things appearing gre»it to persons of moderate fortune ; 
and they were really great to me, as proving great en- 
couragements. Ue also procured me the printing of 
the laws and votes of that government, which I re- 
tained as long as I ctmtiniicd in the business. 

I now opened a small stationer's shop. I kept 
bonds and agreements of all kinds, drawn up in a 
more accurate form than had vet been seen in that 
part of the world : a work in wliich 1 was assisted by 
my friend Brientnal. I Imd alno paper, parchment, 

J)asteboard, books, &c. Ore Whitemarsh, an excel- 
ent compositor, whom I had known in Lond(m,come 
to offer himself: 1 envaged him : and he continued 
constantly and diligpuily to work with me. I also 
took an apprentice the son of Aquila Rose. 

1 began to pay, by degrees, the debt I had contract* 
ed ; and, in order to insure my credit and character 
as a tradesman. I look vare not only to be really in- 
dustrious and frugal, but also to avoid every appear- 
ance of the contrary. I was plainly dressed, and 
never seen in any place of public amusement I 
never went a fishing or hunting. A bo(»k, indeed, en- 
i/c0d m9, «u/uetiix}e8 from my work, but it WMpeldom , 
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W no 8leiilth,an(1 ocrasloneH no Bcanda] : and, to show 
that 1 did not tliink myself above my profession, I 
conveyed home sometimes in a wlie^Umrrow, the pa- 
per 1 had pnrchasadnt the warehcmsee.^ 

I thus ohtained the re{>i)tation of bein^ an indus- 
trioiiH yuun^ man, and very piincluai i^ iiis paymentr. 
The mercharhts, who un|iorted articles of Btnfionary, 
solicited my ctistum ; others offered to furnish me with 
books, and my little trade went on pros-peroHsly. 

Meanwhile, the -credit and business of Keimer ili- 
minishinpoven' day, he was at Jsist foreed'fo sell bis 
stock to satisfy his creditors, and he het4)ok himseli 
to Barbadoes, where he lived for some time in a very 
impoverished state. His apprentice, I)«\id Harry, 
wliom I "had inntructed while I worked with Keiiner, 
having tiou^i-t his materials, succeeded him in the 
business. 1 was appreliensive, at first, of finding in 
Harry, a powerful competitor, as he was allied to an 
<^ulent ainl respectal»le family. I therefore propofied 
1 partnership, which, happily for me, he rejected with 
disdain. He was extremely proud, thought himself 
a fine gentleman, lived extravagantly, and pursued 
amuseraentd which suffered him to be scarcely i^ver at 
home ; of consequence he became in debt, neglected 
bis business, and business neglected him. Finding in 
a shurl titne, nothing to do in the country, he followed 
Keiiner to Barbado<-8. carrying his printing materials 
with bira. There the a{iprcntice emplo\ed bis old 
master as a journeyman. They were continually 
quarrelling; and Harry, still getting in debt, was 
obliged. a4 last, to sell his press and types, and return 
to his old oec4J|>ation of husbandry in Pennsylvania. 
The person who purchased them,empfoyed Keinierto 
manage the business : but he died a few years after. 

I had now at Philadelphia-, no competitor but Brad« 
ford, who, bein? in easy circumstances, did not engage. 
in the printing of books, except now and then as 
workmen chanced to offer themselves ; and was not 
anxious to extend his trade. He had, however, one 
advantage over me, as ha had the nlirection of the 
•ost-ofHce, and wns, of conse<^neiice, supposed l^Vvv*^ 
better opportunities of obtaining ^«>.>i4«. '^\«.-^^\.^i 
VM l^l*P 8uppo8td to be more ad^«iwVft|^<^<i>>iA V4 %.^« 



i ii.s in.ar.nanr of l,i. ex.;,.; 
my (li<2„sf WMs so loou'd .1 

<'->Pv.n..|,is example.' '^'" 

W and hair,. rri.p,,,^ ^^^^^^^^^^ 

ndeed he worked very J i tie 
h »nntlio,narics. Mrs G uK. 

^ciiiei , till she saw i har I w,.o 
not.diffiiM.lt; tho hulv i. r '''• 
Perflonal morit T?/ ^"''^*' 

leaving „„.o^,,,,,,.^jj,,„/;;^'^ 
an cxpl«t»ar on Afr- r' »• 
our little ir..nfv I /„v /' '^^ '" 

ne3.thatwo„ldl„: :^-Ye 

remainder of i|,p .i^k* r'"*^' **' '*^. 
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not if they had really changed llicir minds, or if it wat 
merely an artifice, 8ti[)|)osiii<; our nfitH'tioiLo to be too 
far en«rag^»'<l for ut* to desist, and lliat we sliuiild con- 
trive to marry secretly, wliich would leave them at 
liberty to give or not, as tbey pleased. Bui, Hiispect- 
in^ this motive, I never went asain to their bouse. 

Some time after, Mrs. Godfrey informed ine iliat 
tbey were favourably disposeil towards m(^, nnd wish* 
ed me to renew the dcquaintunce ; but I declared a 
firm resolution never to buve any thing m(»re lo do 
with the familj^. The Godfreys expressed some re- 
sentment at this ; and as we could no longer agree, 
they changed their residence, leavisig mc in posses- 
lion of the whoh^ house I then resolved to inke no 
more lodgers. This affair having tuniod my thoughts 
to marriage, 1 looked around uie, and m(idt> ov rturea 
of alliance in other quarters ; but 1 soon found that 
the profession of a printt-r, being generally looked 
upon as a poor trade, I could expect no money with 
a wife, at least, if I wished her to possess any* other 
charm. Meanwhile, that f)a!«sion of vouth, so diffi- 
cult to govern, had often drawn me into intrigues with 
despicable women who fell in my way : which were 
not unaccompanied with expense and inconvenience, 
besides the f>erpetual risk of injuring my health, and 
catching a disease wliich 1 dreaded above all things. 
But I was fortunate enough to escape this danger. 

As a neighbour and old acquaintance. 1 bad kept 
up a friendly intimacy with the family of Aliss Reed. 
Her parents had retained an affection for me from the 
time of my lodging in their house. 1 was often in- 
Tited thither ; they consulted me about their affairs, 
and I had been sometimes serviceable to them, f was 
touched with the unhappy siiuati(m of their daugh* 
ter, who was almost always melancholy, and continu. 
ally seeking solitude. I regarded my forgerfulnessand 
inconstancy, during my obode in London, as the prin- 
cipal part of her misfortune, though her mother had 
the candour to attribute the fault to her-'elf, rather 
than to me because, after bavine prevented our mar- 
riage previously to my departure «V\« W^ vcv^wcg^^. 
her to marry another in TOv «\>H«»Tvc«. 

Our mutual affection Te^VveA\ \k\kX >^ifevt «»N«^ft 
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jfrcft: obstflcles to our union. Her marriage iraa co«[* 
Bidered, itideefi, as not being voliil, ihe mun liaving, 
it was said, a Jormpr wife Htill living in England : i>ut 
of this it was difficult to obtain a proof at so great a 
distance: and tboturli a re[)ort prevaitcd of bis being 
deati, yef we had no certainty of it ; and, supposing 
it to be true, he had left many delits, for the payment 
of which his succespor might he sued. We ventured, 
nevertht'lesB, in spite of all these difficulties ; imd f 
married her (»n the 1st of September, 1730. None of 
tlio inconveniences we had feared, happened lo us. 
She proved to me a good and t'aithlul companion, 
and contributed cssentrally to the surce^so^ my phop. 
We prospered together, and it was onr mutual Htudj 
to render each other happy Thus 1 corrected, as 
well as 1 could, this great error of my youth. 

Our club was not at that time eMahlished at a ta* 
▼em. We held our meetings at the house of Mr. 
Grace, who appropriated a room to the purpose. 
Some memlMjr observed, one day, that as our iiooka 
were frequently quoted in the ecjurse of our discus- 
■ions, it would be convenient to have them collected 
in the room in which we assembled, in order to be 
consulted on occasion ; and that, by thus forming a 
common library of our individual collections, each 
would have the advantage of using the books of all 
the other members, which would nearly be the same 
as if he posscissed them all himself. The idea was 
approved, and we accordingly brought such books as 
we thought we conM spare, which were placed at tha 
end of the club-rt>oin. They amounted not to so ma- 
ny as we expected ; and though we made considera-' 
ble use of them, yet some inconveniences resulting, 
from want of care, it was agreed, after about a year, 
to discontinue the collection ; and each taking awaj 
such books as l>elonged to him. 

It was now that I Arst started the idea of eatablish- 

tug,by subscription, a public librory. I drew up tha 

proposals, had them engrossed in form by Brockden, 

the attorney, and my project succeeded, as will be 

#»M» iu tbB sequel. • » • • • » 
•>jp^«a »•♦ ♦ 
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(The life of Dr. Franklin, aa written by himself, «o 
far as it has yet l>pen commiinic.Hted to the world, 
breaks off in this plijce. We utuh»ratan(l »hnt it wag 
contiiiiipd by him somewhat farther, and we hope 
that the remaintler will, at some future period, be 
communicated to the public. We have no hefiitation 
in nupposin^, that every reader will find himself 
greatly interested by the frank simplicitjp, and the 
philosophical discernment by which these pa/^es are so 
eminently characterized. We have therefure thought 
proper, in order, as much as possible, to relieve his 
regret, to subjoin the following continuation by one 
of the Doctor^s intimate friends. It is extracted from 
an American perio<iical publication, and was written 
by the late Dr. Stuber,* of Philadelphia. 

*Dr. Stuber was born in Pliiladelpbia of Herman parfin'*. 
He was KGD' at a>i early egc. to he university, where hii 
f:»ni ■, r ilig' nee, and amiable temper, «• on a* 'qui red faim 
the partic'iTar iiotice a d avor of tiio e unde ' whoite inl- 
ine ia e direction he wan plnci-d. After pas'inj: throng 
the Cammon coursf <>f study, in a n-uch shor er lime than 
usual, '-e left the university, Ht t'te age of sixteen, with ateut 
reputaiion. Not long after, he e tered on the btudy of phy* 
sic: ad thn zeal h'i d ««hicU ho pursued it, and the ad- 
vances he in*de, '.ave Ui» friemls resM) • to fo 'n the mo^t 
flat eriiiic prosi ec s of his u re eminenre and u¥eful ess 
in his pro essiou. As It. *^tn er's cirru' stances were very 
mn 'erite, he did n<^ t ink litis p rsult well calddaed to an- 
swer them. He herofore r li ui . ed it, after he > ad ob- 
tained a de ree in the profession, and r.ualified hiraseli to 
practice with CI edit and success; and immediately en ered 
on ihesiudyo i lie Ik*. ^< hie in pursuit or t>'e last-mea 
tioned oJjeci, lie wa< proven e , 'ly a i remaiu o d«'ath, tiom 
rea ing thi* :'iuit o i ■ se alcnts wbtt w i h he was en- 
dowed, and if a yo<rh spent iu the ardent and succeuful 
parsoit of useiul andelegaui literature. 



y , lOIIIld it (lifTit!!! 

iroin the wnnt of lil)rniio< afiinicicn 
circumpfjuicos tli*' pstablisliMiciii ( 
wa-* an iinpoitaiif ovi'iit. This wa 
bv Frniikliu. aboiil tiic Vfar 17) 
eiib-crilnil lorfy sliilliiiiis <'iicl), a 
ten shil!in«:s atiMuallv. 'I'lu- niiinlx 
in 17 1'2, till' cnMi'iuiiv was iricdrpora 
of *• Tlic Library iNtiiipniiy of 1*1 
Veral ollior ooinpainrs wrrr form* 
hnitntioii of it. 'I'hcsp \Vfr»* all at I 
the Library Cotnpniiy of IMiiladpIdh 
cpivod a f(>iisiil(!rubU> accession of Ixm 
It now contain!* aliotit oiuhi thonsant 
tubjectit, II pl)iliiso|il)ical apparatus, a 
collection of natural and artificial 
lis support the (-cMnpany now posspH 
perly ui considerable value. They I 
in eie^iint bonse in Fifib- street, in til 
will 1)6 erected a niurbic statue of tliei 
jainiti Franklin 

This institution wns prreittly enci 
frifinili*of literaluroin Atnerica nnd ir 
Tbe Penn family <listintjuislied then 
donation.''. AniOfiir'*t the earliest frier 
lution. muPt be. m»»i.«- - 
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miirormlj refused to aroppt of any compensation. 
During this time, lie roiniiiiinicitteil to llie diroctora 
every infurmatiun n-lniivt' to iinprovetiientsitnd disco- 
▼eriea in the arts, a^riiMiltiiro and pliilosophy. 

The beneHcini influence of the institution was soon 
evident. T!ie terms of suhscription to it were so mo- 
derate, that it was acci'ssuble to every one. Its advan- 
tastes were not confined to tlie opulent. TBe citizens 
in the middle and Kmvr walks of life were equally 
partakers of them. fl'Mice a de^r^^e of informatioa 
was extended nmonffst all elMHses of people. The 
example was soon followed. Libraries were estab- 
lishea in various placo-*, and they are now l>ecome 
very numerous in tlie United States, and particularly 
in Pennsylvania. It is lo he hoped that they will be 
fltill more widely exiin*leH, and that infornuition will 
be every where in<Tea«<i'd. I'liis will l»e the best se- 
curity for maintaining 4>ur liherlies. A nation of well 
informed men, who have heen taught to know and 
prize the rights whieh (lod has given them, cannot be 
enslaved. It is in the regions of ignorance thut ty- 
ranny reigns It flies helore the light of science. Let 
the citizens of AmeriiM, then, encourage institutions 
calculated to diffuse knowledge amongst people ; and 
amongst these, public libraries are not ino least im- 
portant. 

In 1792. Franklin began to pnhlish Poor Richard's 
Almanac. This was remarkable for the numerous 
and vahinble <'oncise mxaims uhich it contained, all 
tending to exhort to ipdnstry and frugality. It was 
continued for many tears. In the almanac for the 
last year, all the m<ixims were collected in an address 
to the reader, entitled. -The Way to Wealth." This 
has been translated into various languages, and in- 
serted in different publications. It has also been 
printed on a large sheet, and may be seen framed in 
many bouses in this city. This address containb', 
perhaps, the best practical system of economy^ that 
ever has appeared. It wa» written in a manner intel- 
ligible to every one, and which eannot fail of cimvin- 
cing every reader of the jnsticr and propriety of the 
remarks and advice which it contains. CU^ vV«v(\«.v^ 
for this altsanac was so greoX, \V«X Xwa. \>b>»»*%s^^ 
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CATIY iif this city. This oxam[)le was soon followed 
y others; an<l ih«re are now nniiieroii? (ire cuinpa* 
nied in the city and libeilieix To these may be attri- 
buted, in a^reat degree, the activity in estini^uishing 
fires, for which the i:iti/.>'ns of PhiiaHelphia are dis- 
tinguished, and the inconsidfrahle damage which ihii 
city has sustained troin this cause. 8t)mo time after, 
Franklin suejgepted the plan of an association for in- 
suring houses from losses hy fire, wjiich was adopted; 
and the association (-.(•niinHes to this dsy. The ad« 
Tantages experienced fr«»ni it iiave been gn'at. 

From the first es<!»hlis'imoHt of Pennsylvania, a 
spirit of dispute appears <o lYave prevailetr amongst 
its inhabitants. During thi> life-<imoof William Penn, 
the constitution had been 4hrce tinned altered. Alter 
this period the hi-*tory of Peons^Ivauia is little else 
than a recital of the quarrels between the proprieta- 
ries, or their governors, and the Assembly. The nro- 
nrietaries contended lor the ri^ht of exempting their 
lands from taxes; to which th.^ Assembly would by 
no means consent. This subject of dispute interfered 
in almost every question, and (wevented the most sa- 
lutary lawa from being enacted. This, at times, sub- 
jected the peiiple to grest inconveniences. In the 
year 1744, JurHig a war between France and Great 
Dtitain, some Irencli and Indians hud made inroads 
apon the frontier inhabitants of the province, who 
were unprovided for such an attack, it becaaiQ iie- 
eessary that the citisi^ns sbould arm for their defence. 
Governor 'rbomus reoummended to the Assembly, 
who were then sitting, to pass u militia law. To this 
they would agree, only upun condition that he slwiuld 
give his assent to certain laws, which appeared to 
tbeni calculated to promote the interests of the peo- 
ple. As he thought these -laws would be iniurious to 
the proprietaries, he refused his assent to tnem ; and 
the Assembly broke up without passing a militia law. 
The situation of the province was ai this time, trulj 
alarming ; exposed to the continual inroad «^'C %.Vk. ^xs»v> 
my, destitute of every me.ana o^ ^«,'C<ftws.^. Vck >^«>» 
crisis, Franklin Btepv*^*^ VotvVx, tiwv\ v^v<^c«»^ ^^^ 
'meeting of the cit\zena o« ^VxW'iv^^^V^Y*'^^ "5^5*^ 
^olmuttur/ Msociatiun Cot XU% ^*^*^<i* ^ ^^* ^ 
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This was approved of, and simi»»d by twelve hundred 

f persons immfdiafoly Copies were instantly circii- 
areU ihroiighout the provinces; and. in a short time, 
the number of signers amonnled to ten thousand. 
Franklin wa.s chosen colonel «if the Philadelphia re- 
giment ; but he did not think proper to accept of the 
non<»r. 

Pursuits of a different nature now occupied the 
greatPBt part of his attpntii»n for some years. He en- 
gaged in a course of olectricui experiments, with all 
the ardour and thirst fv»r discovery which character- 
ized the philosophers of that t\ny. Of ail the branches 
of experimental philosofihy, electricity hud been least 
explored. The attractive powt-r of amber is mention- 
ed by Theophrastus and Pliny, and from them, by la- 
ter naturalists. In the year GOO. Gilbert, an English 
physician, enlarged, considi^rably, the catalogue of 
BubstaDces, which huve th- proporty of attracting 
light bodies. Boyle, Otto Gnericke, a burgemaster ol 
Mag<lebnrs:, celebrated a.« tin; inventor of the air- 
pump, Dr Wall, and Sir Isaas N.^wton, added some 
facts. Guericke first observed the repulsive power 
of electricity, and the ligrhi and noise produced by it. 
In 1709, Hawkesbec coninumicnted some important 
observations and oxperitnent.> to tiie world. For se- 
veral years, electricity wu> entin ly neglected, until 
Mr. Grey applied himself to if, in 1728, with great assi- 
duity. He and his friend. Mr Weeler, made a great 
Tariety of experiments ; in which they demcmstrated, 
that electricity may be c*>minunicaied from one Ixidr 
to another even without b«ini.' in eontact, and in ihii 
way may be conducted )o a ffient di-tance. Mr. Grey 
afterwards found, that, by stisptMidinj? rods of iron by 
silk or hair lines, and bringing nn excited tube under 
them, sparks might l»e «1 raw n, and a light perceive' 
at the extremities in the dark, M. Du Faye, inte 
dantofthe French kine*s srardons. made a number 
experiments, which added not a little to the scienc 
He made the discovery of two kinds of electricit 
which he called ritrefnis and resinous ; the forw 
/>rodnced by rubbine elips, the latter fr<im exc" 
mulphur, eealinf^-wax, Slc. But this idea he f 
wmrdttgnye up u errooeous. Between ib« "j*wi 
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and 1742. Doaaneuliera made a number of experi- 
ments, hilt M(l(io<l little of imporfaiico He first iisod 
Uie term:' €0/utuc(f>r8 and electrics per se. In 1742, 
I sevenii in^iMuoii^ (MTinnns eimiiircd in this suhjj^ct ; 
I of thone tho priruMi'MJ vvrro, pidlessor I^oze, of Wit- 
tetihiirgr. professor Winkles, of Lcipsic. Gordon, a 
Scotfh Bent'dictine monk, professor of philosophy at 
Erfurt, and Dr. Lridolf, of Berlin. Tlie result of their 
I researches astonished the pliilosopherB of Europe. 
t Their apparatus was large, aud by nieans of it they 
I were enabled to eollect larjre quantities of tho eleetri'c 
' fluid, and thus to produce phenomena which had been 
hitherto unobserved. They killed small birds, and 
set spirits on fire. Their experiments excited the cu- 
riosity ot other philosophers. Coiliuson. about the 
year 1645, sent to the Library Comjiany of Pliiladcl- 
phia an account of theHe experinieuta, together with 
a tube and directions how to use it. Franklin, with 
some of his friends, inwnediately enpnped in a course 
of experiments ; the result of winch is well known. 
He was enabled to make a number ot important disco- 
veries, and to propose theories to account for various 
phenomena, which have been universally adoptisd, 
and which hid fair to endure for ajjes. liis obser- 
vations be communicated, in a series of letters, to 
I his friend Colliuson; the first of which is dated 
' March 28, 1747. In these, he shows the power of 
points in drawing and throwing off the electrical 
matter, whi<rh had hitherto escaped the notice of elec- 
1 tricians. He also made the grand discovery of t\ plus 
T and mifu/^, or of ^ positvie m\A negtilive. state of elec- 
* tricity. We -give him the honor of this, without 
hesitation ; although the English have claimed it for 
their countryman, Dr. Watson. Watscm's paper is 
dated January *2I, 1748; Franklin's, July 11, 1747; 
several months prior. Shortly after, Franklin, from 
his principles of the plus and minus state, explained, 
in a satisfactory manner, the phenrimena of the Ley- 
I den phial, first observed by Mr. Cuneus, or by pro- 
1 fessor MuRchenbroeck. of Leyden. which had uuich 
'^ perplexed philosophers. He showed clearly, that the 
bottle, when charged, contained no more electricity 
than before, but that m much ¥r«A \«>i^«ii \x^\Ok «ii&% 
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■iilft ns wa« thrown on the other; snd tlint, 
chart;*: it, notliin-«r was mM'e-ss.iry hut to pr 
coiiiiiiiinicaf HMi h»twrrn tlio ivvo sid* s l>y ^^ 
eQuiIibriiini mi^hi b" restored, and tiial then 
oteiectricity would renmin. He afterwurdi* 
Strated by experiments, that the electrit ity dii 
litle in the coating, as had been sMpposed, bi 

Eoresofthe flans itself. After a phial was c 
e reimived tiie coating, and found that U|:M>n a 
a new coating the shock mi|s:ht still be reeci^ 
the year 1749, he first supcested his idea of ex 
the phenomena of ihuniler^usts, and of the 
boreaUs, upon electrienl principles. He pt 
many particularR in which ligliining and cl< 
a^ree ; and he adduces many facts, and rei 
from facts, in support of his nottitions. In l 
vear he conceived the astonishingly hohl am 
idea of ascertainins: the truth of his doctrine 
tually drawin» down the lightnin<ri hy ineuns 
pointed iron rods raided intotlie region of th( 
Even inthifl uncertain stite, his passion to h 
to inankmd displays itself in u powerful manm 
mitting^ the identity of electricity and li^htn 
knowing the power of points in repelling bodif 
ed with electricity, and in conducting tlieir firt 
]y and imperceptibly, he suggested the idea i 
ing houses, ships, &c. from being domnged 
ning, by erecting pointed rods, that should rl 
feef above the most elevated part, and dece 
feet into the grounii or tli.e water. The elTect 
he concluded, would -be either to prevent a st 
repelling the cloud beyond t lie striking dist 
by drawing off the electrical fire which It co 
or, if they couhl not eflTei t this, tliey would 
conduct the electric matter to the earth, witi 
injury to the building. 

It was not until the summer of 1750, that 
enabled to complete his srand and unpnrall 
covery by experinient. Thix plan whicri he 
ginally propont^d, was to erect on some high t 
other elevated place, a sentry-box. from whir 
rise a pointed inm nwl. insijlated by being f 
fake of rog'iD. Electrified clouds passing o 
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•nd 1742. D«»san!rnlier9 mnHe a number of experi- 
ir.enfs, but nildiNl iirtle ot iiDportnnco He first ii^od 
tli»» term:' contnictf>rs nnd eiectrt'cs per sr. In 174*3, 
severul injr<Mii()ii«i (jennans enjrnged in this subject ; 
of tbese the princiiml wore, profefsor R(iz«t, of VVit- 
tenburp. professor Winkles, of Lcipsic. Gordon, a 
Scotch Benedictine monk, professor of philosophy at 
Erfurt, and Dr. Ltidolf, of Berlin. The reMtili of their 
i researches astonished the philosophers of Europe. 
Y Their appnraliis was large, aud by nieans of it tlicy 
J were enabled to collect Inrire quantities of the electric 
fluid, and thus to produce phenomena which had been 
, hitherto unobserved. They killed small birds, and 
set spirits on-firn. Their experiments excited lhecu« 
riosity ot other philosophers, Coiliiison. about the 
year 1645, sent to the Library Com|jany of Philadel- 
1 phia an account of these experiments, top:ether with 
I a tube and directions how to use it. Franklin, with 
j some of his friends, immediately enpnped in a course 
]•■ of experiments ; the resuh of which is well known. 
He was enabled to make a numl)er of important disco- 
veries, and to propose theories to account for various 
phenomena, which have been univerrtallv ajlopted, 
I and which bid fair to endure for a^es. Ylis obser- 
, vatious he communicated, in a series of letters, to 
j' his friend Collinson ; the first of which is dated 
[ March 23, 1747. In these, he shows the power of 
: points in drawing and throwing off the electrical 
J matter, which had hitherto escaped the notice ofclec- 
C tricians. He al^o made the grand discovery of a 77/?/* 
H and minus, or of a posih'ie am\ negative state of elec- 
* tricity. We -give him the honor of this, without 
hesitation ; although the F^nglisb have cl.iimed it for 
their countryman, Dr. Watson. Watson's paper is 
dated January '2\, 1748; Franklin's, July 11, 1747; 
several months prior. Shortly after, Franklin, from 
his principles of the plus and minus state, explained, 
in a satisfactory manner, the phenomena of the Ley- 
den phial, first observed by Mr. Cuneus, or by pro- 
fessor Muschenbroeck, of l^eyden, which had much 
perplexed phib>sophers. He showed clearly, thaitVsA 
bottle, when charged, contain^U uvi rcvc\x^ ^««\x\raVS 
tkuui before, but that as much y^qa \«>k«ii lt«a^ ^^^ 



d- ^.-.»^« ■«utiwiT, wijii, iiuiwiiriF 
isadvnnfages under which the work 1 
mwjh p|piise(J with if. and reptHtcd the 
with PuccRsa. rie prevaih'd with liis. friei 
bard, to pve his count rvj'nen a more cor 
tion of the works of tho Americ'in eloctri 
contrihuted much towardi* spreading a k 
Yt?" u principles in - France, 'i'he 1 
AV. bearing of these experiinenfP, exnn 
to be a spccfHtor of ihem. A conrse of « 
was given at the seat of the Due D'Ayen, 
Jiam, by M. DM. or. I he epploiiKea whi< 
beyowed upon Franklin excited in Buffon, 
■??."« L.or, an enrnei*f desire of asoertaini 
or his theory of thunder^ust. Buflon ere< 

Baratua on the tower of Monthar, M. JD 
laryla-Tille, and De Lor at his house ir 
jwoe at Paris, somn of the hishePt ijround i 
Jel. D'Alilmrd's machine first showed sie 
tncitr. On the lOih of May, 1752. a thi 
passed over it, in the absence of M.D'Alir 
nnmrber of aparka were drawn fre-n it by 
joiner, with whom D'Alibard had left •& 
to DfocMd, and by M R.iulet. the prW^ o 
▼Hl6. An apcoont ofthia^neriment w«s « 
Royal Acadeiny of i^ia^^^^hy M. BUli 
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Recovery, Pofcs^or Fvichnmn bnde fair to add much 
to «lie Slock of krn>wlu(l«;e on tlii.s suhji-ct, when an 
unfortiiniitt; flash from his roiuhicittr put a period to 
hiri existance. Tlie frititidd i»f sr,ience will long re- 
ineinl)tir with regret, thearniahle niarr^r to electricity, 

By these experiuuMiis Fruukliii's roeory was estub- 
I'lBhed in the most con\in(.-)ng manner. When the 
trutii of it couid no longer be doiibted, envy and va- 
nity endeavoured to detract from its merit. That aa 
American, an inhabitant of the (ibscure city of PhiJa- 
dtJpiiia, the name uf whicii was haidly known, should 
be able to make -discoveries, and to frame theories, 
whicii had esca[>ed the notice vi' the enlighened phi- 
losophers of Europe, was loo mortifying- to be admit- 
ted. He must certainly have taken the idea from 
some one else. An American, a being of an infi:rior 
order, make discoveries ! — lujpossible. It was said, 
that the Abbe Nollet, 174U, had suggested the idea of 
the similarity of liglitning and electricity, in iiis Le- 
cons de Physique, it is true that the. Altbe immrions 
tlic idea, but he throws it out as a bare conjecture, and 
proposes no mode of ascertaining the truth of it. lie 
liini-«eif acknowledges, that Frank in lirsl entertained' 
the bold thought cf bringing lightning from the hea- 
Tens, by mean.*4 of pointed rods tixtMi in the air. 'I'he 
similarity of lightning and electricity in so strong, that 
we need not be surnriscd at notice bt'ing taken of it, 
as soon as electrical phenomena became familiar. \We 
find it mentioned by l)r. Wall and Mr. Grey, while the 
science wax in its infancy. But the honor of form- 
ing a regular theory of thundergusts, of suggesting a 
mode of determining the truth of it by experiments and 
of putting these experiments in praotice,and thus es- 
tablitihing the theory upon a firm and solid oasis, it 
iiicontestibly due to Franklin. D'Alihard, who made 
the first experiments in France, says, that he only fol- 
lowed the tract which Franklin had p<iitited out. 

It ha{< been f»f late asserted, that the^honour of com- 
pleting the experiment with the electrical kite, does 
not belong to Franklin. S«mie late English ipft.v«>.'a.\^\>\v% 
have attributed it to some FTcwc\\tttvv\\ . "wXwjw.v yviy^^ 
thev do Hof menti^m ; and t\\c KVAui ^exxXwV^vv v^*^»^ 
t9M. de Homaa, assessor to tUo v***^*^^^^ *^ 



•imPnt Wlia mc.v, ... _ 

\uz an QctM)uiir of ir, i;* date«J Oclober iv, «.tw, 

De KoniHs rn<((It> his first nrirmpt on the i4th oi 

iv, \7o), but was nnf soces^ful until the 7th ol 

lit*, a y<Mir ufhT Friuik'in ha«l cromplotrd the jlia« 

very, anil when it was known to all the pliiluso* 

iPPH in Eur<v[)e. 

B«si<le8 these prcnt principh's. Frnklin's letters on 
ectrieity contain a auinl>er of liicts ami hints, which 
are contributed greatly towenls reducing this brancl' 
fknowledge tua Hcif-nce. Hin frien<l Mr. Kiniinflrs 
ly comrniinieiited to him n dis(*o\ery of the differen 
inds of electricity; excited uy ruhbing elann and sal 
-hur. This, we have i«uid. wuh first ob.««erved by W 
>u Faye, but it was ft»r ninny yenrs n^ glected. Th 
ihiiosophers were disposed to iicrouni for the phi 
lomena, rather from adilfirence in the quantity ofelei 
TicitT collected, and even I)u Faye himself seems . 
jadt to have adopted thin doctrine. Franklin^ at firt 
tntertained the same idea; but, upon repenting tl 
experiments, be perceived that Mr. Kinnersle^ w 
right : and that the ritreotts a.m\ resinous electricity 
Du Faye were nothing more than the pontive and i 
g^ict states which he bad behire observed ; and tl 
tiM glass glolie charged positireiy^ or increased t 
••••ntifT of electricity on the priiiie conductor, wh 

• • • -I :.« rtNtiiral quant 
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16 cloudfl, and not the cloud;^ that stFikfl into 
rtli." The letter coiiiiiiniiii; tfiet^e i)h:*ervHiion8 
tl in Sppt.Mn'.ier, 1753 ; umJ yei the discovery of 
iins^ thiin<it>r haa Itnen Haid to Ik* ol'a modern date, 
.» iH'eu attributed to the Ahhe BKfthuloiY, who 
led hi3 ntenioir on th«» suhj.Tt in 1776. 
iklin's |(>tt(>rs have beon tranaltited into most 
European lan?uai:ra, and into Latin. In propor- 

they have become, known, hi^ principles) have 
adopted. Home oppositicm wan made tu hit 
>s, particularly hy the Ahbe Nollet, who was, 
er, hut feebly Rupporte<l, while the first phihiso- 
in Europe Mepped fortii-in defence of Frank- 
rincipled, amongst whom D'Alihard and Becca- 
re the most disfin^ni.«hed. The opposition was 
illy cea!*ed. and the Franklintan system is now 
sally adopted, where Rcience flourishes. 

imptirtant practical uae which Franklin made 
discovaries, the securin? of houses from iijjurj 
lining, has been already mentioned. Pointed 
!tors are now very common in America ; but 
ice has hitherto prevented their general intro- 
n into Curooe, notwithstanding the most un- 
>d proofs of tneir utility have been given. Rut 
nd can with difficulty he brought to laj aside 
shed practices, or to adopt new ones. And 
IS we have more reason to be surprised, ihnf 
*tice. however ratioivil, whieli was proposed 
forty years ago. should in that tiiiie have beea 
td in so many places, than tliaf it has not uui« 
\y prevailed. It is only h^ degrees that the 
XMiy of mankind can he led into new practices, 
er salutary their tendency. It is now nearly 

years since inoculation was introdaced into 
e and America; and it is so' far from beinff 
il at present, th.it it will require one or two 
ies to render it so. 

he year 1745, Franklin published an account of 
w invented Penu'^ylvania fire-places; in which 
lutely and accurately states the advanta^«% «>^ 
nt kinds of fire-places ; awA ««i^«viviVk'c^ v^ 
that the one which be deecrWie* Vo \*»Vje V5" 
tQ mnjr other. This conirivunc© ViA» %vf«^*^ ^"^ 
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[■ Wlii.:li arc'co|,|<. I(m,iIj-»c!m^:^ "Iv." 

^HiMot tofhi.. Im.!h> w.,-.ririr !..| 

, KM- VI th.i ;:(.u,>ral a.<-on,!,lv of l»cni 

ji ^'''•^>'-^-^;"'-tnccily<.ri>,nia;iH,.i.,a. ' 

ed TO be Ihenjust rigrl.fs. Krauklin. i 
r?lit8 ot man troin his infancy, soon 

th.. proprietaries. H„ was s,.on looko 
head of the opposition; and to hi.n ha 
bated many oi tl,,, spirited repli.-s ofth- 
the nie«sair«3 of the governors IJJs i„ 
bo<ly was vory great. This arose not fr 
nor powers- ol eloquence; he spoke h» 
lie never was known lo make any t -in- 
borate harrun-ue. His speeches oft.ni 
aein|;L.8=.ntence. of a Wc.||-t«h| st^ y 
which was obviously to the point. H.. „ 
ed the flowery fi.dd of oratorv. ilis 
plain and u„ld. |Iis stylo in speakin. v 
Qf hw wntinar«, simply, un.do.-n.d. „„,] 
concigfi. Will his phiin manner, «„d 
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manently secure, which can onlv be done by makinf; 
their value properljr known ; and this must depentl 
upon incrcasioc and extending information to every 
emss of men We have already seen that he was 
the founder of the public library, which contributed 
greatly towards improving the minds of the citizens. 
But this was not sufficient. The schools then sub- 
sistin^ were in general of little utility. The teachers 
were men ill qualified for the important dutv which 
thpv had undertaken ; and nft«>r all. nothing more 
could be obtained than the rudiments of n commcn 
English education. Franklin dniw up n plan of an 
academy to be erected in the city of Philadelphia, 
suited to *' the state of an infant country /* but in 
thin, as in all his plans, he confined not his views to 
the present time only. lie looked forward to the pe- 
riod when an institution on an enlarged plan would 
become necessary. With this view, he consiWered 
his academy as ** a foundation for posterity to erect 
a seminary of learning more extensive and suitable 
Co future circumstances." In pursuance of this plan, 
the constitutiuns were drawn up and signed on the 
13lh of November, 1749. In theBe twonty-four of the 
most respectable citizens of Philadi^lpiiia were named 
as trustees. In the choice of these, and in the for- 
mation of this plan, Franklin is paid to have consulted 
chiefly with Thomas Hopkinson Esq. the Rpv. Richard 
Peters, then secretary ot the provinco, Tench Francis. 
Esq. attorney-general, and Dr Phineas Bond. 

The following article shows a spirit of benevolence 
worthy of imitation ; and for the honor of our city, wc 
hope that it continues to be in force. 

" In case of the disabiliiy of the reetor, or any 
master, (established on the foundation by receiving a 
certain salary) through sickness, or any other natu- 
ral infirmity, whereby he may be reduced to poverty, 
the truRtees shall have f)ower to contribute to his sup- 
port., in proportion to his distress and merit, and tlie 
stock in their hands." 

The last clause of the fundamental t>iVck \% «;-i;:^\«.'«v<«>- 
ed in language so tender auCi Viewer c»\exv\, %'^vtv^-'^ 
parental, that it will do «\eT\«A\\ti?, Vvowww Vi "Of 
heartB and heads of tha founder*. 
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ey hh II zealouslv unite, and make all 
Tn..t can |)e mudc lo promote and est 

in^ ?nV"V'''^^'"?'^' "^^^«' marriage?, 
Tinn^ for tlieji udiantu^e, in preforenre 

per.ons whatsoever, eve^'of eq^ual mc.i; ' 

with th^J'"''''""""r**?"^ ^'^"^'^ «n*l " 
Tllaa ® *"""'*''' "'^ »he grentl.Mni'n prop 
aekes as truHtees end foundrrs, tlie dJa 

Ph ijP/'r'^^u"^ t'y the p..!,Jie Vpirile 

per anuum, lor ijv« ^ears, was m the 

tew weeks subscriber) for .arrvi,?^ t 

l^^'irlTiA" the be«:i„„m^ of' Ji!Muar> 

{VIZ. 1750) three of the schools were ope 

ly, the Latin, and Gr ek schools, the m 

school, and the Enf/li**h schuoi. In pi 

an article in the oriffinal pia-i. a schoi 

catinfir »ixr> boys and thirty pirls (in i 

since caJIed the Charitahle VhcK,!,) w] 

and, amidst all the difficulties with whic 

BUU been continued full for the snnr 
ye«ri; so th«t allowing three vcars^^ed 
each boy and grirl adniiited int.> .♦* «,u:Jl 
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iklin; who, notwithstttnclini^ the multipli- 
lit other enffagements and pursuits, mt toat 
ige of his life, was a coostant atteadant at 
itbW risitations and eiaminations of the 

SAG made it hii particular study, by meant 
cleBsive correspondence abroad, to advanee 
jtalion of the seminary, and to draw stu- 
id scholars to it from the different parts of 
. and the West Indi«*8 Through the inter- 
of bis benevolent and learned friend, Peter 
D, of London, upon the application of th« 
, a charter of incorperation, dated Jul^ 13, 
ts obtained from t(ip honourable proprietort 
Bflvania, ThoinaH Penu. and Richard Penn, 
accompiinied witii a liberal honetaction of 
idred poundR sterling ; and Dr. Franklin 
{an in piood earnest to please himself with 
es of a speedy accomplishment of his ori- 
ligB, viz. the e8iHt)lis}iment of a perfect in- 
. upon the plan of the European colleeet 
versifies : for whirh his academy wan m- 
is a niirHcry or foundation. To eluridate 
, is a matter of coiibidernble importance in 
:o the memory and character of Dr. Frank- 

philoflopher. and as the friend and patron 
inf ana pcii-ncc- for, noiwithstanding what 
ssiy declared liy him in the preamble to 
ititutions, viz. thnt t^e academy was begun 
thing the L>itin and Greek languages, with 
I branches of the arts 4ind sciences, auitap 
le state of an infant country, and laying • 
)n for posterity to. erect a seminary of 

more extensive, and suitable to their fii- 
cumstances/' yet it has been suggested of 

u|H)n Dr. Fiauklin'rt authority, that the 
d Greek, or the dead lanfruacres. are an en- 
ice upon a scheme of liberal oducaticm, and 
) ingraftinc: or founding h college, or more 
e seminary, upon bin academy, was w\\Vv- 

approbation or i\geiicy. &ud v[.«.iek Vxta ^\x- 
If f/jfl reverse of this does wov taAt^^L^^'i ^V 
what has been quoiM iiboN«v, \Vv*^w\«^* 
rt will put the mattet Xie^Qti^ ^i*^^"^* 



the head of both, where he still com 
ponod of tli.rty six years, to prcsid 
gmshed reputatioii 

from these letters also, the state of 
nt that tunc will be soen 

"Sir, ' "P'''''^^f 

"I received your favour of the 11th 
your new piece* on Edttcution, which 
fully peruse, and give you my sertim 
you desire, by next post, 

h.*In?®Ji®^*' ^I"^ 'T^^ gentlemen, vou 
be entertained and instructed here' in 
and philosophy, to flatisfaction Mr 
was educated at Glu-s-ow) has been Ion 
to leaoh the latter, and Mr. Gre wt the 
1 think thtfir pupils make great proeress 
ms the care of the Latin and ofeek schc 
has now three good as^istanlflll he can 

Torn anina hn.._~ i _ « ". ••_*•'•■• 




f -_^?_T/,'"<' propose speedily to com 
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ilea, will shortly be opened : so that neither bookR 

nor instruments will be wanting ; and as we are de- 

I termined always to give £ood salaries, we have rea- 

I soil fo beleive we nisy have always an opportunity 

; of *i)o« -sing good masters, upon which, indeed, the 

» BucffjKs of the whole depends. We are oblidged to 

you for your kind offers in this respect, and when 

yau are settled in England, we mav occasionally make 

& t use of your friendship and judgment. 

t , "If It suits your convt^nience to visit Philadelphia 

A before you return to Europe, I shall be extremely 

1*1 giad to see and converse with you here, as well as 

to correspond with you after your settlement in Eng- 

J, land; for an acquaintance and communication witii 

men of learning, virtue, and public spirit, is one of 

my greatest enjoymentK. 

**r do not know wether you ever happened to see 
the first proposals I made for erecting this academy- 
I send tnem enclosed. They had (however imper- 
fect) the desired suce^ss being followed by a sub- 
scription of four thousand pounds towards carrving 
them*into execution And as we are fond of reeciv- 
ing advice, and are 6a\\^ improving by experience. I 
am in hopes we shall, in a few years, see a iterfect 
instruction, 

" I am, very respecifnlly, <|»c. 

*U. FRANKLIN 
" Mr. W. SmUh, Long Island " 

" PhiUd. May 3, 1753. 
"Sir, 
'•Mr Peters has just now been with me, and we 
bare compared notes on your new piece. We find 
nothing in the scheme of education, however excel- 
lent, but what is. in our opinion, very practicable 
The grefit difficulty will be to find the Aratus,* and 
other suitable persons, to carry it into execution ; 

* The name given to the principal or head of the 
ideal col legt>, the system uf education in which hath 
nevertheless been nearly realizoil, or followed as a mo» 
del, in the college and *ncadeni> of Philadelphia, and 
some other American seminaries for several ^«^^^\^%\> 
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'' ;,.;A not only i^'^Jn .^.>«'»'."'^' v„T,r aavers«"< 

";^^^ vox -on- v;,«^„, «fc" « "f ""r* " 

^'**^^ ^ «« mv aoin? all "^ , , ,„ you. 

I litUe to a<>« ^" The « ■•"",.,:, hev dre«<J ' 

U apear^^ctores'** ^p till t"*'- . ,. over to t 
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Thus, unless the proprietors (of the province) sl.aj} 
think fit to put the finishinir hand to our institution. 
it mii'^tl. fear, wait some i\'W y 'nr- h)nffer before it 
can arrive at that state of perfection, which to me 
it seems now capable of; and all the pleasure I 
promiHed myself in seeinsr you settled among: ub, 
vanish<^8 into smoke. 

'* But g^ood Mr. Collinson writes me word, that no 
endeavours of hisshtilihe wanting; and lie hopes 
with the archbishop's ussistance, to be able to pre- 
vail with our proprietors.* I pray God grant them 

BQCCf^SS 

"My son presents his nffcotiotiate regards, with. 
*'I>ear Sir, yours. &,c. 

'*l\ FRANKLIN 
"P. S. I have not been favoured with a line from 
you since your arrival in Eugland.^' 

'*Philad. April 18, 1754. 
"Dear Sir, 

'^1 have had but one letter from you since your 
arrivalin England, which was but a short (me, via 
Boston, dated October 18th. acquainting me that 
you hud written largely by CaptHin Dnvis — Davis 
was lost, and with him your It'tters. to my great dis- 
appointment. — Mesnard and Gibbon have since ar- 
rived here, and I hear nothinsr from you. My com- 
fort is, an imagination that you only omit writing 
beaanse you are coming, and propose to tell me eve- 
ry thinj^ mm voce. So not knowing wether this 
letter will reach you, aijd hoping either to see or 
hear from you by the Myrtilla, Captain Budden'H 
ship, which is daily expected, 1 only add, tlmt 1 am; 
with great esteem and affection , 

"Yours, &c. 

'■Mr. Smith. • B. FRANKLIN.*' 

* Upon the application of Archbishop Herring and 
P. Collinson, Esq. at Dr. Franklin'a request, (aided 
by the letters of Mr. Allen and Mr. Peters, the Hon. ~ 
Thomas Penn, Esq, subscribed an annual sum^ «.vA 
afterwards gave at least 50001b to iVa ^ofvxQsi&K^vst ^'^- 
gr&fting the colleg^e upon the ao^Aetn^ . 



view Hi' l?ro^i 1- "T"*'"'' '.*' F'"F«r ro 
>iew u . I'ranklin's ^erv ces in ib<^ 

f-ountrv nntl having beon ffmer-i 
;^ >road.. ,r. the like .s.rfi.c for ff.? ' 
then^fr,ain(lerofhi8)ife, (as « i] aMu 
sequent account of the same, he 'h'i 
rortunuics of rakln.^ an>- fu;iher act 

vi«l.''?7n- ^*'®"'"'^*■^' ""»iJ «'« final 
year I78a, wh,.., he found its charter 

o^hllr'?' «"Ucafcue.s, the original four 
hV i-'^"" l>y '»n act of the leffLsl; 
tliough Ins own name had peon insprtoi 
new tru^rnes, yet he declined to take h 
them, or any concern in the manapemer 
fuirs, t» 1 the institution was restored 
original owners. He then assembled 
leagues at his owr. house, and bting eho 
sident all their future meetings, lere 
held there, till within a few months of hi 
with reluctance, and at their desire, lest 
too nvach injured l,y his attention to iJ 
he auffered them to meet at the college. 
Franklm not only gave birth to mnn^ 
tutions himself, but he was also instruf 
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I prove abortive, he sought the aid of Franklin, 
eadily engaged in the business, both by using^ 
luence with his friends, and by stating the ad- 
;eous influence of the proposed institution in 
per. These efforts were attended with success, 
lerable suras were subscrilied; but the^ were 
hort of what was necessary. Frankim now 
mother exertion. He applied to the Assembly ; 
ifter some opposition, obtained leave to bring 
ill, specifying, that as soon as two thousana 
8 were subscribed, the same sum should be 

from the treasury by the speaker's ^ warrant, 
ipplicd to the purpof^es of the institution. The 
ition, as the pum was granted upon a contin- 
, which they supposed would never take place, 
lilent, and the bill passed. The friends of the 
low redoubled their efforts, to obtain eubscrip- 
o the amount stated in the bill, and were soon 
isful This was the foundntion of the Penn- 
lia Hospital, which, with the Bettering House 
ispenHary, bears ample testimony of the human* 
the citizens of Philadelphia. 
Franklin had conducted himself so well in the 
of post-master, and had shown himself to be 

II acquainted with the business of that depart- 
that it was thought expedient to raise bim to 
3 dignified station. In 1753 he was appointed 
f post-master general for the British colonies, 
rofita arising from the postage of letters form- 
inconsiderable part of the revenue which the 
of Great Britam derived from these colonies. 
hands of Franklin, it is said, that the post- 
in America yielded annually thrice as much as 
f Ireland. 

» American colonies were much exposed to 
Jations on their fnmticrs bj the Indians ; and 
particularly, whenever a war took place be- 
rrance and Bngland. The colonies, individu- 
were either too weak to take efficient measures 
?ir own defence, or ther wore nnwillinj^ taiAks^ 
themselves the whole mitd«\iQit vvMiCiMt ^«nx% 
najntalniag garrisans, ^YiVn\ tYvcIvt W5frJoj«J 
irtook equally with ib«Tiifi«Viti» ^1 ^Oa» %«w^ 

£5i 
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ta^ps, contributf*d not>iin«T to tl»e expense. Sor 
times «Iao the disput"s. whirl) subsisted between t 
governois unil tl-e assemblies. pr<^VHntod the a<i( 
tion ot' inenns of (lefence ; as we have seen was I 
case in Ppnn«»ylvania in 1745. To devise a plan 
union between the cohmii'S. to regulate this and oti 
matters nppeared a desirable object. T«» acco 

Blish this, in the year 1754, mmmissioners from Mi 
famps'hin-', Mas <«achu setts. Rhode Island, New X 
sey. Pennsylvania and Maryland, met at Albnr 
Dr. Franklin nttended there as h commissioner fn 
Penns\1vani)i, und produced a plan, which from t 
place of meeiini, has been usually termed, " T 
Albany Plan of Union!'' This proposed, that app 
cation should be made for an act of parliament, 
establi>'h in the colonies a general e:overnment. to 
administered bv a president-general appointed 
the crown nncf by a ^rand council, consisting 
members ehosen by the representatives of the diff 
ent colonies ; their number to be in direct proporti 
to the Slim** paid by each colony mto the ^enei 
treasury, with this nstriction. that no colony fboi 
have more than seven, nor less than two represent 
tives. The whole executive authority waa comm 
ted tothe president-eeneral. The ^ower of legia 
tion was lodired in the grand council and the prei 
dent-general Jointly ; his consent being nmde uecc 
Bnry to passing a bill into a law. The power vest 
in the president and council was, to declare war a 
peace, nnd to conclude treaties with the Indian n 
tions; to regulate trade withy and to make purclias 
of vacant lands from them, either in the name of t 
crown, or of the union: to settle new (colonies, or 
make laws for governing these, until they should 
erected into separate governments ; and to rai 
troops, build forts, and fit out armed vessels, and 
tisc other means for the general defence ; and, to 
feet these things, a power was given to make lav 
laying such duties, impost, er taxes, as they shou 
find necesMury, and as woyld be least |)ttrdeosome 
the people. All laws were to be sent to Engls 
for the Kifif's approbation: and, unless disappro 
of witbio three yetrsy. were to remain in force. 
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offic«rs of the land or sea service were to be nomi- 
nated by the president-general, and approved of by 
the general council ; civil officers were to be numi- 
nated by the council, and approved of by .the presi- 
dent. Such are the outlines of the plan proposed, for 
the consideration of the congress, by Dr. Franklin. 
After several days discussion, it was unanimously 
agreed to by the commissioners, a copy transmitted 
to each assembly and oue to the King's council. The 
fate of it waH singular. It was disapproved of by 
the ministry of Great Britiun, because it gave too 
much power to the representatives of the people; and 
it was rejected by every assembly, as given to the 
president-general, the represpntatives of the crown, an 
influence greater than appeare<l to tiiem proper, in a 
plan of govtirmeut intend>>d for freem^^n. Perhaps 
this rejection, on both sides, is the strogest proof 
that could be adduced of the excellence of it, as 
suited to the situation of America and Groat Brit.-iin 
at tt)at*time. It appears to hnve steered exactly in 
the middle, between the opposite interest of both. 

Whether the adoptioa of this plan would have pre* 
vented the separation of America from Great Britain, 
it a question which might afford much r<Kim for spe- 
culation. It mny be said, that, by enahlinsr the colo* 
ni^s.to defend tht-mselves, it would hiive removed the 
pretext upon which the stamp-act, tea-act. and other 
acts of the British parliament, were paf)sed ; which 
excited a spirit of oppodition, and laid the tonnda- 
tion ftir the s^peration of the two countries But. tn 
the other hand it must be admitted, that the restric- 
tion laid by Great Britain upon our commerce, oblig- 
ing us to sell our produce to her citizens only, and to 
take from them various articles, of which, as our 
manufacturers were discouraged, we stood in need, 
at a price greater than that for which they could 
have been obtained from i>ther nation**, muHt inevi- 
tably produce dissatisfaction, even though no duties 
were imposed by the parliament ; a circumstance 
which might still have taken place. Besides, as thia 
president-general was to be appointed Hsi^ \Vi«i ^xvvwtw, 
ne must, of necessity, be devuXeA Vsi \V% "^Sr^^, «=«^^ 
would, therefore, refuBo to&&«eTiX\^ ws:^ \%'w^» ^'^'^ 
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ever nalutarv to the communit^r, which had the most 
remote tendency to injure the interest! of his sove- 
rei'i^n Even nlioiild they receive his asaenty the ap- 
prohution ofthe king was to be neceMary; who womd 
indiibi.'abU, in evftry instance, prefer the advantage 
of liif uwn dominions to that of his own coloDies. 
Hence would ensue perpetual disagreements between 
the cuuncil and the preHident-ereneral. and thus be- 
tween the people of America and the crown of Great 
Brit.iin ; while the colonies continued weak, tliey 
would be oblidfi^edto submit, and as soon as they ac- 
Quire strength, thpv would become more urgent in 
their demands, until at length, they would shake off 
the yoke, and declare themselves independent. 

Whilst the French were in possession of Canada, 
their I rude with the natives extended very far: even 
to the hack ofthe Kritish settlements. They were 
disposed, from time to time, to establish posts within 
the territory, which the English claimed as their own. 
Indi:|)eudent ofthe injury to the fur trade, which was 
considerable, the colonies suffered this further iacon* 
venlenco, that the Indians ^ere frequently instifrated 
to commit depredations on their frontiers. In the 
year 1753, encroachments were made upon the boun- 
daries cf Virginia. Remonstrances had no effect. In 
the ensuing year, r body of men were sent out under 
the command of Mr. Washington, who, though a very 
young man. had by his conduct in the preceding year, 
shown himself worthy of such an important trustt 
Whilst marching to take possession of the post at the 
junction of the Allegany and Monongahela, he was 
informed that the French had already erected a fort 
there. A detachment of their men marched against 
him. He fortified himself as strongly as time and 
circumstances -^ould admit. A superiority of num- 
bers soon compelled him to surrender Fort Necessity 
He obtained honourable terms for himself and men, 
and returned to Virginia. The goyernient of Great 
Britain now thought it necessary to interfere. In the 
year 1755, General Braddock^ with some regiments 
of regular troops and provincial levies, was sent to 
dispossess the French of the post upon which thev 
haa seized. AHer the men were all ready, a difficul- 
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ty occurred, which had nearly prevented the expe- 
dition. This was the want of waggons. Franklin 
now stepped forward, and with the assiBtauce of his 
Aon, in a little time procured o hundred and fifty. 
Braddock unfortunately fell into an ambuscade, and 
periebed, with a number of hiH men. Wanhington, 
wb» had accompanied him as an aid-de-camp, and 
had warned him, in vnin of his danger, now display- 
ed great military talonts in effecting a retreat of the 
remains of the army. Hnd in tbnniiig a junction with 
the rear, under colunel Dnnbar. upon whom the 
chief command now devolved. With some difficulty 
they brought tlieir little body to a place of pafety. but 
they found it neaessary to destroy their waggons and 
baggage, to prevent ihem from falling into t ha hands 
oftneenemv. For the waggons which he had fur- 
nished, Franklin had given bonds to a large amount. 
The owners declared their intention of obliging him 
to make a restitution of their property. Haa tliey 
put their threat«> in execution, ruin mutst inevitably 
have been the consequence Governor Shirley, find- 
ing that he had incurred those debts for the service of 
government, made arrangements to have them dis- 
charged, and released Franklin from his disagreeable 
situation, 

The alarm spread through the colonies, after the 
defeat of Braddock, was very groat Preparations 
to arm were every where made. In Penny Ivania, 
the prevalence of the quaker interest prevented the 
adoption of any system of defence, which would 
compel the citizens to bear arms. Franklin introduc* 
ed into the Assembly a bill for organizing a militia, 
by which every man wap «illowed to take arms'or not 
as to him should appear fit. The quakers, being 
thus left at liberty, suffered the bill to pass: for al- 
though their principles would not suffer them to fight 
they nad no objection to their neighbors fighting for 
them. In consequence of this act a very respectable 
militia was formed. The sense of impending; danger 
infused a military spirit in ali. whose religious tenets 
were not opposed to war. Franklin was a.^^^^^^ 
colonel of a regiment in Ph\Wde\\)Vi\Qh.) N'iXwKa <5fs^- 
sisted oflSOO men. 
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country was highly advantageous to France, it was 
a grievous inconvenience to the inhabitants of the 
Bi iti-h colonies. The Indians were almost gene- 
rally depirous to cultivate the friendship of tiic 
French, by whom they were abundantly supplied 
with arm» and ammunition. Whenever a war hap- 
pened, the indinns were ready to fall npon the fron- 
tiers : thi? they frequently did, even when Great Bri- 
tain and Frnnce were at peace. From these consider- 
ations, it appeared to be the interest of Great Britain 
to gain the potssession of Canada. But the importance 
of such an acquii<ition wax not well understood in 
England. Franklin about this time (tublished his 
Canada pamphlet, in which he. in a very forcible 
manner, pointed out the advantages which would 
result from tht- conquest ot this province. 

An expedition against it wat* planned, and the com- 
mand given to genera! W.ilf. His nuccess is well 
known. At the treut> in 1762. France reded Canada 
to Great Britain, and by her erosion of Louisiana, 
at the same time, relinquished all her possessions on 
the continent ol Amorica. 

Although Dr. Franklin was now principally occu 
pied with political pursuits, he fouiid lime for philo- 
sophical studies. He extended his electrical re* 
searches, and made a variety of expi>riinents, particu- 
larly on the tourmalin.* The singular properties 
which his stone po-'sesses, of being electrified on one 
side positively, and on the other negatively, b* heat 
alone, without friction, had been but lately observed. 
Some experiments on the cold produced (by evapo- 
ration, made by Dr. CuHen, had been communicaied 
to Dr. Franklin, by Professor Simpson, of Glasgow. 
These he repeated, and found, that, by ths evapora- 
tion of either in the exhausted receiver of an air- 
pump, no ereat a degree of cold was produced in a 
summer's day, that water was controveited into ice. 
This discovery he applied to the solution of a number 
of phenomena, particularly a sin^lar fact, which 
philosophers ban endeavored in vain to arcount for, 
viz. that the temperature of the human bod 5. wl\«^ 
in health, never exceeds 96 degte^a ^ ^\j\\T«t^«^'*» 
thermometer, although the «xmti«.\k\wftt^ h»\»s^ "^'^'^ 
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roun<)8 it may bo heated to a much errer 
Tiiiii he Qttributpd tu the tncroa«»d portipi 
confiRquent evaporation, produced bv the I 

In a letter to Mr SmtU. of London, da 
1760 Dr. Franklin makcA a number of ol 
tending to hUow that, in Ni'th America, 
fltorms l)ej^in in the Houth-woi4r part? 
from actual obj<ervationR, th>it a norths 
wliinh extended a considerahlrt dirttanct*, 
at Philadelphia neurlv four hi>ur<< before 
at l^st(»n. — He end.*avorfd to account ; 
fluppoainec thnt. from heat. Fom^ rnr.'fM 
place about the ^ulpii of Mexico, that the 
north b«»inff c»M»ler ruphos in, nitd iH puc.i-'-' 
cooler and lei«er nir .-'till farther nort' hi 
a continued curn*nt i.« at l«^netli producfd. 

The tone prodiif'tni hv rubhinfr the brim 
iner-e1ai*rt with h wet fin'n'r hnd ho.e.n p"en»ir 
A Mr. Puckeridffe, nn Irifaliinan. bv plucin 
a numlwr of FhisseM of diflerent piz«s, a 
them by partly fillincr tl^r'm with thaler, 
to form in inRtrumtMit capable of plnyincr 
wan prevented, by an untimely end. fro 
his invention to anv decree of perf«'cll<in 
death some iniiirovementM were madr up 
The Hwe«*tnP!a>« of the tonen induced Dr. 
make a vari^'ty of experiment** ; and h< 
form«'d the eb'gant instrument, which ho 
tlie A'-ntonica. 

In the Burnmer of 1762. he returned t 
On hiA pafl'iage he observed the sin^ulai 
duced by the agitation of a vea^^el, eo 
floatiuji^ on water The aurface of the 
8m(H>th and undisturbed, whilst the water 
with the utmost commotion. No Putisfa 
nation of the appearance has. we believe 
given. 

Dr. Franklin receivetl the thanka of thi 
of Pennaylvania, *' aa well for the faithfu 
of hU duty to that province in particulai 
many and important aervicefl dune to 
general, during his.reaideueo in Great V. 
compenMtion of 5000/. PennsylraDii 
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was alio decreed him for his i«ervices during six 
yearp. 

During his abi^ence he had been annually elected 
member of the AHs^embly. On his rorurn to IPf^nnsyi- 
vania he a^rain took his seat in thiti body, and continu- 
ed a fiteady defender of the liberties of the people. 

In December. 17G2. n circumstance whieh caused 
ffreat alarm in the province took place. A number 
of Indians had resided in the county of Lancartter, 
and conducted thnm^'elves uniformly as friends lo 
the white inhnbitnnts. Rpneat*'.d dofiredationn on 
the frontiers had exasperated the inhabitants to >:uch 
a degree, that they determined on revenjfe upon 
every Indian. A numl^er of persons, to tiie am<iunt 
of about 130. principally inhabitants of Donegal and 
Peckslanff or Prtxton township, in the county "of York, 
assembled: and, mounted on horseback, proceeded 
to the settlement of these harinless and defenceless 
Indians, whose number had now been reduced to 
about twenty. The Indians received intelligence of 
the attack which was intended asrainst them, but 
di^lielieved it. r!i)nsidering the white people an their 
friends, they apprehended no danger from them — 
\yhen the party arrived at the Indian settlements, 
they found only some women and children, and a few 
old men, the n-st being absent at^ work. They mar- 
dered all whom they found, and' amongst i^^hers the 
chief Sliaheas, who had been always distinguished 
for his friendship for the whites. i-Jiis bloody dc*ed 
exe.ited mueh indignation in the well-disposed part of 
the community. 

The remainder of these unfortunate Indians, who, 
by absence had escaped the massacre, were con- 
ducted to Lancastdr, and lodged in the gaol as a 
place of security. The governor issued a proclama- 
tion, expressing the strongest disapprobation of the 
action, offering a reward for the discovery of the 
perpetrators of the deed, and prohibiting all injuries 
to the peaceable Indiana in future. But, notwith- 
standing this, a party of the same men shortly after 
inarched to Lancaster, broke o{>en the gaol, and in- 
humanly butchered the innocent lfid\«JCA ^V'f^ Vv^^ 
been placed there for secunty. kT^Q\\\«iX v'^w^asoss^^ 
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tion was issued, but it had no effect. A detachment 
inarched dovn to Philadelphia, for the ezprens pur- 
poi^e of niurHeriiig Bome friendly IndianH, who had 
been rtniovcd to the city for safety. A number of 
citizens armed in thoir defence. The quakera, whose 
principles ore opposed to fighting, even in their own 
deficnce, were most active upon this occasion. The 
rioters came to Germantown The Governor fled 
for safety to the house of Dr Franklin, who, with 
some otiic.rs, advanced to n»eet the Paxton boys, as 
they were called. i»nd had influence t'uough to prevail 
upon them to relinquish their undertaking, and return 
to thi >r l.iiiji^s. 

'J'he disputra between the proprietaries and the 
As<?cnibly. wljirli fur a time hud subsided, were again 
revi\e(l. The proprietarios w^re dissatisfied with the 
concessions made in favour of the people, and made 
great stru{;glcs to recover the privilege of exempting 
thoir rstatt's from taxation, which they bad been in- 
diicrd to give up 

In 17()3. the Assembly passed a militia bill, to 
which the Ciovernor reAK-ied to give his as<?ent, unle^'S 
ihi- As>ien»blv would agree to cprtniii amemfracnta 
wliich he proposed, Those consistpd in increasing 
I hi? fines, and in some cnses substituting death for 
fiTiOJi, lie wishi'd too, that th»» officers should be 
«pp<»inti«l altogether b\ himself, and not be nomin- 
ated by the people, as the bill had proposed. These 
amendments the Assemblv considered as inconsist- 
ent with the spirit of liberty. They would not 
adopt them ; the Governor was obstinate, and the bill 
was l(»st. 

These, and various other circumstances, increas- 
ed the uneasiness which subsisted between the pro- 
proprietaries and the Assembly to such a de^ee, that 
in 1764, a petition to the King was agreed to by the 
house, praying an alteration from a proprietary to a 
re^al government. Great opposition was made to 
this measure, not only in the rouse, but in the pub- 
lic prints. A speech of ifir Dickinson, on the sub- 
ject, was published, with a preface by Dr. Smith, in 
which great pains were taken to show the imnro- 
pricty and impolicy of this proceeding. A speecn of 
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Mr. Dickenson, on the subject, i\'as published, with 
a preface by Dr. Smith in which great pains were 
taken to show the impropriety and impohcy of this 

Sroceeding. A speech of Mr. Galloway, in reply to 
Ir Dickenson, was published, nccompanied with a 
preface by Dr Franklia ; in which he ably opposed 
the principles laid down in the preface to Mr. Dick- 
ens tns (speech. This application to the throne pro- 
duced no^ efiect. The proprietary government was 
still continued^ 

At the election for a new Assembly, in the fall of 
1764, the friends of the proprietaries made great ex- 
ertions to exclude those of the adverse partv ; and 
they obtained a small majority in the city of Phila- 
delphia. Franklin now lost his seat in the house, 
which he had held for fourteen years. On the me^t« 
ins of the Assembly it appeared that there was still 
a decided majority of Franklin's friends. He was 
immediaiely appointed provincial agent, tp the great 
cha-iriii af his enemies, who made a sileron protest 
against iiis appointment; which was refused admis- 
sion upon the . minute^:, as bcin^ unprecedented. It 
was. however, published in the pafiers, and produced 
a spirited reply from him, just before his aeparture 
for England. ^ 

The disturbances produced in America by Mr. 
Grenville's stamp act and the opposition made to it, 
are well known. Under the JVidrquis of Rocking- 
ham's administrstion, it appeared expedient to en- 
deavor to calm the minds of the coloniats ; and the 
repeal of the odious tax was contemplated. Amongst 
other means of collecting information on the dispo- 
sition of the people to submit to it, Dr. Franklin 
was called to the bar of the House of Commons. 
The examination which he here underwent was 
published, and contains a striking proof of the extent 
and accuracy of his information, and the facility 
with which he communicated his seniiments. He 
represented facts in so strong a point of view, that 
the inexpediency of the act must nave ^'^^^^x^^ Oss'^x 
to ever^ unprejudiced mind. TVw ^.^V./aSX'ix j^w^s 
opposition, was repealed, about «l ye^^.t ^^\«t \>.'«^ 
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ouncil. Dr. Franklin attended as agent for 
)mbly ; and here a torrent of the moot violent 
warranted abuse waa poured upon him by the 
r-^eneral, Wcdderburne, w1k> was engaged as 

for Oliver and Hutchinson. The petition wae 
i to be scandalous and vexatious, and the 
of it refused. 

lugh the parliament of Great Britain bad re- 
he stnmp act, it was onl^ upon the principle 
diencv. They btill insisted upon their right 
he colonies ; und, at the same time the stamp- 
. repealed, an act was passed, declaring the 

parliament to bind the colonies in allcaaea 
>ver. This language was usod even by the 
trenuoiix opposers 'of the stamp-act; and, 
t utiieri) by Mr. Pitt. This right was never 
sed by the colonies: but as tliey flattered 
ves that it would not he cxerrised, they were 
' active in reuiunstrating agoinst it. Had thia 
ed right been ^uflbred to rerimin dormant, the 
s would cheerfully have furnished their quota 
lies in the mode to which they had been ac* 
3d : that is, by the acts ot their own assemblieBc 
Bquence of requisitions from the Secretluy of 

If this practice had been pursued, such was 
tosition of the nilfinies towards their mother 
', that, uotwitliManding the di.«udvantagea un* 
ch they laboured, from restrnints upon their 
calculated sulely for the benefit of the com- 

and munut.M-turing interests of Great Britain, 
ation of tlie two coiintneH Djight have been a 
tant event. The Americans from their ear- 
nncy. were taught to venerate a people from 
hey were descended ; whose language, laws, 
aners, were the SHHie us their own. They 
up to them as model:< of fterf'^ciion; and. in 
ejudiced inind^. the mt><!t enli^i'itened nations 
ipe w»re couaiilerrd as almost barbarians, iH 
iso:) ivith Englishmen. The name of an Eng- 
I eonvi>\ed to an American the idea of every 
Dod and great. Such r^entiments inal\VV»^\TC\vk 
I early life, what but a Teipe^AVvow <A >vci>5Q*"^ 
or could hare induced lYiem \c^ «Tv^:v*v(\^<k 




urn, papdr, leattiMv^.^ 
inchisement ot' some of the eoiouio* , . 
jn to die measures of the lejptlatare in othert 
le king^s governors ; the contemptuous treatmc 
.leir humhle remonstrances, stating their griera 
.nd pravins u redress of them, and other violen 
>ppreRSive measures, at length excited an a 
spirit of opposition. Instead of endeavoring t 
li^lftia by a more lenient conduct, the ministry i 
•a r0«olutel¥ bent on reducing the colonies t( 
molt Blamh obedience to their decrees. But 
only tended to aggrarate. Vain were all the e 
made use of to prevaiJ upon them to lay aside 
dvngtiM, to convince them of the impossibility c 
ryinf them into efleet, and of the mischievous 
quencaa wbiob must ensue from a continuance 
attem^. They persevered with a d^^ree of f 
bUitv.acarcely paralleled. 

The advantages which Great Britain derive 
her eoloniet was so great, that nothing but • 
of inbtiHaioB, little abort of maduess, cou 
prodn^ a continuance of measures calcu 
*— P ifc-M P^** of uneasiness, which might 
tba m^iftm wish for a separation. When 
"^ gt&tii improvements in the scieiH 

-«**«ral diffusion of the prii 
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iistcneil not lo hii? advice. They blinJly perFcvncd 
in their own sclicmes, and left to tliC colonists nv jiI- 
ternativp, but opposition, or unconilltional siilwnis- 
sion. The latter accorded not with the principL»s or 
freedom, which they had been taudit to revere. To 
the former they were compelled, though reluctantly. 
to have recourse. 

D*. Franklin, finding all eflbrta to restore k.irrao- 
ny between Great Britain and her colonics useleF.- 
returned to America in th^ year J775;jupt after l ho 
commencement of hostilities. The day after hia re- 
turn he was elected by the Ireislature of Pennsylvania 
a delegate to congress. Not lon^j after liis election a 
committee was appointed, consisting of Mr. Lynch, 
Mr. Harrison, and nimself, to visit the camp at Cam- 
bridge, and, in conjunction with the commandcr-in 
chief, to endavour to convince the troops, whose. 
term of enlistment was obout to expire, of the necee- 
eity of their continuing in the field, and persevering 
in the cause of their country. 

In the fail of the same year he visited Canada, tc 
endeavour to unite them in the common cause oi 
liberty ; but they could not be prevailed upon to op- 

{»oi"e the measures of the British governmeolB. M. 
e Roy, in a letter annexed to Abbe Fauchet's eulo- 
ffium of Dr. Franklin, states, that the ill success of 
ineir ne^ociating was occasioned, in a j^rcat degree, 
by religious animosities, which subsistcdT between tho 
Canadians and their neighbours, some of whom had 
at different times, burnt their chapels. 

When Lord Howe came to America, in 1776, vest- 
ed with power to treat with the colonists, a corres- 
pondence took place between him and Dr. Franklin 
on the subject of a reconciliation. Dr. Franklin wa.<? 
afterwards appointed, together with John Adams and 
Edward Rutlpdge, to wait upon the commissioners. 
in order to learn tho extent of their powers, Tlieso 
wore found to be only to grant pardons upo'H sub- 
mission. These wore terms which would not be ac- 
cepted ; and tho object of the commv4%\^A\^i\^ twJW 
liot be obtained. 

The /nompntoiis question ot \wOLe^^^\<itv^^ ^^ 
ahortif nfiurbronsht into view, tjl\. o. V\t^<b nnV^.^co. ^ 
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ilcets and armios, which were ftent to em'i 
.licnce, were truly ferraidable. With an a; 
merous indeed, but ignoronl of discipline 
lirelv unskilled in the art of war. withou 
without a fleet, without allies, and with nol 
the lovo of liberty to pupport them, the coIo 
lermined to seperate from a country, from w 
had experienced a repetition of injury and 
this question, Dr. Franklin was decidely i 
sf the measure proposed, and had great m£ 
bringing others over to his sentiments. 

Tlie 4)ublic mind had been already pre 
this event, by Mr. Pain's celebrated pemphi 
?non sense. Tiiere is good reason to bol ieve 
Franklin had no inconsiderable share, at 
furnishing materials fur this work. 

In the convention that assembled at Plii 
in 177ti, for the purpose of establishing a r 
nf gavernment for the state of Penpsylvt 
Franklin was chosen president. The lute 
tionof this state, which was the result of tl 
herations, may be considered as u digest of 1 
c.iples of government. The single legislat 
the plucal executive, seem to have been his 
fonets. 

In tho latter end of 1779, Dr. Franklin 
[)ointed to assist nt the ncgociation which 1 
.«ct on foot by Silas Deane, at the court o 
\ conviction of.the advantages of a comme 
tercourse \*ith America, and ^ desire of w 
the British empire by dismembering it, first 
llie French court to listen to proposals of an 
But they shinwed rather a reluctance to the 
which by Dr. Franklin's ad<lress. and partlc 
the success of the American arms against 
Burgojne, was at lean^h oTercome ; and in I 
1778, a treaty of alhence, offensive and < 
was d^Acluded : in consequence of which F 
cfipie iovolved in the war with Great firitaiD. 

Perhaps no person could have been fou 
•'upable of rendering essential service t^ th 
States at the court of France than Dr. FranI 
tvus ircii known aa a phloosopher, and hi^s • 
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;ld in tbe highest estimatioD. IIo was receiv* 
h the grentest marks of respect by all the 
y characters ; and this respect was exteuded 
^t all classes of men. His personal influence 
Slice very considerable. To tne effects of this 
added those of various performances which he 
bed. tending to establish the credit and char* 
>f the United States. To his exertions in this 
lay, in no small degree, be ascribed the sue- 
ftlie loans negociated in Holland and France^ 
greatly contributed to bringing the war to a 
conclusion. 

repeated ill success of their arms, and more 
jlarly the capture of Cornwallis and his army, 
^h convincfd the Brit'iBh nation of the impos- 
r of reducing the Americans to subjection 
rading interest particularly became clamorous, 
ice. The ministry were unable longer to op- 
their wishes, rrovisionnl articles of peace 
agreed to. and signed at Paris, on the 30th of 
iber, 1782. by Dr Franklin, Mr. Adams, Mr. 
ind Mr. Laurens, on the fiart uf the United 
; and by Mr. Oswald on the part of Great 
a. Thexe formed the basis of the definitive 
which was concluded the third of September, 
and signed by Dr. Franklin, Mr Adams, ana 
ly, on the one part, and by Dr. David Harlly 
other. 

the third of April, 1783, a treaty of amity and 
erce between the United States and Sweden, 
mcluded at Paris by Dr. Franklin and the Count 
Crutz. 

limilar treaty with Prussia was concluded io 
not long before Dr. Franklin's departure from 
e. 

Franklin did not suffer his political pursaiti to 
M his whole attention. Some of his parform- 
made their appearance in Paris. Toe^lijeet 
le were generally the promotion of indutf ly and 
my. 

be year 1784, when anitsal m«L'^«.'Cv«.tfiL \&»^^ 
noise in the world, panVeu\%t\^ «A.'^^\** \>.^>» 
^(« matter of such imv«tlKBk^«9 ^^^^ 'Ct^^-'^^ 



-.*-...m:. wtts u)U8 interrupted in hii 
ami fame, and n most insolent uttem 
the human undevtiandin- hafllod. ' 
. ihe imporfftnti'iids uf Dr. Franl 
;n;r completed hy the e.iablishm 
Independ.Mice, und tlie ipJirniities ol 
corninff upon him, he became desir 
to his native country. Upon apDlica 
to he recalled. Mr. Jefferson ^Tnt 
ceed him, in 1785. Wome time in S 
same year, Dr. Franklin arrived in 1 
was sfiortly after chosen a member « 
ecutive council for the city, und soon 
president of the same. 

pnia, in ltB7, for the purpose of ffivi 
'o the government of the union, b 
amending the articles of confederatio 
was appointed a delegate from the et 
vania. lie signed the constitution w* 
«ed for the union, and gave it the nj 
marks of his approbation. 

A Hociety ('or political inquiries 
irankim was president, was establi* 
period. The moelin^s were held at h 
or three essays read in thi.< nnn;-*.. .. 
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was president. The labours of these hodics have 
been crowned with great success : and ihey continue 
to prosecute with unwearied deJi^cncc, the laudable 
designs for which they were cstabhshed. 

Dr. Franklin's increasing infirmities prevented his 
regular attendance at the council chamber; and in 
1783, he retired wholly from public life. 

His constitution had been u remarkably good one. 
Ho had been little subject to disease, except an at- 
tack of the gout occaaionally. until about the year 
1781, when he was first atiacke<l with symptoms of 
the calculous complaint, which continued during his 
life. During the interval of pain from this grievous 
disease, he spent many cheerful hours, conversing 
in tlie most agreeable and instructing manner. His 
faculties were entirely uniujpaired, even to the hour 
of his death. 

His name as president of the abolition society, was 
Figned to the memorial presented to the house of re- 
presentatives of the United States, on the twelfth of 
February, 1789, praying them to exert the full extent 
of power vested in them bv the constitution, in dis- 
couraging the trafic of the human species Tliis was 
his last public act. — In the debates to which this me- 
morial gave rise, several attemjjts were made to jus- 
tify the trade. In the Federal (lazette of March 25th, 
there am)eared an essay, signed Hictoricus, written 
by Dr. Franklin, in which he communicated a speech, 
said to have been delivered in the Divan of Algiers, 
in 1587, in opposition to the prayer of the petition of 
a sect calleil Erika, or purists, for the abolition of 
piracy and slavery. This pretended African speech 
was an excellent parody of one delivered by Mr. 
Jackson of Georgia All tiio arguments used in fa- 
vour of negro slavery, are npplicil with equal force 
to justify the plundering and enslaving of Europeans. 
It affords, at the same time, a demonstration of the 
(utility of the arguments in defence of the slave trade, 
and of the strength of mind and ingennity of the 
author, at his advanced period of life. Iv (wxxCy^\^^ 
too, a no less convincing pri -M oV Xvva y^vj^it oS-'vccvy 
tuting the style of other imn^a «LT\iV w;\.\\ox\%nV^»-'^^^J^ 
celebrated purtkhla against V^'^^^^^^^^* Nxi'\ ^'£» 



^e>eral years, had for the last twevc 

painful paroxysms, he was obli-od to t 
nfPrJl'^'*""r" ^? '"itiffate luH Tortures 

Iml « ^f "**r ?""r«r8'"ff cheerfully wi 

.^mni '^,^/'-'«n.d« who visited him, I 

employed in doing business of a pub 

CfiTV*' nature, with various persons v 

ttim for jhat purpose ; and in every in5 

Id^r^ ?"'^ *^*^ readiness and dispos 

{?f«i-V'^t*^*'.*^''« ^^® distinguishes/ cl 

llZ/''' ^"^ *''® '^"^'^^^ '^nd clearest pos 

»w!T" menjol abilities : and not ur 

Julged himself in those ^mr d'esprit » 

}nS^*"ecdotes which were the delight of 

fiAizA^^"*.^?'''^®®? ^^y^ ^e''o'"« his d 
nariienlJ*^** * '^''^*'^*^ disposition, 
rm.rJ? J »>niptom8 attending it, ti 1 
fourth day, when he complained of* 

icut^Sf/ln'I^i^'^ increased'until it becQ 
Zt. ?"""/ '*»«. «^«^»«' >^hen the se 
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Among meii'-^nd made no doubt bat his present af- 
flictions were kindly intfindcd to weno nim from :< 
world, in which he was no longer fit to act iho part 
asBij^ned him. In this frame of body and mind he 
continued till five days before his doaih, when hi> 
pain and difficulty of breathing entirely left him, ami 
nis family were nattering themselves with the hoprts 
of his recovery, when an imposthumation, which hod 
farmed itself in his lungs, suddenly burst, and dis- 
charged a great quantity of matter, which he con- 
tinued to throw up, while he had sufficient strength 
to do it ; but, as that failed, the organs of respira- 
tion became gradually oppressed — a calm lethargic 
fitate Bucceded — and, on the 17th of April, 171)0. 
about eleven o'clock at night, he quietly exj>ired. 
closing a long and usefuU life of eighty -four yearn 
and three months.'* 

It may not be amiss to add to the above account. 
that Dr. Franklin, in the year 1735, hud a seven- 

})leuri8y, which terminated in an ahcess of the left 
obe of his lun^s, and he was then almost suffocated 
with the quantity and suddenness of the discharge. 
A second attact, cfa similar nature, happened soitk 
years after this, from which he soon recovered, antl 
did not appear to suffiir any inconvenience in his re- 
spiration from these events. 

The following epitaph on liimself, was writcn hv 
him many years previous to his deathr- 

THE BODY 

of 

BENJAMIN FRANELIN, 

Printer, 

(like the cover of an old book, 

its contents torn out, 

and Btript of its lettering and gilding,) 

lies here food for worms ,* 
yet the work itself shall not be lost. 



EXTRACTS 

^'^031 THE LAST WILL AND TUSt, 



oi WHICH I am a member 

\:^:^y or miMpm ' qI 

"U'/iO of inv ir!.«?5 " ™.«aid caraloff 
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3 lorn in Boston, in New England, and owe 
t instructions in literature to the free grammar 
I established there I therefore give one hun- 
lunds sterling to my executors, to be by thorn, 
rvivors or survivor of them, paid over to the 
cm or directors of the free schools in my native 
f Boston, to be by tbem, or the person or per- 
vho siiall have the superintendance and man* 
lit of the said schools, put out to interest, and 
tinued »\t interest for ever; which interest an- 
Hhull be laid out in silver medals, and given 
orary rewards annually by the directors of the 
.»e schools, Tor the encouragement of scholar- 
the said schools, bt'loiiging to the said town, 
1 manner ns to tlie discretion of the select men 
said town shall seem meet, 
of t lie salary that may remain due to me, as 
ent of the state, 1 give the sum of two thousand 
s to my executors, to be by them the survivors 
vivor of tnom. pa'v\ over to such person or ncr- 
s the legislature of this state, by an act otthe 
bly, shall appoint to receive the same, in trust, 
Mnployed for making the Schuylkill navigable, 
ing the number of years I was in business ns 
oner, printer, and post-master, a great many 
sums became due to me, for books, advertise- 
, postage of letters, and other matters, whicU 
lot collected, when, in 1757, I was sent by the 
ibly to England as their agent — and by subsc- 
appointments contiuiied there till 1775 — when, 
/ return, I was immediately engaged in the 
of congress, and sent to Franco in 1776, where 
\ined nme years, not returning till 1785 ; ond 
id debts not being demanded in such a length 
e, have become in a manner obsolete, yet arc 
heless justly due. These as they are stated in 
eat folio lodger, E, I bequeath to the contribu- 
>fthe Pennsylvania hospital, hoping that iha^^t 
rs, and the decendants of such as %x« ^<&^««»c^^, 
ow, as I find, make some c\\{&cu\\7 ^^ w^jVvfc^Nx^^ 
intiquoted deraandi aa jual A^^V^.^^, tcv«l^ , Xvo- 
be induced to pay or jnve tVierci aa cV\%xWf 
:cellent institution.^ fam BenaWiVi xV^ ^ 
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must he ineritaUj kMli but I hope mmelhl 
tonsideratile iiiay be reoDTered. It ii pouible, ti 
ihnt Bom* of iha pirliai chBrged may Iistb eiiili 

the managers of I he taii hospitaJ 'will utJov n 
ileditclrhe QinounI, orpiy Ihe bnlsnce, irdiey find 

"l ccquofi my frienilB, Henry Hill, Esq. Jnhn Si 
Lag. Francis Hnpkinson. end Mr. Edward Duffie 
ofBonliDld, in Philadelphia county, lo be the exec 

nominate and appoint ihetn for that purpoec. 

I would haie my liody buried irlth u little expen 



I, Benjahin FniHKLiN. in ilie furpeoing or oni 
thi' i-niiie, du think proper to make nud puhliil- 



igly I htuielreaJy, before' — ^- -- '-- 
y laal, pivRn larf e aumu o 



coJhfgc9, ei 
Sf<:. nnd in thai will 1 beqi 

c Schuylkill navigable! bi 
It inch nFum would do bi 






liurpoae of innkiog Ihc Sohuy 
rterstandkig ainco, that iuch 

project ia not likely lo be undertaking for n 
to come-— end having entertained aDoiher ii 
I hone may be inoni eiteniivrly useful, I 
rcrnhv Bad annul (lie b«iueet, and direi 
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certificates I have for what remains Jue to me of 
that salary, be sold towards raisine: the sum of two 
liiousand pounds sterling, to be disposed of as 1 am 
now about to order. 

It has been an opinion, that he who receives an 
estate from his ancesters, is under some obligation 
to transmit the same to posterity. This obligation 
lies not on me, who never inherited a shilling^ ("^"P 
any ancester or relation. I shall, however, if it is 
uot diminished bv some accident before my death 
leave a considerable estate among m^ decendants 
and relations. The above abservajtion is made mere- 
ly as some apology to my faipily, for my making be- 
quests that ao not appear to have any immediate re- 
lation to their advantage. 

I was born in Boston, New England| and owe my 
first instructions in literature to th^free grammcr 
schools established there. I have therefore consider- 
ed tnose schools in my will. 

But I am also under obligations to the state of 
Massachusetts, for having, unasked, appointed me 
formerly their agent, with u handsome salary, which 
continued some years ; and, although I accidentally 
lost in their service, by transraiting Governor Hut- 
chinson's letters, much more than the amount of 
what they gave me, I do not think that ought in the 
least to diminish my gratitude. I have considered 
that, among artisans good apprentices are most like- 
ly to make good citizens ; and having myself been 
bre<l to a manual art, printing, in my native town, 
and afterwards assisted to set up my business in Phi- 
ladelphia by kind loans of money from two friends 
there which was the foundation of my fortune, and 
of all the utility in life that may be ascribed to me — 
I wish to be useful even after my death, if possible, in 
forming and advancing other young men, that may be 
serviceable to their country in both these towns. 

To this end I devote two thosand pounds vterling, 
which I give, one thousand thereof to the inhabitants 
of the town of Boston, in MassachuB<stfft , «Xi^ >CV\^ 
other thousand to the inhabitants oC ^« e\\^ ^^ ^^Vvv* 
ladelphia^ in truat, to and for the uaea, \t»MiKv\»> ^^^ 
purpQsea, herein after mentioned «niA ^^cVm^A* 
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The said sum of one thousand pounds sterling;, if 
accepted by the inhabitants of the town of BostODi 
shall he managed under the direction of the select 
men, united with the ministers of the oldest episco- 
palian congregational, and presbyterian churches in 
that town, who are to let out the same upon interest 
at five per cent, per annum, to such young married 
artificers, under the age of twenty five years, as have 
served an apprenticeship in the said town, and faith* 
fully fulfilled the duties rquired in their indentures, 
so as to obtain a ^ood moral character from at least 
two respectable citizens, who are willing to become 
surcrios in a bond . with the applicants, for the re- 
payment of the money so lent, with interest, accord- 
ing to the terms herein ailer prescribed : all which 
bonds are to be taken for Spanish milled dollars, 
or the value tbaraof in current gold coin ; and tho 
managers shall keep a bound bonk, or books, where 
in shall be entered the names of those who shall ap- 
ply for, and receive the benefit of this institution, 
nnJ of their sureties, together with the sums lent, 
the dates, and other necessary and proper records, 
respecting the business and concerns of this institu- 
tion ; and as these loans are intended to assist young 
married artificers, in setting up their business, they 
arc to be proportioned by tne discretion of the man- 
agers, so as not to exceed sixty pounds sterling to ono 
person, nor to be less than fifteen pounds. 

And if the number of appliers so entitled should 
be so large as that the sum will not suffice to afibril 
to every one some assistance, these aids may there- 
fore be small at first, but as tho capital increase by 
the accumulated interest, they will be more ample. 
And in order to serve as many as possible in their 
turn, as well aa ;o make tho repayment of the prin- 
cipal borrowed more easy, each borrower shall bo 
obliged to pay with the yearly interest one tenth part 
of the principal: which sums of principal and inter- 
est so paid in, shall be again let out to fresh borrow- 
ers. And it is presumed that there will be always 
found in Boston virtuous and benevolent citisens, 
willing to bestow a {>art of their time in doing good 
to the rising generation, by Buperintendinff and man* 
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n^ing this institution gratis ; it is hoped, that oo part 
of the money will at any time lie dead, or be divert- 
ed to other purposes, but be continually augmenting 
by the interest, in which case there may in time be 
more than the Occasion in Boston may require ; and 
then some may be spared to the neighbouring or 
other towns in the said state of Massachusetts, which 
may desire to have it, such towns engaging to pay 
punctually the interest, and the proportions of the 
principal annually to the inhabitants of the town of 
Boston. If this plan is executed, and succeeds, as 
projected, without interruption for one hundred years, 
the sum will be then one hundred and thirty- one 
thousand pounds; of wliich T would have the mana- 
gers of the donation to the town of Boston then lay 
out at their discretion, one hundred thontaud pounds 
in public works which may be judged of Ibovt general 
utility to the inhabitants ; sucn ae fortifications, 
bridges, aqueducts, public building, bathsi pave- 
ments, or whatever may make living m the town more 
convenient to its people, and render it more agree- 
able to BtrangeTS resorting thither for health, or a 
temporary residence. Tne remaining thirty-one 
thousand pouruls I would have continued to bo let 
out to interest, in the manner above directed, for one 
hundred ^ears ; as I hope it will have been founds 
that the mstitution has had a good effect on tho con- 
duct of ^outh, and been a service to many worthy 
characters and useful citizens. At the end of this 
second term, if no unfortunate Occident has prevent- 
ed the operation, the sum will be four millions and 
sixty-one thousand pound sterling, of which I leave 
one million and sixty-one tliousancTpounds to the dis- 
position and management ef the inhabitants of the 
town of Boston and the three millions to the disposition 
of the government of the state ; not presuming to car- 
ry my views farther. 

All directions herein given respecting the dis- 
position and management of tho donation to tho 
inhabitants of Boston, I would have observed rc« 
spectiug that to the inhabitants of Philadelphia, 
only as Philadelphia is incorporated, I request the 
corporation of that city to undertake the manage* 
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vein them wiih fkilt and ample powera for Ihal | 
pass. And having cansiclarecl ihal Ibe cuverini 
ground plat witb buildingH and pavcmaniB, wl 
can-y off moat rain, and preyenl ils aonking into 
oarih, und renewing and purifjing the iprii 
trhanee the watsr of ihe wells must gradiially g 
worae, and in linw be unfit for atr, as i fim) ha» 1 
ixned in all old idtice; I recommend, that, at 
end oflhe firal hundred years, irnni donn before, 
carpOTHiion of the city employ ■ pnrt ofihc huni 
thouaand |Kiunda in hringing liy pipes Ihe wel( 
llie Wiiaahicon crrek Inio the n.wn, ease id bui 
(be inhabitaals, which I apprehend mny be i 
withoDt sreat difficulty, rbc (eye * ' ' 
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J proposed ; I hope, however, that if the inhabi'- 
3 of the two cities should not think fit to under^ 
the execution, they will at leaet accept the offer 
icse donations, as a mark of my good will, token 
y gratitude, and testimony of my desire to be 
j1 to them even aOer ny departure. I wish, in- 
. that they may both undertake to endeavour the 
ution of my project, because I thisk. that, thoi»ffh 
rscon difficulties may arise, eapenients will be 
d to remove them, and the echeme be found 
ticahle. If one of them accepts the money with 
(onHitions, and the other refuses, my will then is 
lK)th sums be given to the inhabitants of the city 
ptin^; the whole to be applied to the same pur- 
a, and under the same regulations directecT for 
seperate parts ; and if both refuses, the money 
lins of course in the mass of my estate, and it is 
disposed of therewith, according to my will 
s the seventeenth dav of July, 1788. 
f fine crab-tree walking-stick, with a gold head 
»u8ly wrought in the form of the Cup of Libertv 
ve to ray friend, and the friend of mnnkind, 
)ral Washington. If it were a sceptre, ho has 
ted it, and would become it. 
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ON EARLY MARRI 
To John Alleyn, E. 

D£AR JACK, 

You dosire you say, my impartia 
fiubjpct of an early marriage, by w 
the numberless objectiuns that hav 
numerous persons to your own. Yo 
wheu you consulted mo on the occasii 
youth on both sides to lie no objectic 
the marriages that have fnllcn undci 
I am rather inclined to think, that e 
the best chance of hapiness. The te 
of the young are not yet benome so i 
plying, as when more advanced in 
more easily to each other, and hence, 
of disgust arc removed. And ifyoutl 
prudence which is necessary tu mant 
the parents and elder friends of you 
sons are gnncrall;^ at hand to aflc 
which amply supplies that defect ; ar 
riage, youth is sooner formed to rog 
life ; and possibly some of those ac 
nezions, tnatmip-Ht k«..- 
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; us (lesiro it. Late marriages arc often attended, 
), with this further inconvenience, that there is not 
i same cliance that the parents should live to sec 
?ir ofispring educated. " Late children," says the 
•anish proverb, *' are early orphans." A melan- 
oly reflection to those whose case it may be ! With 

in Anaerica. marriages are generally in the morn- 
^ of life ; our children are therefore educated and 
ttled in the world by noon ; and thus, our business 
ing done, we have an afternoon and evening of 
leerful leisure to ourselves., such as our friend at 
esent enjoys. By these early marriages we are 
eseed with more children; and from the mode 
iong us, founde«l by nature, of every mother suck- 
ig and nursing her own child, more of them arc 
ised. Thence the swift progress of population 
fiong us, uuparrelh^l in Europe. In fine, I am 
ad you are married, and congratulate you most 
rdially upon it. You are now in the way of be- 
raing a useful citizen ; and you have escaped the 
matural state of celibacy for life — the fate of many 
ire, who never intended it, but yf\iO havingv too 
ng postponed the change of their condition, find, 

length, that it is too late to think of it, and so live 
i their lives in a situation that greatly lessens a 
an's value. An odd volume of a set of books, 
;ars not the value of its proportion to the set ; what 
ink you of the odd lialfof a pair of scissors; it 
n't well cut any thing ; it may possibly serve to 
rape a trencher. 

Pray make my compliments and best wishes oc- 
ptablc to your bride. I am old and heavy, or I 
tould ero this have presented them in person. I 
tail make but small use of the old man's privilege, 
at of giving advice to younger friends. Treat your 
ife always with respect ; it will procure respect to 
)u, not only from her, but from all that observe it. 
ever use a slighting expression to her, even in jest ; 
r slights in jest, after frequent bandyings, are apt 

end in angry earnest. Be studious in your pro- 
ssion, and you will be learned. Be industrious ond 
ngal, and you will be rich. Be soiwr und tempe- 
.te, and you will be healthy. Be in general vir^>*.- 



U'O HJ 



In 






Mr. JOHN FRA 



N 



7^0 iI//5^ HUBBA 

tnd v«r° M ^' T'^!' y°" ^e have 
ttnd valuable relation. But it is the 

Jhir ', ^^"' ^*^^«« °»"^^«» "^^diea be 
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IS a kind and benevolent act of G. 
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> ind I be sieved at tbis, since nre are soon to follov, 
and know where to find him ? 

I Adieu, 

B. FRANKLIN. 



TO THB LATE 

DOCTOR MATHER, OF BOSTON. 

itEY. SFR, 

I RECBivBD your kind letter, wjth 3^af excellent 
advice to the people of the United States, which I 
read with great pleasure, and hone it will be duly 
regarded. Such writings, though they may be lightly 
passed over by many readers, yet if tliiey make a deeii 
impression on one active mind in a hundred, the ef* 
tccts nmy be eonsidernl)|e. 

Permit me to mention one little instance, which, 
though it relates to myself, will not be quite uninte- 
resting to you. When I was a boy, I met with a 
book entitled ** Essays to do good,' which T think 
was written by your father. It has been so little re- 
garded by a former possessor, that several leaves of 
it were torn out ; but the remainder gave me such a 
turn of thinking, as ta have an influence on my con- 
duct through liie; fori have always set a greater 
value on tne character of a doer of good, than any 
other kind of reputation ; and if I have been, as you 
fteem to think, a useful citizen, tho public owe* the 
advantage of it to that book. 

You mention your being in your seventy^eighth 
vear. 1 am in my eeventy-nintb. We are grown old 
together. It is now more than sixty years since I left 
Boston : but I remember wt^ll both your father and 
grandfather, having heard them both in the piilpit, 
and seen them in their houses. The last time I saw 
vour father wnp the beginning: of 1784, wheti 1\U\vk\ 



sion of t^ivin^ inslruction , imd upon tl 
im; : " You are yoiini^, uimI have tlir 
you; stoop as you pro l}uoii/;n it, and 
many hard thuiTi})^."' 'J'his advicr, th 
my h(Nid. liaH fie(juently bcon of ut^c t 
often thhik of it whori I sec pride morti 
fortunes brought upon people by their c 
heads too higii. 

1 long much to see a^uin my native 
once hoped to lay mv bones there. I Ic 
I visited it in 1733, 1743, 1753, and 17C3 ; 
I was in England. In 1775 f had a sigl 
conld not enter, it hein^ in posHOSPion u 
1 did hope to have been tfiero in 1783, h 
obtain my disniipsion from this cmployme 
now I fear I Khali never have tliat hap 
host wishes however attend my dear coi 
jterpetua.'* It is now blessed with an exec 
tut ion : may it last forever! 

This powerful monarchy CDutinues it 
for the United States. It is a frienHshi] 
most imnortanve to our security, and sho 
fully cultivated. Britain has not yet w 
the loss of its dominion over us; and 
timoB some flattering hopes of reooverini 
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know not bow soon we may again have occasion for 
all of them. 

With f^eatand sincere esteem, 
I have the honour to be, 

Rev. Sir, 
Your moat obedient and 

Most humble servent, 

B. FRANKLLN. 
Passtj,3byl2lhl7S4. 



THE WHISTLE. 

A True Story — Written to his Nephew, 

When I was a child, at seven years old, my friends 
on u lioliiiay filled my pocketM with coppers, 1 went 
directly to a shop where they sold toys for children ; 
and being charmed with the sound o(tiiohistle. that 
I met by the way in the hands of another boy, I yo- 
luntarily offered him ail my money for one. I then 
came home, and went whistling all over the house, 
much pleased with my vohistlfy but disturbing all the 
family. My brothers, and sisters, and cousins, un- 
derstanding the bargain I had made, told me I had 
given four times as much fur it, as it was worth. This 
put mo in mind what good things I might have bought 
with the rest of the money ; and they laughed at me 
so much for my folly, that I cried with vexation ; 
and the reflection gave mc more chagrin than the 
whistle gave me pleasure. 

This however, was afterwards of use to me, the 
impresBion continuing on my mind, so that often, 
when [ was tempted to buy some unnecessary thing, 
I said to myself, Don*t give to much for the whistle . 
and 80 I saved my money. 

As I grew up, came into the world, and observed 
the actions of men, I thought I met with many, very 
many, who gave too much for their whistle. 

When I saw any one too ambitious of court fa- 
vours, sacrificing his time in attendance oia. V&nc^.^^^ 
I lis repose, his liberty, his vwlue, ^I'sv^ \i««:\v^\k'8^'^'^*^ 




-i«adi,lo«Ukilt.Ilu*««il««7M*|-nfeM» ' 
iBaUemMh/<trhinMMU. ^ •** -^' 

WbcB I Mw tLaothm fbod tt popnifritn ■•"•••••H-. 
I amployinr hiniMlf ia palitiMl hjtie, ■■glmrti^^ 
ia own iflain, snd ruioinE them b; ibM ■mIwI ; 
b pig, iiulitd dtjm t tm,mmck/<r UiwUillt. 

If 1 knew a miMMBibo (■*■ up b*bit KUl of 
Miirorubli, liriDg dTaM plouuTe of dike good W 
iheri, alt ihB ■«■«!! of hia Mlea ciliMi. aod tfa« 
■yauf Innsvolent frlandahip, tot tha aaks of ^ea- 
lulalinK <vaa]tl. Poor mm» aafa 1 flk da fc fctrf 

WbiD I mact u man aflpfci i aura, aacritteJBf aveij 
udablo improTfmeai of ihiiuiiiJ. or of hi« lortuaiL 

gu an pratndiig pain fnr yixrtelf imttad o/ flm- 
irt, yaugivtUiB much for ycir mkitUt. — 

ir 1 lee uw fund ..ffiiw cbttha, 4lM funiitura, fiaa * 
qiiipaiea, all above h» forMa, H wbiob be coa- 
-aciii debu. and anda bia^raer in priioa ; AJat, 
in I, hthof paid diar. rtrf dter,/er Ml nWiffi. 

When [ aw a liaauiiful aweat lempBraMirl, mar' 
«d to nn ill-nalun>(l brutx ofa buabaniit JPhri a ^ 

it, Mtyi I, lliai lilt luu paid temnei fori uhittit. ■ 

Jn •bort. I coDceiTa ibal p;re*l pttt of iba miai 
la* uf mankini) wara brou|cbr iipos tfasm bv Iha lUa* 
•limatci the)' bad mtila oTlba value otttiafa, aB4 
)i ihair girut loemuohibrthglmkbtfu. 

A PETITION. 

TV AaM «A« kin *ln SmpaWtaJmof ^ 



lAnnsiH nyMlfto oil ths friaada of joatk, u4 
Myare them lu diraot Ibrir tonpnmoBMM raiarda tq i 
n uabappj fata, ia nrdar to iMio*a tba pnjndiM 
rwbichl amibavteiim. Tbata ara iwto aiataraaf I 
candtbatwoajaaafmn da aat IMB rnamble, - 
ar iM eapaU* •fbriai DTM) bMttr wis wUh Mdr ^ 
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er, tlian my sUter am) myself, were it not for the 
tiality of our parents, who made the most inju- 
18 distinctions bt'tween us. From my iofancT. I 
e been led to consider my sister as a being of a 
re eJevuted rank. I was sufiered to grow up with- 
the least instruction, while nothing was spared 
ler education. She had maottn to teach her wri- 
:. drawing, music, and oth«r accompliahmeots ; 
if. bv chance, I touched a pencil, a pen, or a 
die, I wan bitterly rebuked : and more ttian once 
iv« been beaten for being awkward, and wanting 
rHceful mi.nner. It it> true, my sister associated 
with her upon some oeeasions; but ahe always 
le a point of taking the lead, calling upon meooly 
I necessity, or to figure by her side, 
ut conceive .nut. Sirs, that my complaints ore in- 
ated merely by vanity — No; my uneasiness is 
isioned by ao object ouuch more serious. It Is 
practice in our famUj, that the whole business 
iroviding for its subsi«tance falls upon my sister 
myself. If any indisposition should attack my 
it — and I mention it in confidence upon this occa- 
, that she is subject to the gout, the rheumatism, 
cramp, without making mention of other acci- 
8 — what would be the fate of our poor iamily 7 
It nut the regret of our parents be excessive, aC 
ng placed so great a diuerence between sister* 
• are so perfectly equal? Alas! we must perish 
1 disiiess : for it would not be in 4iiy power even 
;rawl a suppliant petition for relief, naving been 
red to employ the hand of another io -transcribing 
requcbt which I have now the honour to prefer to 

• 

oiidescend, sirs, to make my parents lensible of 
injuRtice of nn exclusive tenaeriUMM, and of the 
issity of distributing their care and afleetiMiamon^ 
heir children equally. 

J am, with a profound respect, 
Sirs, 

Your obedient servant, 

THE JtEPT HAND 
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lUNDSOME AND DEFORMED LEG. 

• 

TiiERF. arc two sorts of people in the world, whv^ 
with equal dcgreeB of health and wealth, and the 
other comforts of life, become, the one happy, and 
the other miserable. This arises very much from 
the different views in which they consider things, 
persons, and events ; and the effect of these different 
views upon their own minds. 

In whatever situation men can lie placed, they may 
find conveniences and inconveniences : in whatever 
company, they may find persons and conversatioii 
more or less pleasin^: at whatever table, they may 
meet with meats and drinks of better and worse taste^ 
dishes better or worse dressed : in whatever cli- 
mate, they will find good and bad weather : under 
whatever government, they may find good and bad 
laws, and good and bad administration of those laws : 
in whatever poem, or work of genius, they may sM 
faults and beauties: in almost every face, and every 
person, they may discover fine features and defects, 
good and bad qualities. 

Under these circumstances, the two sorts of peo- 
ple above mentioned fix their attention ; those who 
are disposed to he happy, on the conveniences of 
thing'?, the nleasunt parts of conversation, the well- 
dressed dislios, the goodness of the wines, the fine 
weather, Ccc, and enjoy nil with cheerfulness. Those 
who arc to bo unhappy, think and speak only of the 
contrarieties. Hence they are continually discon- 
tented thcmselvi's. and by their remarks, sour the 
pleasures of society ; ofiend personoll> many people, 
and make themselves every «vhere disagreeable. If 
this turn of mind was founded in nature, such un- 
liappy persons would be the more to be pitied. But 
as the disposition to criticise, and to be disgusted, is, 
perhaps^ taken up originally bv imitation, and is, 
unawares, grown into a habit, which, though at pre- 
sent strong, njny nevprtheloss be cured, when those 
who have it are c«»nvinced of its bad effect on their 
felicity ; I hope this little admonition may lie of 
service to them, and 'put tliem o\\ ch«L\\«w^ a habit 
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which, though in the exercise it is chiefly on act of 
imngiuatiun, yet it has Reriuus consequences in life. 
as it brin^!? on real griefs and misfortunes. For as 
many as are ofibndeJ by, and nobody loves, this sort 
of people : no one shows them more than the most 
common civilities and respect, and scarcely that; 
and this frequently putt them out of humour, and 

\ draws them mto disputes and contentions. If they 
aim at obtaining some advantage in rank or fortune, 
nobody wishes them success, or will stir a step, or 

' speak a word in favour of their pretentions. If they 
incur public censure or disgrace, no one will defend 
or excuse, and many join to aggravate their miscon- 
duct, and render them completelj^ odious. Iftheso 
people will not change this bad habit, and condescend 
to be pleased with what is pleasing, v/ithout fretting 
themselves or others about the contrarieties, it is good 
for others to avoid an acquaintance with them, which 
\a always disagreeable, and sometimes very, inconve- 
nient, eeipetially when one finds one*s self entangled 
in their quarrels. 

An old philosophical friend of mine was grown, 
from experience, very cautious in thiM particular, and 
carefully avoided any intimacy with such people. 
lie had, like other philosophers, a thermometer 
to show him the heat of the weather, and a barometer 
to mark when it was likely to prove good or bad ; 
but there being no instrument invented to discover^ 
at first sight, this unpleasing disposition in a person, 
he, for that purpose, made use of his legs: one of 
which was remarkably handsome; the other, by 
some accident, crooked and deformed. If a stranger, 
ut first interview, regarded his ugly leg more than 
his handsome one, ne doubted him. If he spoke of 
it, and took no Botice of the handsome leg, that was 
sufiicient to determine my philosopher to have no ' 
further acquaintance with him. Every body has not 
this two legged instrument : but every one, with a 
little attention, may observe signs of that carpm^^ 
fault'finding disposition, and take, the eatci^ x^^.Ocva?^^'*^ 
of avoiding the acquaintance of xV\o«« vjA^<j\«^ ^'^' 

.: it. I therefore advise those cnxVceX, c!^«\3\«v>»> ^^ 

^ dontenied, unhappy people, if ibcy viva^x xo >» 

G 



TV»7/i the Soliloquy of on 

TO MALI. ME BIl 

Vou nmy reiiieinher, my 
»ve latel> spent that linppy daj 
lien and bvvim'I i>ociet> ©f tli»- 
littl ' ill one of our WM!k«, und 
the the company Wi; had h 
skeletons of n kind of litiie fly 
whose siicceRsivti c-nfratioriH, 
bred and pxpirud wltiiin the dc 
a living company ot tiiem on 
to be enerafl^ed in conver>Qt -;i. 
stand nM tno inferior aniaiv' 
application to the study •>! nu 
1 ran pive for the littlt- pn»CTf-: 
charming langua* ••. I lisiinrt 
the diHcouree of theso little oi 
in their nntionai vivacity, ^pcik 
ther, I could lunko but little i 
I found, however, by 8t)nii* hr 
I heard now and then, the\ w; 
on the merit of two I'urrign nii 
the oth«<r a tnuscheto : in whici 
their tima, eeeminzas ro<;ardU 
their life as if they had been au 
Hoppy |>eople, thought I. yon 
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it wiil likewise amuse her to whom I am so mucli in* 
debtee] fur the most pleusing of all amu&ements, her 
delicious company and heavenly harmony. 

" It was, says be, ** the opinion ot' learned phi- 
losophers of our race, who lived and flourished long 
before my time, that this vast world, the Moulin Joly 
could not itftelf subsist more than eighteen hours ! 
and I think there was seme foundation for that oni> 
' nion ; since, by t'he apparsut motion of the great lu- 
t minary that gives life to all nature, and^which in 
' my time has evidently declined considerably towards 
the ocean at the end of the earth, it must then finish 
its course, be extinguished in the waters that sur- 
round us, and leave the world in cold and darkness. . 
iieceHsarily producing universal death and destrno- 
tion. I have lived 7 of those hours ; a great age, being 
no less than 4-^0 minutes of time! How very few of 
us continue so long? I have seen generations born, 
flourish, and expire. My present friends ore chil- 
dren and grand children of the friends of my youth, 
who are now, alas, no morn ! And I must soon fol> 
low them ; for, by the common course of nature, 
though still in health, I cannot expect to live above 
seven ar eight minutes longer. What now avaiU all 
ray toil ^nd Inbour. in amassing the honey dew 
oil this leaf, which I cannot live to eniey. What 
my political struggles 1 have been engaged in, for the 
^ good of my compatriot inhabitantt^ of this bush, or 
ray philosophical studies, for the benefit of our race 
' in gen'^'ral ; for in politics (what can laws do with 
outmerals?) our present race of ephemerae will in a 
I course of minutes become corrupt like those of other 
and older busheti, and consequently as wretched ! 
And in philosophy how small our progre»-s. Alas! 
art is long, and life is short ! My friends would cem- 
fort me with the idea of a name, they say, I shall 
leave behind me : and they tell me I have lived long 
, enough to nature and to glory. But what will fame 
be to an ephemerae who no longer exists? and what 
will become of all history in the eighteenth hour, 
^ when the world itself, even the whole Moulin Joly, 
V Ahall come to its encl, and be-buried in an univerao^^. 
ruin?" 
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UORALS OF CHESS. 

Platiko M ehMs ia tha nan anciBBt aad mri* r- 
mI nms kBowii imenii: maa \ for id arlniaal )■ bi- 
vonil ihn meniDi'* of biDiarj. and U hu, fiir aBMbM- 
l«a >K», bMD tfao aiouMmnt uf all the c)>fliM< 
naiiiina of Asia, tha Panwiia. tlia Indiana, and lb* 
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^'IfT move this piece, what will be the aJvautage of 
my new situation ? What use can my adversary 
make of it to annoy mo ? What other moves can I 
make to support it, and to defend mvself from his 
attacks?" 

J I. Circumspection, which surveys the whole chess- 
board, or scene of action, the relations of the several 
pieces and situation, the danfrers they are respec- 
ively exposed to, tlie several nossibifities of tneir 
uiding each other, the probabilities that the adver- 
sary may take this or that move, and attack this or 
the other piece, and what difforent means can bo 
used to avoid his stroke^ or turn its consequences 
against him. 

III. Caution, not to make your moves too hastily. 
This habit is beet acquired by observing strictly the 
laws of the game, sucb.as, ''ifyou touch a piece 
you must move it somewhere; if you set it down you 
must let it stand :'* and it is th(^refore best that those 
ruh:s should be observed ; as the game thereby be- 
comes more the image of human life, and particularly 
of war: in which, if you have incautiously put your- 
self into a bad and dangerous position, you cannot 
obtain your enemy's leave to withdraw your troops, 
and place them more securely, but you must abide all 
the consequences of your rashness. 

And, lastly, we learn by chess the habit of not being 
discouraged by present bad appearances in the state of our 
affairs, the habit of hoping for a favourable cliange^ 
and that of persevering in search of resources, 'liie s 
game is so full of events, there is such a variety 
of turns in it, the fortune of it Is so subject to sud* 
den vicissitudes, and one so frequently, after long 
contemplation, discovers the means of extricating 
one's self from a supposed insurmountable difficulty, 
that one is encouraged to continue the contest to 
the last, in hope of victory by our own skill, or at 
least of giving a stale mate, by the negligence of our 
adversary. And whoever considers, what in chess 
he often sees instances of, that pt^rtieular nieces of 
success are apt to produce presumption, a'na its con- 
sequent inattention, by which the loss may be reco- 
vcrccJ, will learn not to bo too much d\«tv^>\Tti^'^AVN 
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the present success of his adversary , nor to despttir of 
final good fortune, upon every little cheek he receives 
in the pursuit of it. 

That we may. therefore be induc^l more frequently 
to choose this beneficial amii9«nit-iit, in preference to 
others, which are not attended with the sime advan- 
tages, every circumstance which may increase the 
pleasure of it should h<> re^rded : and every action or 
word that is unfair, disrespectful, or that in any way 
may givv uneanint^ss, should be avoided, as contrary 
to the immediate intention of both the players, which 
is to pass the time agreeably. 

Therefore, first, Kit is agreed to play according to 
the strictest rules; then those rules are to be exactly 
ohsorved by both parties, nnd should not ^le insisteil 
on for one side, while deviated from by the other— for 
thiK 19 not equitable. 

Secondly. If it is agreed nol to observe the rules ex- 
actly. l)iTt ono party domunds indulgences, he should 
then he as willing to alN^w them io the other. 

Thirdly, No fnlnf, move should ever be made to ex- 
tricate yourself out of n difficulty, or to cain an advan- 
tay:H. Tlipre con be no plrasurfi in playi'ig r/iih a per- 
son once detected in sucn unfair practices. 

Fourthly, If your adversary is lon^: in playing, yon 
ought not to hurry him, or to express any uneasiness 
ot his delay. You should not sing, nor whistle, nor 
look at your watch, nor take up a book to read, nor 
make a tapping with your feet on the floor, or with 
your fingcrd on the table, nor do any thing that uioy 
disturb hi.s attention. For all these things displease: j 
nnd they do not show your skill in playing, but your : 
craftiness or your rudenngs. ' 

Fifthly, You ought not to cndesvor to amuse and 
deceive your adversary, bv pretending to have mmV^ 
bad moves, and saying tnat you have now lost t!in i 
gnme^ in order to make him secure and careless, aB.l 
inattentive to your scht^mes; for this is fraud and de- 
ceit, not skill in the game. 

Sixthly, You must not, when you have gained a | 
victory, use any triumphing or insulting expression, 1 
Jior show too much ph^asure ; but endeavor to con- 
loJo your adversary, and moke him less dlssatisfii:^ I 
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with hioiseir, by every kind of civil expression that 
may be used with truth; such bs, * You understand 
tlic ^anie better tiian I, but you arc a little inattentive ; 
or, you play too fast ; or, you had the best of the game, 
hut somethmp happened to divert your thoughts, and 
that turned it in my favour. 

Seventhly, If you are a spectator while others play, 
observe the most perfect silence. For if gou give ad- 
vice you offend both parties ; him against whom you 
gave it, because it may cause the loss of his gome ; 
and l.'im, in whose favour you gave it. Iiecause, 
though it be good, and he followH it, he loses the plea- 
sure ne might have liad, if you had permitted him to 
think until it had occurred to himself. Even after a 
move, or mcives, you must not. by replacing the pieces, 
show how it might have been placed better ; for that 
displeases and may occasion disputes and doubts a- 
bout their true situation. A.11 talking to the players 
lessons or diverts their attention, and is therefore 
unpleasing. Nor should you give the least hint to 
either party, by any kind of noise or motion. If you ' 
do, vou are unworthy to be a spectator. If you have 
a mind to expnusp or show your judgment, do it in 
playing your own game, wUf^n you have an opportu- 
nity, not in criticiKin!;. or meddling with, or counsel^ 
ling the play of others 

Lastly, If the gume is not to be played rigorously, 
according to the rules above mentioned, then mode- 
rate your desire of victory over your aovcrsory, and 
be pleased with oae over yourself. Snatch not ea- 
gerly at every advantajre offered by his unskilfulneas 
or inattention; but pomt out to him kindiv, that by 
fiuch a move he places or leaves a piece in danger 
nnd unsupported ; that by another he will put his 
king in a perilous situation, &c. By this generous 
civility, (so opposite to the unfairness above forbid- 
den,) you may, indeed, happen to lose the gamete 
vour own opponent, but Vim will win what is better, 
liis esteem, his respect, and his affect'on; together 
with the silent approbation and good will of impartial 
spectators. 
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riE ART OF PROCURING PLEASANT 
DREAMS. 

Inscribed to Miss * * *, 

BEING WRITTEN AT HER REQUEST. 

a grcut part of out life is B{>ent in sleep, during 

I wi> have aomctiinoB pleasing and BOinetimcp 
lit (IreuinH, it Uecfines of some consequence to 

II the one kiiii), and avoid the other ; for whe* 
real or iuingiiiary, pain is pain, and pleasure is 
lire. If we can sleep witliout drenniing, it is 
liiat pHinful (Ireamfl are avoided. If, while we 

wu ran liavt* nny pleasing dreams, it is, as the 
ch say, tantgagHe, so much added to the pleasure 

(B. 

) this end it is. in the first place, necessary to be 
ul in preserving health, by due exercise and 
t tumperanco ; for, in sickness, the imagination 
isturbed. and disagreeable, sometimes terrible 
i are aft to present themselves. Exercise should 
;dc incitld, not imme^liately follow them ; the 
promotes, the latter, unless moderate, obstructs 
«tion. If after exercise, we feed sparingly, the 
jtiun will be etf«y and good, the body lightsome, 
temper clie^rful. and all the anininl functions 
uruied a>;roeable. Sleep, when it follows, will 
aturul and unfli<«turbed. While indolence, with 
feeling, occasions night-mares, and horrors incx- 
sible ; wo fall from precipices, arc assaulted by 
, beu.-«tn, murderers, and demons, and experience 
y variety of distress. Observe, however, that 
quantities of food and exercise arc relative things; 
e who move much may, and indeed ought, to eat 
e ; those who use little exercise, should eat little, 
eneral, raandkind, since the improvement of c«K)k« 

eat about twice as much as nature requires, 
pers are not bad, if we have not dined; but^rest> 

nights naturally follow hearty suppers, after full 
lers. Indeed, as there is a difference in consti- 
ions, so wo rest well after these inoals ; it costs 
n only a frightful dream and an apoplexy, after 
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>ivbicti tbey sleep till dootneday. Nothing ia more 
common in the neivspapere, than instances uf people, 
who, aftar eating a nearty supper; are found deaa a* 
bed in the morning. 

Another means of preserving healthy to be attend- 
ed to, is the havifig a constant supply of fresh air in 
your bed chamber. It has been a great mistake, the 
sleeping io rooms exactly closed, and in beds sur* 
rounded by curtains. No outward air, that may 
come in to you, is so unwholesome as tlMs unchanged 
air, often breathed, of a close chamber. As boiling 
Water does not grow hotter by longer bcnliiig, if the 
{>ar tides that receive greater heat eae escape ; so liv- 
ing bodies do not putrify, if the particles, as fast as 
they beconoe putrid, can be thrown off. Nature ex- 
pels them by tne pores o( the skin and lun^s, and in 
a free open air, they are carried off; but, m a close 
room, we receive them again and again, though they 
become more and more corrupt. A number of per- 
sons crowded into a small room, thus spoil the air in 
a few minutes, and even render it mortal, as in thH 
Hlack Hole at Calcutta. A single person is said 
only to 8|>oiI a gallon of air per minute, and there- 
fore requires a longer time to spoil a chambcrful ; 
but it is done, bowever, in proportion, and many 
putrid disorders have hence their origin. It is re- 
corded of Methusalem, who being the longest liver, 
may be supposed to have best preserved hm health, 
that lie slept always in the open air; for whon he 
had lived five hundred years, an angel said to him, 
** Arise, Methiisalem, and build the an house, for 
thou shalt live yet five hundred years longer." But 
Methusalem answered and said, *' If I am to live 
but five hundred years longer, it is not w.orth while 
to build me an house— f will sleep in the air as I 
have been used to do.*' Physicians after having for 
a^es contended that the sick should 4iqI be indulged 
with fresh air, have at length disrovbred that it may 
do them j^ood. It is therefoK 4o be hoped, that they 
may in time discover, Hkewiee, that it is not hurtful 
to those who are in health; and that we may then 
be cured of the acnmhobia that at present disresses 
W9ak minds, and makeB them choose to be %V\^<«^ vxv^ 



f-ifl" ~ "■"• ""•^n •" with ri-rn 
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expression for want of a bc-i i 
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teffh«; f"''''*">'J"T "^> »'•« '"«<J 
n^at tl at rarehes nmj remi.Ms if M 

;ne infected by their ..«-„ ,Za!':J^ 
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to «be air, and that which, renftining sank in tho 
be«l, denies the air access: for this part now mani* 
fests its uneasiness more distinctly by the conipari- 
son, and the seat of the uneasiness is more plainly 
perceired, than when the wholo surface of the body 
was affected by it 

Here then is one p'eat and i^neral caase of un- 
pleasinjr dreams. For when the body is uneasy, the 
mind will be disturbed by it, and disagreeable ideas 
of various kinds will, in sleep, be the natural conse- 
quence. The remedies, preventive and curative, 
follow. 

1. By eaiiner moderately (as before advised for 
health's sake) less perspirable matter is produced in a 
given time ; hence the bed-clothes receive it longer 
before they are saturated ; and we may, therefore, 
sleep longer, before we aro made uneasy by their re- 
fusing to receive any more. 

2. By using thinner and more porous bed*clothes, 
which will suffer the pcrppiroble matter more easily 
to pass though them, we are less incommoded, such 
being longer tolerable. 

3. When you are awakened by this uneasiness, 
and find you cannot easily sleep again, get out of bed 
l)eat up and turn your pillow, shake the bed clothes 
well, with at least twenty shakes, then throw the 
bed open, and leave it to cool ; in the meanwhile, 
continuing undrest, walk about your chamber, till 
your skin has had time to discharge its load, which 
It will do sooner as the air may Im drier and colder. 
When you begin to feel the cold air unpleasant, then 
return to your bed ; and you will soon fall asleep, 
and your sleep will be sweet and pleasant. All the 
scenes presented to your fancy will be of the pleasing 
kind. 1 am often as agreeably entertained by them, 
as by the scenery of an opera. If you happen to be 
too indolent to get out of bed, you may, instead of it, 
lift your bed-clothes with one arm and lesc, so as to 
draw in a f^ood deal of frenh air, and by letting them 
fall, force it out again; this, repeated twenty times, 
will so clear them of the perspirable matter they 
have embibed, as to permit your sleeping well<<c^x 
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'\{h hioisclf, by every kind of civil expression that 
lay be used with truth; such bs, * You understand 
)c ^unie better tiian I, but you arc a little inattentive ; 
r, you play loo fast ; or, you had the best of the game, 
tit something happened to divert your thoughts, and 
)»t turned it in my favour. 

Seventhly, If you arc a spectator while others play, 
bsorve the most perfect silence. For if gou give ad- 
ice you offend both partic? ; him against whom you 
uve it, because it may cause the loss of his gome ; 
ud l.'im, in whose favour you gave it. because, 
lough it be good, and he follows it, he loses the plea- 
ure he might have liad, if you had permitted him to 
link until if had occurred to himself. Even after a 
love, or moves, >ou must not. by replacing the pieces, 
how how it might have been pluced better ; for that 
ispleases and may occasion disputes and doubts a- 
DUt their true situation. A.I1 talking to the players 
sssons or diverts their attention, and is therefore 
npleasing. Nor should you give the least hint to 
ither party, by any kind of noise or motion. If you ' 
lo, vou are unworthy to be a spectator. If you have 
. mind to exHrcise or show your Judgment, do it in 
laying your own game, when you have an opportu- 
lity. not in criticisin*;, or meddling with, or counsel- 
ing the play of others 

Lastly, If the gume is not to be played rigorously, 
.ccording to the rules above mentioned, then mode- 
ate your desire of victory over yoiir adversary, and 
ic pleased with oae over yourself. Snatch not ea- 
;erly at every advantage offered by his unskilfulnese 
»r inattention; but point out to him kindiv, that by 
luch a move he places or leaves a piece ^ in danger 
md unsupported ; that by another he will put his 
cing in a perilous situation, &c. By this generous 
•jviiity, (so opposite to the unfairness above f«rbid' 
]en,) you may, indeed, happen to lose the game to 
/our own opponent, but 3P0U will win what is better, 
lis esteem, hi^ respect, and his affection; togetbor 
^ith the silent approbation and good will of impartial 
ipcctatore. 
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that I have caleoUted upon only onelialfof Uieyear, 
and much may be saved io the other, though the days 
are shorter. Besides^ the immeniie stock of wax and 
tallow left unconsumed durine the summer, viill pro- 
bably make candles much cheaper lor the ensuinff 
winter, nnd continue cheaper as long as the proposed 
reformation shall be supported. 

For the great benefit of this discovery, thus freely 
communicated and bestowed by me on the public, 'I 
demand neither place, pension, exclusive privilege, 
or nny other reward whatever* I expect only to 
have the honour of it. and yet I know there are 
little envious mjnds who will, as usual, deny me this, 
and say, that my invent. on was known to the an- 
cientfl, and perhaps they may bring passages out of 
the old books in proof of it. I will not diHpute witli 
these people that the ancients knew not that the sua 
would rise at certain hours; they fiossibly had,, as 
we have, almanacs that predicted it ; but it dues 
not follow from thence, that they knew ht gave lieht as 
ioon at be rose. This is what I claim of my disco- 
very. If the ancients knew it, it muHt have been 
long since forgotten, for it certainly was unknown to 
the moderns, at least to the Parisians : wtiich to prove, 
I need but use one plain simple argument. They are 
as well instructed. Judicious, and prudent a people 
03 exist any where m the world, all professing, like 
myself, to he lovers of economy, and from the many 
lieavy taxes required from them for the necessities of 
the state, have surely reason to be economical. I say, 
it is impossible that so sensible a people under such 
circumstances, should have lived so long by the smo- 
ky, unwholesome, and enormously expensive light of 
candles, if they had really known that they might 
have had as much pure light of the sun for nothing. 

J am, &Ci 

B. FRANKLIN. 
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SKETCH OF AN ENGLISH SCHOOL. 

For the Consideration of the Trustees of the Pkiladd- 

phia Academy. 

Tt is expected that every scholar to be admitted into 
this school, be at least able to pronounce and divide 
the syllables in reading, and to write a legible hand. 
Nunc to be received ilmi are under years of age. 

FIRST OR LOWEST CLASS. 

Lot the first chi'^s learn the English grammar rules 
and at the same time let particular eare be taken to. 
improve rliem in orthography. Perhaps the Intlcr is 
best <lMne by [»uiriiior the scholars ; two of these near- 
est equal in their japi>Hing to he put together. Let these 
strive for victory ; oach proj^ounding ten words every 
day fo the other to be spelled. He that spells truly 
most of the other's words, is victor for that day : he. 
that is victor most days in a month, to obtain a prize, 
a prerty neat boi»k of Rome kind, useful in their fu- 
ture siudies. This method fixes the stttntion of 
children extremely to the orthography of words, and 
niakHfi them o god?pellers very early. It is a shame 
for a man to he so ignorant of this liitle nrt^ in his own 
lanc:un£:« hs to he perpetually confounding words o. 
like sound and difierent signification; the conscious- 
ne'^x of which defect make some men, otherwise of 
good learning and understanding averse to writing e- 
ven a comm-in letter. 

Let the pieces rend by the scholars in this class be 
short: nuchas C'roxul's fables and little stories. In 
giving the lesaou. let it ho read to them i let the 
meaning- of the difficult words in it be explained to 
tluin; and l«'t thorn con it over by themselves before 
they are called to read to the master or u^her • who is 
to take particular care that they do nut read too fast, 
and that they duly observe their stops and pauses A 
vocabulary v.fthe most usual difficult words miffht be 
formed for their use, with explanations ; and they 
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1i»t. Ui it Lw poinli'd out; ai.^i let his beauties bo 
pBriicuall; reniarki-d idiIiu youth. 

may be made acquainted »i>Ti g^od ■1}Im> ofsN liinda 



■armon. Bpenaral'i sgieech to his Enldir-rfi, OF]ie(H.h in 

letter, hfank reraa, Hiiiiibraalii!, 'htoiic, ic. BulW 
socli leaaona Le choaen tor reading, as coiM^v wnos 
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ine^ « v?ry ih\u^ that conlil ipjjro the morals of yoiitli) 
:nigiit likewise bo trot by role, und the boys nxcrciscd 
in <lclivftriii£: or aciing thern ; great care being taken 
to form their manner after tlie truest models. 

For their further improvement., and a little to x'ar}* 
thrir ntudios, let them now begin to read histery, 
after having got hy h»*art a short table of the principal 
npochn in chnmology. They may begin with Rollm'fi 
ancient and Roman hi^torieB. and proceed at proper 
hours, a8 ihey go tiirougli the subsequent clasBeo, 
with the best hifitories of our own nation and colu- 
iiieR. Lot emulation he oxcited among the boys, by 
giving, weekly, little prizes, or other small cncou- 
rasomenta, to those who are able to give the bostar- 
rount of what thev have read, as to times, places, 
uamet* of persons, ^.c This will make them road with 
attention, and imprint tiie history well in their memo- 
ries. In remarking on the history, the master will 
have fine opportii nit ie.s of instilling instruction ofva- 
riuu.« kindfl, and improving the morals, as well as the 
understandings of youth. ' 

The natural and mechanic history, contained in 
the Spectacle de la Nature, might also be begun in 
this class, and continuad through the subsequent 
clashes, by other books of the same kind; for next 
to the knowledge of duty, this kind of knowledge is 
certainly the most useful, as well as the roost enter- 
taining. The merchant may thereby bo cnaMed bet- 
ter to understand many commodities in trade ; the 
han<licraftsman to improve his business hy new in- 
fttrumcnts, mixtures, and materials, and frequetitlv 
hints are given for new methods of improving land, 
that may be sot on foot greatly to the ndl vantage of 
a country. 

THE FOURTH CLASS. 

To be taught composition. Writing one's own 
language well, is the next necessary accomplishment 
after good speaking. It is the writmg master's busi- 
ness to take care thiit the boys moke fair characters., 
and plAce them strait and even in the Ihies ; but to 
form thoir style, and even to take car« iV^^x ^Bga iMQi^'fc 

H 




170 ESSAYS. 

useful instruction, whereby the undcrstH tiding or mo- 
rals ofthc youth may at the same time bo improved. 
It is required that they should first study and un* 
^ilif,8tand the lessons, before they are put upon read- 
"■"'j'T ?'^^'nnroper]y . to which end each boy should 

iLi.„# r.r^''J?^'y^.«li^tionary to help him over difficul- 
what part- 3 anf.5?>.. .. ^. ^ ,j » 

cjf con^rratulation, of complftiiv..., J.,,j i ,^,..L , 

thanks, of reconimondatiori. of admonition, of rTnWi^l 

iation. of cxpo.<ituIation, excuse, &c. In these tliey 

Bhuuld be luuscht to cxprrsa theinrtelves clearly, con- 

I'isely and naturally, without cflecting words or hiph- 

tlown phra->«>s. All thoir letters to pass through their 

iii;iriier'K iiand wiu) i:< to point out the fnnlt8, adxiso 

the corrections, and cotnuKMid what he finds ri|;i)t. 

Some of the best letters published in their own )un> 

^ua.uc, as Sir Wi Ham Temple's, those of Pope and 

i\is I'rittnds, and i«ufn0 others, mi^ht be set Ix'fore the 

youth as modeU, their beauties pointed out and ex- 

phiined by the master, thii letters themselves trans* 

bcribod by the scholar 

Dr. Johnson's Ethicrs Elemcntay or first Principles 

of Morality, nia> now be r^^ad by the scholars, an-t 

explained by the nntster, to lay a Folid fuundalinn of 

virtue and piety in their iginue. And as this elasa 

continues the reading of hiritory, let them now. r.t 

proper hours, rec'«ivo somK further instruction iu 

(ihronolog^ and in that part of geography (fruoi the 

mnthematical nia.stei) tvhich is neceisury to undor- 

gtand the maps and globus. They should also bo ac- 

nuairited with the modern names of X\\e. places Ihcy 

find mentionrd in ancient writers. ,The exercisesi)!' 

good reading, and proper speaking, still continued at 

suitable limes. 

FIFTH CLASS. 

To improve the youth in compositiMi, they tOMJ 
now, besides continuing to write letters, begin to 
write little essays in prose, and sometimes in verse * 
not to make them poets, but for Ibis reason, tliat 
nothing acquaints a lad so speedilv with a variclj of 
expressions, as the necessity of nnding stich words 
arid phr&eea, as will uu\i Vne tsieoA\xT«, wHiBdi ^aoift 
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pU.:..4vJia ul suine good story , the pcliolar tu fin 



cir- 
id 
sreBBioii. Let them be put aumetimeH on (ibridji^. 
; A paragraph ofa iiii!:i**e uutiior ; HuinetimcH oa 
vtin^ ur aiuplifying what jn wrote more closiMv 
J iio^ let Dr. JuhDdoii'<4 Noctica, or Firrtt Priiici- 
:9 of Hunan Kiiuwicdg*. cnntiiiniiig a lupc. ur 9rt 
reiiKoniiif;, dtc. be reiuJ by tJio youth, and the diflfi- 
Itlen tliut may occur to^ them be (>xnlainpd by the 
liter. The readinf^ ofhijitury, and the exurciees ot' 
jd reading and just rpoaking, sitill continued. 

SXITU CLASS 

[n tills class, bi-aidcdC(>ntinuiii<r the studies of the 
scodine iu liirttorv, rhoioric. Ut^'ic. moral ami na-* 
*al philosophy, the ht'^t Eiial^h authorH niny bu 
vl ond cxpluinr'd : a.s TiUutiioii. Milton, Lock, 
l(''.dun, Pope. Swift, tlio iiij^ht^r pupi^r.* in tho 
octulor aiKlGtiarjiiiin, the bt?- » tr.inshuioM"» of Ho- 
Jr. Vircril »"d Horace, o! Teloinacliu?*, Truvils of 
.niB. &c. 

Once ii-year let tliere be public exerciises in the 
.11 : the trueleoB and citlzen>^ preeeut. Then let 
gilt hooka iio given as i.rizt'H to hiioIi hoys its 
:ttlii£uit«h fhemiplvifii, ami ex.-el tho others in any 
ancli of learning, making thre.^ degrees of com- 
.rison ; given the best {.nz*' to him ihut performs 
at, a less valuable one to him that conii'ij up next 
the best: and another to the third. Coirunenda- 
ms, encoura^remcnt, and advice to the rest, keep^ 
1^ up their hoi)»8, that by industry, thpy may ex- 
ranother time. Thu names of those that obtain tho 
izo, to be yearly printed in a list. ^ ' 

The hours' of cacli day are to bo divided and dia- 
ised in^HUch a manner as that some e\a&ftQ» tda.^ >Qnk 
ith the writing master, imvto^w^ x't^wt Y^^^"^ 
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Tlie Latin language, long the vehicle aiB<I lo 

tributing known>dge among the diflerent natiM 

Europe, in daily more and mure neglected; and 

ofthe modern tongues, viz. French, seems, in ]> 

of universality, to have pupplied its place. I 

spoken in all the courta of Europe ; and most sf 

iitorati. those even who do not speak it, have acq 

ed a knowledge of it, to enable them easily to i 

the books that are written in it This gives a con 

crablc advantage to that nation. It enables its 

thors to inculcate and spread through other natit 

such sentiments and opinions, on important poi 

us are moat conducive to its interest, or whicn i 

contribute to its reputation, by promoting the c 

moii interests of mankind, It is, perhaps, owin| 

its being written in French, that Voltair's Trea 

on Toleration has had so sudden and so great 

effect on the bigotry of Europe as almost entirel 

disarm it. The general use ofthe French langi 

has likewise a very advantageous effect on the pr 

ofthe bookselling branch of commerce ; it being • 

known, that the more copies can bo sold "that 

struck off from one composition of types, the pr 

increase in a much greater propcrlion than tliey d 

making a great number of pieces in any other 1 

of manufucture. And at present there is no caj 

tow.n in Europe without a Fn-nch bookseller's e 

corresponding with Pari-*. Our Enj^lish bids fail 

obtain the second place. The great body of ez 

lent printed sermons in our language, and the f 

dom of our writinr on political subjects, hare indi 

Q greut nunjher of divines, of different sects and 

tions- as wejl as gentlemen concerned in public 

fairs, to study it ho far at least as to read it. An 

wo were to endeavour the facilitating its progr 

the study of our tongue might become much n 

general. Those who have emnluyed some par 

t if'ir time in learning a new language, must \ 

freauenlly observed, that while their acquamti 

with it was imperfect, difficulties, small in tii 

selves, have operated as great ones in obslruc 

their progress. A book, for example, ill prii 

or A pronunciation in speaking not veil on 



Ulei, would rfodar « untance uninlolliKible, which 
Trom m clisBr print or a di«tinc( speaker would have 
lieen iininediaiely comprehendpil. If, liierefurc, wo 
would liBia the lieneCr af eeeing our language nioie 
jTpneraHy known amonK mankiiw, we should ciideu- 

diBcaurBgetlie lefimioKurit. Riil I sin aorrv tu ul>- 
Ksrve tlint of Inrs veors, ilioae difficuIriKe, inaleUil ol 
beinic diminished, have been Busmenled. 

In DiamininE Ihc En^IiBh liuohi! Iber were nrintpit 
bclwe'n ihe reatiiriillim and Iho acclt^<ni■Jll of OiM>r|;a 
Ihn Spcond. we may obEerrc that all nulwlaiiiivea 
ivere bn)ruii wiih a eaiiilol, in wbicli wh imiraicd inii 
miitlier tunRiie. Ihn Gnrman Tl>i^' wna mure pnni- 
tulariy nfrM In iliosp wlitf were nol well neuiiainied 
ivilh ilie Encli-h, llirrc lieing eueh a |irocHeio.ia n.iin- 

':enied differeiiilv in ihe nron uncial ion. i'lilii mrlhod 
lini., Iiv the fancy i.f |>r;nlprF< of Inie yenr*. Uri-n en- 
tirely Uid n-iJc: rriim nn i'ten, that supprenitiiig ilie 



I. reiulnr npiicarance. The efTin:! ofiliii rliani 
considi'rnlile, that a lenrneil man of France. » i 
tto rend ourboolis, though not jierfccily m^qunit 






with B cnpitdl, In a parnKranh, which he ihrn eaaily 
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il. Thia shows the ' '■ ' " -"■ * 
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■-: impr(iv«'inents btickwur 
f'v thtit fi^i'oy priminp is mor. 
Hence llie Enp!i.-li now liouk 
a charnctor ti? to hi'. ri'tuJ witl 
MnI(?Ks in a verv stronjf Ji|iht, 
Whoever comnarrs n vulnuK 
Magazine, printed I)Piwe«n llu 
with one orthofrc printeii in the 
convinced of iho inucli prcatcr 
given by blnck ti]an by the srai 
pleasantly remarked thia dilVere 
printer of the DuMin Journal. \ 
ii)g enromiumfi on hi3 own papci 
plete ot' any in lh« world. •* 1 
snys my Lor«'l. '• don't you think i 
ihrr improved, by usinp paper an 
near of a colour'/" — For nil thopi 
but wish our American printers \ 
tions avoid thc-so fancied improve 
render their works more apreoal 
Europe, to the /jreat advan!aj:e 
commerce. 

Further, to be more Rensihle ( 
clcnrand dii<tinct pr'intinp, let t:9 
ancc it ufiords in reading well ah 
In BO doing the eye generally Kli<l 
four words bi* fore the voice. Ifth 
linginsfiei* what the c(:min« wor/i 
to order the modnl***- ■ 
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cnor iu our mode of printing. Wo tro sensible, 
tliat when a question ia met with in the reading 
tliere is a proper variation to be used in the man* 
Qgement of the voice : we have, therefore, n point 
called an interro|rBtiun, affixed to the question, to 
distinguish it. But this is absurdly placed at its 
end, so that the reader does not discover it till he 
finds that he was wrongly modulating his voice' 
and is therefore obliged to begin again the sen- 
tence. To prevent this, thf* Spanish printers, more 
sensibly, place an interrogation at the beginning as 
well us at the end of the (question. We have ano- 
ther error of the same kind in printing plays, where 
something often occurs that is marked as spoken 
aside But the word aside is placed at the swid of the 
sof^ech, when it ought to precede it. os a direction to 
tlie reader, that he nniy govern his voice accord- 
ingly. The practice of our ladies, in meeting five, 
ur six together, to form little busy parties, wht*re 
cuch is employed in some useful work, while one 
reads to them, is so commemdable in itself, that it 
deserves the attention of authors and printers to 
make it as pleasing as possible both to the reader 
and hearers. 

My best wishes attend you, being with sincere 

esteem, 

Sir, 

your most obedient and 

Very humble servanr, 

B.FRANKLllV 
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paper, with a press, a few types, and a huge pair of 
blacking balls, may commis9ionate himself, and hie 
court is immediately established in the picnery pos- 
session and exercise of itH rights ; for if you make 
the least complaint of the judge's conduct, he daubs 
his blacking balls in your face whenever he meets 
you ; and besides tearing vour prryate character to 
splinters, marks you out for the odium of the public 
as an enemy to the liberty of the press. 

Of the natural support of this court, 

Irs support is founded in the depravity of tach 
minds as have not been mended by religion, nor im* 
proved by g(M>d education. 

There is a lust in man no charm con tame. 
Of loudly publishing his neighboi's shame 

Hence, 

On <>ag1e'fl wings immortal scandles fly. 
While virtuos actions are but born and die. 

Dryden. 

Whoever feels pain on hearing a good charaeter 
of his neighbor, will feel a pleasure in the reverse. 
And of those who, despairing to rise in distinction by 
their virtues, are happy if others can be depressed to 
a level with themselves, there are a number sufficient 
in every great town to maintain one of these courts 
by subscription. A shrewd observer ence said, that 
in walking the streets of a slippery morning, one 
might see where the good nature<l people lived, by 
the ashes thrown on the ice before the doors: proba- 
bly he would have form^ a diflferent conjecture of 
the temper of those of whom hs might find engaged 
ia such subscriptions. 
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OfOu chteka primer to be established against Uie abttses 
oj power in those courts 

Hitherto there were none. But since so much ha^ 
been written an^i published on the federal constitu- 
tion : and the necessity of checks in all parts of good 
governniKnt, has been so clearly and learnedly ex- 
plained. I find myself so far enlightened an to sus- 
pect some check may be proper in this part also; but 
1 have been at a loss to imagine any that may not be 
Construed an infringement of the sacrrd liberty of the 
prpBS. At lone^th, however, I think Ihavo found one, 
that instead uf diminishing generul liberty, shall aug- 
ment it; which is, by restoring to the people a spe- 
cies of liberty, of which they have been deprived 
by our laws — I mean the liberty of the cutigel! In 
the rude state of society prior to the existence of 
Jnws. if one man gave anotlicr ill language, the af- 
fronted person might return it b^ a box on the ear; 
and, if repeated, by a good drubbmg; and this with- 
out ofTenaing against any law ; but now the right of 
making such returns is denied, and they arr punish- 
ed as breaches of the peace, while the right of abu- 
sing seems to remain in full force ; the Inws mnde a* 
gainst it being rendered ineffectual by the liberty of 
the press. 

My proposal then is, to leave the liberty of the 
press untvmched. to be exercised in its fulTcxtent, 
force, and vigour, but to permit the lilierty of the 
cudgel to go with \t, pam passu. Thus, my fellow- 
citizens, if an impudent writer attacks your repu- 
tation — dearer perhaps to you than your life, and 
puts his name to the charge . y(Hi may go to him as 
openly, and break his head. If he conceals himtf^lf 
behind the printer, and you can nevertheless discover 
who he is, you may, in like manner, waylay hioi in 
themi^ht, attack him l)€bind. and give him a good 
drubbmg. If your adversary hires better writers than 
himself to abuse you more effectually, you mtiy hire 
as many porters, stronger than yourself, to assist yon 
in giving him^ a mere effectual drubbing. Thus Ar 
goes ray project as to private resentment and retri- 
DUtion. But if the public should ever ha^i^ixvW^ \){^ 
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MercbaoicSy servants, farmers, aud so forth, 
Are copif -paper f of inferioii worth ; 
Less priz'd, more useful, for your desk decreed. 
Free to all pens, and prompt at ev'ry ueed. 

The wretch whom av'rice Iiids to pinch and spare*. 
Starve, cheat, and pilfer, to enrich an heir, 
Is coarse btvwn-paper ; such ax pedlers choose 
To wrap up wares, which better men will use. 

Tak« next the miser's contrast, who destroys 
Health, fame, and fortune, in a round of ioys. 
Will any paper mutch him ? Yes, throughout, 
He's a true sinking-paper, past all doubt. 

The retail politician's anxious thouht 
Deems this side always right, and that atark nought; 
He foams with censure : with applause he ravesr^ 
A dupe to rumours, and a tuol of knaves . 
He*II want no type his weakness to proclaim, 
While such a thing as fool cap has a name. 

The Imgly gentleman, whose blood runs high, 
Who picks a quarrel, i^you step awry. 
Who can't a jest, or hint, or look endure; 
What's he ? What ? Touch-Paper to be sore* 

What are our poets, lake them as t)iey fall 
Cood, bud. rich, poor, much read, not read at all 7 
Them and their worki* in the sume class youMl find; 
They are the mere icaste-paper of mankind. 

Observe the maiden, innocently sweet, 
She^sfalr tohUe-paper, an unsullied sheet; • 

On which the happy man, whom fate ordaios. 
May write his name, and take her for his paind. 

One instance n>ore, and only one TU bring, 
Tis the great-man who scprns a little jthiiig. 
Whose thoughts, whose deeds, whose maxims arrf 

his own, 
Form'd on the feelings of his heart a?one : 
True genuine royal-paper is bis breast ; 
Of all the kinds most precieas, ^^Te8\,>)%<b\v 
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VVheu he is seized with the cramp in the leg, the 
method of driving it away is to give to the parts af* 
iVctcd a sudden, vigorouf> and violf^nt shock; which 
he may do in the air, as he 8wimH on his back. 

During the great heats of summer, there is no dan* 
grr in batiiing, however warm we may be, in river «f 
which have been thoroughly warmed by the 9\x\\, 
But to throw one's self into cold spring water, when 
the btidy has been heated by exercise in the sun, is 
an imprudence which mny prove fatal. I once knew 
an infitance of lour young men, who, having woikod 
at harvest in the heal of the duy, with a view of re- 
frcfrej*hing themselves, phmged into a ppring of cold 
water ; two died upon the spot, a third tiie next morn- 
ing, and the fourth reru\ered with preot difiiculty. 
A copious draught of cold water, in hiniilur circnui- 
stnTices, if frrqucnfly attended willi the tome effect 
in IVorih Anicricu. 

The excrciBe of Fwin.ming is one of the most hral- 
thy and agreeable in the world. After having swnm 
for nn hour or two in tiie evening, one sleeps coolly the 
whole night, even during the most ardent heat of 
.summer. Perhaps the pores being cleansed, the in- 
sensible perspiration incren.«>es, and orcaf>ionR this 
coolness. It is certain, that much swimming is the 
means of fitoppinsr a diarrhGCii,nndeven of producing 
a constipation. With respect to thoso who do not 
linowihow to swim, or whonre eflcrtod with ndiarrh(cn 
ut a season which <l(>es not permit them to use that 
exercise, a warm bnlh, by ciean.^ing and purifving 
the skin, is found ^^.ry salntnry. and oitcn elTects u 
radical cure. I spcnk from my own experience, fre- 
quently repeated, and that of others, to whom I Imvo 
recommended this. 

You will not be displeased iff conclude the5e hosty 
remarks by informing you. that ns the «)r(!inary 
m^^thod of swimujing is reduct-d to the not of rowing 
with the arms ^nd leg**, and is consequently a labo- 
rious and fatiguing ojjerotion when the space of water 
to be crossed is considerable ; there is n method in 
wtiich n swimmer mny pass to great distances with 
much facility, by means of a sail. Tliis discovery I 
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^\i. Voa koow tbe cold bath has loog been iu vogue 
bere as a tonic ; but the shock of the cold water hatb 
dlwuys appeared to me, jcrenerally speaking, as too 
violent, and I have found jt much more agreeable to 
my constitution to bathe in another element-— I mean 
Ct)ld air. With this view I rise early ahnost every 
morning, and sit in my chamber without any clothes 
whatever, halfanhouror an hour, according to the 
season, either reading or writing. This practice is 
not in the least painful, but on the contrary, agree- 
able ; and if I return to bed afterwanU, bofore 1 dress 
myself, as ir sometimes happens, I make a supple- 
ment to m^ night's rest of one or two hours of tho 
moat pleasmg sleep that can be imagined. I find no 
ill conBequt^nces whatever resulting from it, and thut 
at least it does not injure mv liealth if it does not in 
fact contribute to its preservation. — I shall therefore 
call it a bracingy or tonic bath. 

Murch 10, 1773. 
I saall not attempt to explain why damp clothes 
occasion coMr, rather than wet ones, because I 
doubt the fact ; I imagine that neither the one nor 
the other contribute to this effect, and tiiut (he causes 
of cold are tota'ly independent of wi*t, and even of 
cold I propose writing a short paper on this sub- 
jrtct thv^ first moment of leisure I have at my dispo- 
sal. In the mean time, T can only say, thaf having 
some suspicions that the common notion, which at- 
tributes t(» cold the property of stopping the pores 
and obstructing persiuration, was ill founded ; 1 en- 
gaffed a young physician, wlio is making some exper- 
iments with Sanctoriiis's balance, to estimate tlio 
different proportians of his perspirniion, when re- 
maining one hour quite naked, and another warmly 
clothc<r — He pursued the experiment in this nllernato 
manner for eight hours successively, and found big 
perspiration almost double during those hours hi 
which he was naked. 
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weather at ^ea, Qod which require particular care 
and attention. 

I have seen an instance of common flies preserved 
in a manner somewhat similar. They nad heea 
drowned in Madeira wine, apparently about the time 
it was bottled in Virginia, to be sent to London. At 
the opening of one of the bottles, at the house of a 
friend where I was, three drowned flies fell into the 
flrat ffiass that was fllled. Having heard it roraarked 
tliat drowned flies were cappable of being revived by 
the rays oftiie sun 1 proposed making the experi- 
ment upon these They were therefore exposed to 
the sun, upon a seivo which had been employed to 
strain thorn out of the wine. In less than three hours, 
two of them by degrees began to recover life. They 
commenced by some couvuTsive motions in the thigs, 
and at leangth they raised themselves upon their less 
wiped their syes with their fore fo.e.t, brat and brush- 
l»f their wings with ths^ir hind feet, and soon after 
de, into fly, find n^ themselves in Old England, 
without knowing »x./V they came thitlier. The third 
continued lifeless until snn-set, ^'hrsn losing all hopes 
of him, he was thrown away. 

I wish it were possible, from this instance, to in- 
vent a method of embalming drowned person? in such 
a manner, that thrsy may be recalled to life at any 
period, however distant ; for having a very ardent 
desire to see and observe the state of America an 
hundred years hence, I should prefer to on ordinary 
death, the being immersed in a cask of Madeira 
wine, with a few friends, untill that time, then to be 
recalled to life by the solar warmth of my dear 
country ; 15at since, in all probability, we live in ati 
age too early, and too near the infancy of science, to 
see such an art brought in our time to its perfection, I 
must, for the present, content myself with the treat 
whici) you are so kind as to promise me, of the rcsur- 
rcction of a fowl or a turkey cock. 
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put it into bottles, without whicb yon cannot expect 
to presenre it nweet. You oUEibt also to carry with 
you fTood tea, ground cuflea, cliocolate, wine of that 
sort wliich yau like t>e(9t, cider, dried raisins, al- 
monds, sti^ar, capilaire, citrons, mm. ee^s dipped in 
oil, poctnbie soup, bread twice baked. With regard 
to poultry, it is ttimust useless to carry any with you 
unless .^ou resolve to undertake the office of feeding 
and fattening them yourself. With the little caro 
which is takrn of them on l>oard a nhip, thev nre al- 
mo><t all sickly, and their flesh is as toush as leather. 

All hbIIois entertain an opinion, which undoubt- 
edly orieinaied formerly from a wsnt of water, and 
wh^n it nus been found necessary to bo Bpttring of it, 
ihnt poultry never knew when Ibey had drank 
enough, and that when water is* ^iven them nt dis- 
cretion, they generally kill themselves b;^ drinking 
beyond measure. In consequence uf this opinion, 
they frive thtm water only once in two days, ana 
even then in suiall quantities ; but as they pour this 
wuter into troughs inclining on one side, which occa* 
sions it to run to the lower part, it thence happens 
that they are obliged to mount one upon the back of 
another in order to reach it; snd there are some 
wiiicb cannot even dip their beaks in it. Thus iron- 
tinually tantalized and tormented by thirst, they are 
unuhli* to di«r<'st I heir food, which is very dry, and 
they soon fall sick and die. Some of them are fount! 
thus every morning, and are thrown into the sen; 
while those which are killed for the toble arc scarcely 
lit to be eaten To remedy this inronveni*?nce, it will 
be necessary to divide their troughs into small rom- 

Iiartmerits, m sush a manner that each of them may 
>e cspablo of containing water, hut this i« seldom or 
never done. On this account, sheep and hogs are to be 
considered as the best fresh provisions that one cau 
have at sea ; mutton there, being in general ^/ery good^ 
and pork excellent. 

It may happen that some of the proviaions anJL 
stores, which I have recommended, mvi';} Vk^cKi.xGi^ 
alnr«oflt useless, by the care w\\\c\\ \\\e t*.v\^xi V»»» 
taken to }ay in a proper stock ; bvil \t^ %>ac.Vi %. ^* 
foa maj dispose of it to relies \be ^oot p^«a»^% 



hZt, ® greatest need U 
fliere uTf '"•''«fffe««We thin. 

hash, &c Afi^^nii ^*'^*^P°'"« s'^^ 
bad piece of f.,rrtar."'T "^'^'''^ 
a piece of multon 'or poVk^"' jr ^^ 
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coBsequently forms excellent nourishment, much su- 
perlor to that of biscuil, which has not been fer- 
mented. 

I must here ohaervei that this double-baked bread 
was originally the real biscuit prepared to keep at 
sea ; for the word biscuUf in French, signifies twice 
baked.* Peas often boil badly, and do not become 
soft; in such a case, by puttinr a two -pound shot, 
into, the kettle, the rolling of the vessel, by mean* 
of this bullet, will convert the peas into a porridge, 
like mustard. 

Having often seen soup, when put upon the table 
at sea in -broad flat dishes, -thrown out on every side 
by the rolling of the vessel, I have wished that our 
tin-men would make oyr sotip-hasins with divisions 
or compartments ; forming small plates, proper for 
containing soup for one person -only. By this dis- 
position, the soup, in an extraordinary roll, would 
not be thrown out of the plate, and would not fall 
into the breasts of those who are at table, and scald 
them. Having entertained you with these things of 
little importance, permit me now to conclude with 
some general reflections upon navigation. 

When navigation is employed only for transport- 
ing necessary provisions from one country, where 
they abound, to another where they are wanting: 
when by this it prevents famines, which were so 
frequent and -so fatal before it was invented and be- 
came so common ; we cannot help considering it as 
one of those arts which contribute most to the hap- 
piness of mankind. But when it is employed to 
transport things of no utility, or articles of luxury, it 
is then uncertain whether the advantages resulting 
from it are sufBcient to counterbalance the misfor- 
tunes it occasioned by exposing the lives of so many 
individuals upon the vast ocean. And when it iH 
used to plunder vessels and transport slaved, it is 
evidently on I v the dreadful means otincrcasiug those 
calamities which afflict human nature. 

One is astonished to think on the number of ves- 
sels and men who are daily exposed in going to bring 

* It to derived from ** bis" again, «< euit** baked. 

I 
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toa from China, coffee from Arabia, and ao^ptr tnd 
tobacco from America; all coinmodilieii whieh our 
ancestors lived very well without. The sugar trade 
employs nearly a thounand ressels: ^and that of 
tobacco almost the sanne number. With reg^ard to 
the utility of tobacco, little can be said; and, with 
regard to sufcar, how much more meritorious would 
it be to sacrifice the momentary pleasure which we 
receive from drinking it once or twice a day in our 
tea, than to encourage the numberless cruelties that 
are continually exercised in order to procurea it for 
us? 

A celebrated French moralist sntd, that, when he 
considered the wars which we foment in Africa to 
get negroes, the great number who of course perish 
in these wars; the multitude of those wretches who 
die on their passage, by disease, bad air, and iMid 
provisions; and, lastly, how many perish by the 
cruel treatment they meet with in a state of slavery ; 
when he saw a bit of sugar, he could not help ima* 
gining it covered with spots of human blood. But^ 
nad he added to these considerations the wars which 
wo carry on against one another, to take and retake 
the islands that produce this commodity, he would 
not have seen the sugar simply spotted with bloody 
he would have beheld it entirely tinged with it. 

These wars make the maritime powers of Europe, 
and the inhabitants of Paris and London, pay much 
dearer for their sugar than those of Vienna, though 
they are almost three hundred leagues distant from 
the sea. A pound of su^ar, indeed, coats the 
former not only the price winch they give fur it, but 
also what they pay in taxes, necessary to support 
the fleets and armies which serve to defend and pro« 
tect the countries that produce it. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient and 

Very humble senrant, 

Q. FRANKLIN. 
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ON LUXURY, IDLENESS, ANI> 
INDUSTRY. 

From a Letter to Benjamin Vaughan,. Etq*^ 
viriiien in 1784. 

It is wonderful how prepoBterously the afiaira of 
this world are managed. Naturally one would ima- 
gine that the interest of a few individuals should give 
way to general interest : but incTividuals manage their 
afiairs with so much more application, indastry, and 
address, than the public do theirs, that general inte- 
rest most commonly gives way to particular. We as*- 
semble parliaments and councils, to have the benefit 
of their collected wisdom ; but we necessarily have, 
at the same time^ the inconvenience of their collectea 

Eassions, prejudices, and private interests. By the 
elp of these, artful men overpower their wisdom, 
anu dupe its possessors; and if we may judge by the 
acts, arrests, and edicts, all the world over, lor rega- 
iatiug commerce, an assembly of great men is the 
greatest fool upon earth. 

I have not yet, indeed, thought of a remedy for 
luxury. I am not sure that in a great state it is ca* 
pable of a remedy ;^ nor that the evil is in itself al- 
ways so great as is represented. Suppose we in- 
clude the definition of luxury all unnecessary expense, 
and then let us consider whether laws to prevent 
such expense are possible to be executed in a great 
country, and whetner, if they could be executed, our 

(eople generally would be happier, or even richer. 
B not the hope of being one day able to purchase and 
enjoy luxuries, a great spur to labour and industry T 
May not luxurj^ therefore, produce more than it 
consumes, if, witnout such a spur, people would be. 
as they are naturally enough inclined to be, lazy ana 
indolent. To this purpose I remember a circum- 

* Member of parliament for the borough of Caiae, in 
Wiltshire, between whom and our author there niJhaMiMi^ ^ 
very dose flrieadibip. 
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•TRonic nankinJ eiceeda Ibe qaiDtitv of idlineiB ini) 
foil;. Hsiic« Ihe increase of good buUdings, rsrina 
ciillirafed, ami populuns citieg filled witli witallh, 
all over Europe, whicli a Tew aget Hince wae onlj 
to be rauBd an iha cuast of ilia Modil^rranMn ; and 
this nolirMiataodisg the mad wars conlimtnlly lag- 
inj, by which are often ilaairojeii in one year, Ibe 
•rorka ef niaay jeara paaaa. So ihat •re may hope, 
tbs luiarr ot ■ few maroliBina on ihe cnasl will not 
b* Iha niin of America. 

One redectioii more, and I will end lliia lone ram- 
bling letter. Almoat all ihe parts i>r oar bndiea re- 
■«|uir« gome eipcnn. The feet demsndi ehoea; tbe 
iegt.Mtixkinga; the rest of ihe body, eioihin^: ud 
the belly n (rood deal of Tictusls. Our eyen. Ihounh 

impur Mir finances. Bat the eyes oi urher people 
■re the eyes >thBt luin us. If all but tnyselr wcra 
tilind^ I should waiU neilhei fine clothes, fine hoiMM, 



ON THE SLATE TRADE. 

ItlAEiINO in the newspapSTB the speech of Mr. 
Jackson in csoitreBB, aralnst meddline with (he atbir 
of sktery, or allempiinc lo mend the condition of 

Ibrahim, a member of the diTan of Alciera, whicli 
maybe eeeai. Harlin's acconnt of his consulablp, 
1687. It waa against granting ihe petition of the leU 
called Enta, or PuruU. who prayed for the aboli- 
lion of piracy and slarery, as beiuB unjust— Mr. 
Jackson does not quoto it ; perhaps he has noi »ean 
It. If, therefors, Dome of iIh rmmningg are la b* 
found in hia eloquent ■peech, it may not only thow 
<W bub's jaMnaii ofjarats, and Br* oparatad nn 
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CDinuinn InlKiiira of atir dry, on<1 of our taim. 
Uuat «-e not then be nur own rIuvbs T And !■ 
Dol mnre comnneKlon an,l muri: firour ilua i 
HuBButman timn la Tlm.n Christian ilaEi 1— Wa 
now nbuo iAy iLiouHand bIuvi'9 in anil near A1| 
This nnnilHT, if not kc-pl up bv freBh giiiinlHia 

Iben, we cr.Bfi: taking anil pbiniicrine Ibe inl 
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when not compelled. — And.wlBt ii there w pitiable 
in their present condition T Were they not slavei in 
their own countries? Are not Spain, Portugal 
France, and tho Italian states, governed by despots, 
who hold all their subjects in slavery, without ex- 
ception 1 Even England treats her sailors as slaves : 
for they are, whenever the government pleases, seiz- 
ed and confined in ships of war, condemned not only 
to work, but to fight for small wages, or a mere sub- 
sistenco, not better than our slaves are allowed by 
us. Is their condition then made worset4>y their fall- 
ing into our hands 7 No : they have only exchanged 
one slavery for another ; and I may say a better : for 
here they are brought into a land where the sun of 
Islamism gives forth its light, and shines in full 
splendour, and they have an opportunity of making 
themselves acquainted with the true doctrine, and 
thereby save tneir immortal souls. Those wtio re- 
main at home have not that happiness. Sending the 
slaves home, then, would be sending them out of 
light into darkness. 

''I repeat the question, what is to be done with 
thein ? 1 have heard it suggested, that they may be 

f planted in the wilderness, where there is plenty of 
and for them to subsist on, and where they may 
flourish as a free state. — But they are, I doubt, too 
little disposed to labour without compulsion, as well 
as too ignorant to establish good government ; and 
the wild Arabs would soon molest and destroy, or 
again enslave them. While seiving us, we take care 
to provide them with every thing; and they are 
treated with humanity. The labourers in their own 
countries are, as I am informed, worse fed, lodged, 
and clothed. The condition of most of thera, is 
therefore already mended, and rec^uires no further 
improvernent. Here their lives are in safety. Thej 
are not liable to be impressed for soldiers, and forceia 
to cut one another's Christian throats, as in the wars 
of their own countries. If some of the religious mad 
bigots who now tease us with their silly petit >on8,have, 
in a fit of blind zeal, freed their slaves, it was not gene- 
rosity, it was not humanity, that moved them to the 
action : it was from the conscious burden of itfload qC 

12 
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Bins, and hope, from tfe f opposed merit! of m good t 
work, to be excuned from damnation. — How grossly 
are thev mistaken, in imagining slavery to he disa- 
vowed by the Alcoran! Are not the two preeeptif 
to quote no more, ' Masters, treat your slaTes with 
kindness — Slaves, serve your masters with cheeHbl- 
ness and fidelity,' clear proofs to the contrary T Nor 
can the plundering of infidels be in that sacred book 
forbidden ; since it is well known from it, that God 
has ^iven the world, and all that it containa, to bis 
faithful Mussel men, who are to enfoy it, of right, as 
fast as they conquer it. Let us then hear no more 
of this detestable proposition, the manumission of 
Christian slaves, the adoption of which woald, by 
depreciating our lands and houses, and tberdbjr do> 
priving so manv'^ood citizens of their propertiM, 
create universal disipontent, and provoke ioaurrec- 
tions, to the endangering of government, and produc- 
ing general confusion. I have, therefore, no donlrf, 
tlmt tliis wise council will prefer the comfort and 
happinsRs of a whole nation of true believers, to the 
whim of a few Erikn, and dismiss their petition." 

The result was, as Martin tells us, that the Divan 
came to this resolution : ** That the doctrine, that 
the plunderinfT and enslaving the Christians is unjust, 
is Qt best problematical : but that it^ is the interest 
of this state to continue the practice is clear : there- 
fore let the petition be rejected." — And it was re- 
jected accordingly. 

And Fince like motives are ant to produce, in the 
minds of men, like opinions ana resolutions, may we 
not venture to predict, from this account, that the 
petitions to the parliament of England for abolishing 
the slave trade, to say nothing of other legislatures, 
and the debates upoa them, will have a similar con- 
clusion. 

HISTORICUS. 

March 23, 1790. 
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OBSERVATIOHS ON WAR. 

. Bv Iha otSglnal lair> of nationi, vtt tnd eittrTi&- 
(ion wers tbe punishment of injury. Humanizing bj 
degrsBB, it admillad iilaier; iniiead of death; a Tar- 
ther Bisp wHii, Ihe eiclianga at pritansrB inelead ot 

Sc!Ju'i™J"jomiJiiIin."'why "aL'uld not 'itiU^'lBW 'of 

tween ils Bererol steps ; but aa knawleilga of iale ilf 

ened 1 Why »lioul/;t not be agreBd to, as the fuluta 
law ofnalione, Ihar in any war hereafter, the follow- 
ing deeeriptioD of men shnuli! be undiaturbed, hevs 
the protection of bolli sides, and be permilled lo fol- 
low Iheir eraploymeniB in aecuriiy I vii. 

1. Culilraiota of the earth, became they labour for 



II is hardly necessary to add. that thn hospilals 
of enemies should ha unmolEBted— ihey ouRhi lo be 

Tal, Ihal the occasions of war. anil "lho''^niiic"men» 
to it, should be diminished, If rapine be aboiisbed, 

and peace therefore mare likely la continue and b* 
Luting. 

The practice of rabbin^ merchants on the high aeai 
— a remnant of Ihe ancient piracy— thourh it may ba 
aocidenlally beneficial lo particular persons, ia far 
fram beinji; profitable lo all eiieajtrd m it, or to lb* 
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tad mur otJieM Is do the hdu. &m '^ 
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press captains, lieutenants, second lieutenants, mid- 
shipmen, pursers, nor many other officers. Whj, 
but that tne profits of their places, or the emolu- 
ments expected, are sufficient inducements 1 The 
business then is, to find money, by impressing suffi- 
cient to make, the sailors all volunteers, as well as 
their officers ; and this without any fresh burden 
«ipon tratle. ,The second of my^ premises is, tliat 
twenty-fiv« shillings a month, with his share of the 
salt beef, pork, and peas-pudding, being found 
sufficient for the «4ibsi8{ence of a hard>working sea- 
man, it will certaii>i4v be so for a sedentary scholar or 
gentleman. I would then propose to form a treasury, 
out of which encouragements to seamen ebould be 
paid. To fill this treasury, I would impress a num- 
ber of civil officers, who at present have great sala- 
ries, oblige them to serve in their reepective offices 
for twenty 'five shillings a month with their share of 
mess pro^-isions, and throw the rest of their salaries 
into the seamen's treasury. If such a press warrant 
were given me to execute, the first I would press 
8lK)uld be a Recorder of Bristol, or a Mr. Justice 
Foster, because I might have need of his edifying 
example, to ?how how much impressing ought to be 
borne with ; for he would certainly find, that thoush 
to be reduced to twenty-five shilhngs a month might 
be a ** private mi'ichief,', yet that, agreeably to his 
maxim of law nnd gocid policy, it " ought to be borne 
vith ftatience," fur preventing a national calamity. 
Then I would press the rest of the judges ; and, 
opening the red book, I would press every civil officer 
of government from 50/. a year salary up to 50,000£. 
which would throw nn immense sum mto our treasu- 
rv ; ond these gentlemen could n»Jt complain, since 
tnev would receive twenty-five shillings a month, 
nnd their rations : and this without being obliged to 
fight. Lastly, 1 think 1 would impress * * * 
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'Jomin Vaughan, Elq. 

March, 14, 17: 
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true gronnde and reasons of all capital puniabmeiill 
whalBoerer. namely, Ihat every man's properly, ■■ 
wpII aa hia life, mo^ he held eacred and inviolate." 

and life 1 If I think ii r"ighl"hal"he crrma"oFm^r 
should be punishfd wiih death, not only ■■ an equ«l 
puniahment of the crime, but to prarent other lOBr- 
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" L'atrocite del loii cd cmpdcfae Texecntion. 
"Loriqiie la peine eat sua* meture, on «(i9n- 

Tent oblige de lui preferer rimpunite. 

"L> caniedelous lesreUctaemep* vient ile t'iai- 

pnnite cin crime), el non dc la moderalion det 

It is laid h; ihoae who Itaov Enrope ganerall]', 
that lliere are inure IheFls commilled and piinlnheil 
annually in England, ihin in all Ibe oilier naliona 

May nol une lie llie <leficiBDcj of juBiice and morali- 



opprcaeirt 



;?;■ 



unjua 



o>ir neiiclibaura f View iJie long Hrsiated in, uiijuti, 
monopolizing ireaiiiienT of IwlHnd, at langlh acknow- 
ledged ! View Ilin plundering eavernment exerciaed 
by our merchants in the Indies i the confiscating 
war made upon tlie AinrricoQ colaiies; and, to say 
nothing of those npfin France and Bpain, view (he 
late war upon Hollnnd, wiiich wai seen hy itnpar- 
lial Eurc^ in no otht^r light than that of a vrar oT 



eaay pray being iti 

neigbour ciliirm. A ...j- -^ - _ „ 

robber when he phindere in a j^ang, aa whan single ; 

fang. After employing your people in rubbing the 

^d™b 



neiglibour n 
hindertfnr'-- 



Dutch, „ , , - _ . 

ploy by peace, they atill continue robbing, 
Me another t PUattrir, as the Frrnch cairii, ur 
raleering, is the univrrBnl bent oTthe Eneliah nai 
Kt home and abroad, wlierever settled. No leas i 



tloned in the Inat war! These were fitted out by 
(nerchants, to prev upon other raerchanta, who had 
aever dona tliem any injury. Is there probably any 

lo ready ID rob ihp niPrelinnta of Araslardam, tba\ 
would oot H readily plundci anoVbei IjOO&on vi«- 
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Cham, or the next »r»T, ir he could do i( nitb itia 
mme impuniiyl Tha atidity, llie aliail apptUtn \> 
tbunanie^ it i« the foiir ■lonn uf 1l)e ralfowa tllM 
■ukc-a ihe ilifl-orenae. How tl>i-n can ■ nslioti, wbicb 
■ncmg Ike huniittdal >•( ila peuple, huH so nu^ 
Ihieiea by intlimiion. anj whoss guvernment iv 
coiimgcd and ctunmiBsioned nu lees lliao seieit Imp 
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ouB man is n nunker. The Scotch prstta£ 
1 wer« rnrmi-rly aa lander; for Ihere ]< US 



.burgh, mnde Boon gftiir ll.e Rerorfcation, " hrrhiddta 
tbe r'Tcfaasa orpriEa^uodi!, under pain onoRlfiettl 
ffeedom of the \a,K\< fir ever, With other punlfr 
nients ai ilie will of (hv mnginlralc ; the pracliw H 
mohine priEen being cnotmryto Eond cimscience, uj 
the rule of IccBlinR Chri^llan brethren ai we worid 
be (rented; nnd euch pmiiln arc net to be leli if 
anij godlu mon vithia lliii burgh." The nca A 
IhBH BoJiy men in acuiiund nre (inibsbly Mtinet, K 
llioirjifinciplea olmnilimfd. sincH, oe ti\r as that Im- 
tiun nait a hand in proiniiitne the war againel ibi 
colunies, pri/.ea and cunfinuniioiia are balioirej le 

7i''hBrbBen''"for"o™ Time a Eenernlly-reei!- ' 
ojilDian, ihnt.a oaMvy nwa it sol lo iojKiin wse 



B juitoTlinjuiI ; he is to Mecula hii orien, 
ces, who sre dienoHed lo becnme ITranti, 
-obBlily approie oriliia niilmon, anil ba vil> 
'■Ubltah It ; bui iii ii nut a dangerous nne T 
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ihf y hare rnupfal ijv their own eumple. 
high rimn fur Ihe aulie at Jiumnnity, that a 
^re put in this enoririly. Tbe Uniiad Sialea 
[iva, ihouch lielitr xitualed tlien any Euru- 
nntian lo rnalie pmlit by jirirarr'^rinK (murt 
rade with Curupe with (he Weet Indin, piai- 
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D order ; Bnd huir different from the mode ol' 
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K suffered 10 Sniahil! 
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exact. He that would 8p«ak, rises. The rest ob 
serve a profound silence. When he has finished, 
and sits down, they leave him fire or six minutes to 
recollect, that if he noa omitted any thine he intended 
to say, or has an/ thing to add, he may rise again and 
deliver it. To mtorrupt another, even, in common 
conversation, is reckoned highly indecent. How 
different this is from the conduct of a polite British 
House of Commons, where scarce a day passes without 
some confusion, that makes the speaker hoarse In 
calling to order : and how different from the mode of 
conversation, in many polite companies of Europe, 
where if you do not deliver ^our sentences with 
great rapidity, you are cut off m the middle of it hy 
the impatient loquacity of those you converse with, 
and never siiflTered to finish it ! 

The politeness of these savages in conversation is 
indeed carried to excess ; since it does not permit 
them to contradict or deny the truth of what is as- 
serted in their presence. By this means they, in- 
deed, avoid disputes ; but then it becomes difficult to 
know their minds, or what impression you make 
upon them. l*be missionaries, who have attempted 
to convert them to Christianity, all complain of this 
as one of the great difficulties of their mission. The 
Indians hear with patience the truths of the gospel 
explained to them, and give their usual tokens of 
assent and approbation : you would think they were 
convinced. No such matter — Vt is mere civility. 
£. A Swedish minister having assembled the chiefs 
V of the Susquehannah Indians, made a sermon to 
I,/ them, acquainting thetn with the principal historidal 
^ facts on whioh our religion is founded : such as the 
y^ fall of our first parents by eating an apple ; the com- 
jf^ ing of Christ to repair the mischief; his miracles and 
yQ. Bufferings, dte. — When he had finished, an Indian 
jg orator stood up to thank him. ** What you have told 

im* ^^»" ^^y^ ^^* " ^ ^^^ ^^^y S^^' ^^ ^^ indeed bad to 
I of eat apples. It is better to make them all into cider. 
,|-,.- We are much obliged to your kindness in cominr so 
cb,' far to tell us thoae things which you have heard from 



,,jf; 



will lell jou a 



... _ „ i., . « li**! only the Setb 

of auim&ls tu tubuBton: ind if their hvnling wu 
Uti»ijiw.eBaf(il, iliej were nsitiae- Two of our fouig 
hunteta bnvinf; killed a litft, made s tire in ihe wootl 
to brail nnM pnils oT il- \V\xea lliiy ire[« aboot l« 
misf; Iheir bungar, they bcbsld a beaulirul jaanf 
■TDiitaii dtwceni) I'rum Ihe ciouift, and seat bcrssit on 



isr with rhe fijngiie; she wna pleased with t\ 
of it, and said, ' Vmic kindnesi shull be reu-araaa. 
Come to ihia placa after iliirioen moooa, nnd jai 
ahall fiud eonwihing ihal will ha of great heaeSl a 
nouriAid" you and your uliildren to iho laleiu ms- 
rMiana. They liid eo, ojid lo Ibeir aurpiiie, Ennd 
plantg th«; had never aeen LeTure ; but which, fitm 

Where ' ^^ 
uund, they foiin 
wbere ber leli hand louiOiPd it, lliey Ibuad kidtM^ 
Ivana 1 and where. her baeksiile hail sat on it, iltfT 
found tobacco." Tim good misiiunar}' , diaguHM 
with thia idle lale, saiil, " WhiU I delicored tu Jiui 
irere ucred trutha: but what you tell ma 16 iBn 
Rible. Sclioa and fahiehaod." The Indian oDWsl 
replied, " My brother, it acemi your fticndR bansit 
done yuu jiulice la your education ; they havg <|M 
Well iiiHlrucled you fu the [uleg of cumiuuB eiriUI}, 
Yuu aaw that wa, nlio underBiAiiH uid praclJDC thim 
rules, boliuved all yoar blorica, why da you leAias HI 

When any of tliein ootne iiUo our lowna, our |ts» 
pla are apt to crowd round ibem, k'^^ upun tneBi 
and itinoinmode tbem where they doaire lota prioll' 
this Ihet esteem great rUileneae, and the t&mt of ibt 
want or instruction in the rul«a of civility anU gODJ 
inanaeM. " Wa have," say they, "■■ much einlt 
oaii V aa you, and when you come iota oat towi^, M 
iriah for D|ipt)rluniticsurloufcin); at you; butiiir llu< 
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purpose we hide behind busheei, where you are to pasis^ 
and never intrude ourselves into your company." 

Their manner of entering one another's villogrs 
has likewise its rules. Ii is reckoned uncivil in tra- 
velling strangers to enter a village abruptly, with- 
out giving notice of their approach. Therefore, as 
lioon as the^ arrive within hearing, they etop and 
halloo, remaming there till invited to enter. Two 
old men usually come out to invite and lead them in. 
There it in every village a vacant dwelling, ealled the 
stranger's house. Here they are placed, while the 
eld men go rouud from hut to hut, acquainting the 
inhabitants that strangers are arrived, who are pro- 
bably hungry and weary, and every one sends them 
what he can spare of victuals, and skins to repose on. 
When the strangers are refreshed, pipes and tobacco 
are brought : and then, but not before, conversatiuu 
begins, with inquiries who thev arc, whillier bound,^ 
Tvhat news, &c. and it usually ends with offers of 
service, if the strangers have occasion for guides, or 
any necessaries for continuing their journey; and 
nothing is exacted for tlie entertainment. 

The same hospitality, esteemed among them as n 
principal virtue, is practised by private persons ; of ' 
which Conrad Weiser, our interpreter, gave me the 
followiAg instance. lie had been naturalized among 
the Six Nations, and spoke well the Mohuek lan- 
guage. In going through the Indian country, to car- 
XT a message from our governor to the council at 
Onondaga, be called at the habitation of Canasse- 
tego, an old acquaintance, who embraceil him, spread 
furs for him to sit on, ploceil iK^fore him some boiled 
lieans and venison, anu mixed some rum and water 
for his drink. When he wus well refreshed, and had 
lit his pipe, Canassetego began to converse with him : 
ftsked bun how he had fared the many years since 
they bad seen eaeh other, whence he then came, what 
oecasioned the journey, &c. Conrad answered all 
hia Questions ; and when the discourse began to flag, 
the Indian, to continue it, said, *' Conrad, you have 
lived long among the white people, and know some* 
thing of their customs ; I have been sometimes at 
Albany, and have ob^rved that once la ««<««fi ^^i^ 
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they shut up their shopSi and MMmble all 

Sreat house; tell p»e what it is for? ' What i 
o there ?*' ** They meet there," says Conri 
hear and learn gootl things ?'' *' I do not doubt 
the Indian, *' that they tell yon so, thev ha 
me the sanie : bat 1 doubt the truth oF-whi 
say, and I -will teli yon my reasons. I went h 
AftoLnj, to sell my skins and buy blAnketa, 
powder, rum, &c. Yuu knowlusod geaei 
deal with Hans Hanson ; but I was a little i 
this time to try some other merchants. Ho^ 
called first upon Hans, and asked him what hi 
^tvo for beaver. He said ho could not giro mo 
lour shillings a pound : but, says he, I.cann 
on business now : this is the day when we i 
gether to learn good things, and I am going t 
ing. So I tliought to myself, sinco I cannot 
business to-day, I may as well go to the meet 
and I went with him. Tliere stood up a 
black, and began to talk to the people very i 
I did not understand what he said : but, pai 
that he looked much at me, and at Hanson, I : 
cd he was angry at seeing me tlicro ; so I w< 
sat down near the house, struck fire and lit n 
waiting till the meeting should break up. I l 
too, that the man had mentioned something of 
I suspected it might he the suhjcct of their a 
So, when they como out, 1 accosted ray me 
•' VVell, Hans,' says I, 1 1 hope you have af j 
give more than four shillings a pound.' ' No 
he, * I cannot give so much ; I cannot give mo 
three shillings and sixpence.' I (hen spoke 1 
ral other dealers, but thev all sung the sara 
three and six pence, tfirce and six pence, 
made it clear to me that my suspicion was rigj 
that, whatever ihey pretended of meeting t< 
good things, the real purpose was to consult 
cheat Indians in the price of beaver. Considc 
little, Conrad, and you must be of my opini 
meet so often to learn good things tney 
certainly have learned sonio before this time 
they are still ignorant. You know our practi 
M white man, in travelling through our evanti 



ESSAYS, ^isa 

s of iiiir cabins, we all treat li'im i> I lio ynii ; 
' him ir he ii ivpt, we irirm liim ir he is colJ, 
'e him moat and drink, thai he mav allaf hi> ' 
ud hunger ; und we spread aoft fun for Ii'im 
•nd aleegi on : we demand nutbing in return.* 
I fo into B nhiic man's Jiouse d( Albany, and 

Ticluals and ilrinh, ihKV taj. Where is jour 
t and if I hnve none, ibey nay. Gel out, you 

dog. You see Ibnt they liaie not IcurnRd 
( that we need nu meetinfES to 
lUBe our maibere tau^lil them 
■p — > -ois vu.Jdren ; and iheiefore ii If im- 
B Iheir nicerjnf:s ehould be, as Diey coy, for 
oh purpose, or hare any eucb effect ; they are 
> QonlriTB Ihe clieating ef /adians inlhc price 



e M/KHill 
:M ill, I 



10 Ihii day the rpiGnini virlus oT Ibe wild Ai 
, (M. iaihnnUtioDurEiivoiDgo and ililp-wi 
jland of Hdili, laj-B, " The boriiarDiii people abo 



TO MR. DUBOUiU}i 

Ci^^CEttSrillO THB DISSERTIONI BETWIK 

▲ND AUXRICA. 

Londofif OeUk 

1 SEE, wilb pleasurft, ihftt we think 
alike on tlie subjects of Enfflish Amerk 
colonics have never insisted that we oi 
empt from contributing to the common 
cessarj to support the prosperilv of tin 
only assert, tnat having parliame.nta of 
not having representatives in that of Grei 
parliaments are the only judges of wh« 
what we ought to contribute in tliis c« 
the English parliament has no right to 
«ey without our consent. In fact, the I 
is not a single state; it com))rohenfl 
though the parliament of Great Britain 
to itself the power of taxing the colon 
more right to do so, than it has tu lax I 
have the same king, but not tlie same l> 
The dispute between the two count rif 
lost England many millions 8terlin<r, wl 
in its commerce, and America has in 
been a proportionable gainer. This c( 
sisted principally of superfluities; objc 
and fashion, which we can well do wjtl 
resolution we have formed of importin 
our grievances are redressed, has cna 
our infant manufacturers to take roo 
not be easy to make our people abandc 
ture, even should a connexion more 
over succeed the present troubles. — I 
no doubt that the parliament of Knglai 
abandon itft j^resent preienFions, and h 
peaceable enjoyment of our rights and 

B. FI 



:>f great norl of mHrihinJ lo food guwcrn- 
cb, ihal he believed ihnt if an aR°el from 
to lirirj down a cnni-riiiition (bmed 



mieht nul liave ii 
Die fiiieriineni 
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JupreniF Ddns had been pU 
ij[le familT, ' " 



I a ?rt>ai.p«n|ile; and >ii 
ondage by innny mittc 
MospB, he personnllj ■ 



d {nai il ie ttierefDre catkd by political 
jcracy) could nnl \ie carriail intg excca- 



would liove iliougbi, thai the ip^Dinlnwntor 
ho bad dieiiaguiabed ibeDiaelve* in procuriaj; 
Try of (heir nslion, and had Incardail their 

openly opposinf I lie will of » powerful m 
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a grateful i)eop1e ; and that a con^tution fra 
them bj the Deity himself, mieht on that 
hare been Fccure of an unireraaT welcome rm 
Yet there were, in every one of the thirteei 
some diBcontented, restless wirits, who were < 
ally excitins them to reject the proposed new 
ment; and this from various motives. 

Many still retained an affection for Egypt, 1 
of their nativity ; and these, whenever they 
Inconvenience or hardship, through the nati: 
unavoidable effect of their change of situati 
claimed against their leaders as the authors 
trouble ; nnd were not only for returning into 
but for stoning their deliverers.* Those ino 
idolatry were displeased that their golden c 
destroyed. Manv of the chiefs thought the n 
stitution might bo injurious to their particul 
rests, that the profitable places would be ei 
by the families and friends of Moses and Aar 
others equally well boni excluded.! — In Jc 
and tiie Talmud, we lears some particulars, 
fully narrated in the Scripture. We are the 
"that Korah was ambitious of the priesthoc 
offended that it was conferred on Aaron; ai 
a? he said, by the authority of Muses only, 
i'le consent of the people. He accused Moses 
'^'^Sf by various artifices, fraudulently obtai 
s^ovcrnment. and deprived the people of thei 
1 ies ; and or conspiring with Aaron to perpeti 
tyranny in their family. Thus, though Kora 
motive was the supplanting of Aaron, he pe: 
the people that he meant only the public ga 
they, moved by his insinuations, began to crj 
' Let us maintain the common liberty of our 
live tribes ; we have freed ourselves from the 

* Nuiubers, chap. xiv. 

t Number*, chap. xvi. vor. 8. " And thoy gather 
selves together aninst Moses and against Aaron, 
unto tkem, Ye talus too much upon you, seeing all 
grogatioQ are holy, every one of them,— wherefore 
ye up yourselves above tJie congregation V 
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of llie pall-iai^t and Aaron they accused of pookal- 
ing much of ibe sold uf which tut pretended lo haia 
made a inulion caTf. neeides peciilaiion, they charg- 
ed Moaae willi ambition ; to gratify whicb pDision, 
ho had, tliey aajd, deceived the people, by promiaiag 

insieaifof duinc which, he had brought them from 
auEh a land; and thai bo thought light of all this 
■niachief, provided Ija could inske bimaelf an abso- 
lute prJnce.U That la support the new dignity wilb 
■pUndour in hla faniily, (he partial poll-tax alread; 
levied and given lo Aatoni Has to be followed by a 
general ono,ir which would probably be aupnenled 
from lime to tima, if ha were aufiered to go on pro- 
mulgaiing new laws on pretence of new occaaional 
revelations of Ihe Divine will, till Iheir whole rortunu 
were devoured by Ihal ariatocracy." 



houej, to kill u la tU> wUdemi 
tbyiQir Blelceltavr a prEaci 
i Nimban, chap. lU. 
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To conclude, I bog I may not he understood to infer 
tliat our general convention was divinely inspired 
when it formed the new federal constitution, merely 
because that conslitution has been unreasonably and 
vehemently opposed ; yet I must own, I have so much 
faith in the general government of the world by Pro- 
vidence, that I can hardly conceive a transaction o . 
such momentous importance to the welfare of mil 
lions now existing, and to exist in the posterity of a 
^reat nation, should be suffered to pass without being 
in some degree inilucnced, guided, and governed by 
that omnipotent, omnipresent, and benencent Ruler 
in whom all inferior spirits, live, and move, and have 
their being. 



NAUTICAL AFFAIRS. 



TuouGR Britain beetows more attention to trade 
than any other nation, and though it be the general 
opinion, that the safety of their state depends upon 
her navy alone ; yet if seems not a little extraordinary, 
that most of the great improvements in 8bip-bisildin|^, 
have originated abroad. The best sailing vcsseJe m 
the royal navy have in general been French prizes. 
This, though it may admit of exceptions, cannot be 
upon the whole disputed. 

Nor is Britain entirely inattentive to naval archi- 
tecture ; though it is no where scientifically taught, 
and those who devise improvements have seldom an 
opportunity of bringing them into practice. What a 
pity it is that no contrivance should be adopted, for 
concentrating the knowledge ihat different individu- 
als attain in this art into one common focus, if the 
expression may be admitted. Our endeavours shall 
not be wanting, to collect together, in the best way 
\vo can, the scattered bints that shall occur under this 
head; not doubting but the public will recelN^ vi'vCc^ 
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ftTour ih'a humblB Mlempt 

■ subjecl orsuch ^real nslipnal impoi 

l)r. Franklin, amone Ihc other inqairien Ihi 

engog*'' his allenlion, clurine b Iddb life apeitt - 

uniDlernipi«l nurauil of uaeful improTemeDM, did 
not lei ibiB escape liis notice ; and many Uaefu) hinu, 
lendins to perfrnt ilie art of niiyi(;alion, and to inelio> 
rare [he comliliun o( ■eafarms people, occur in hit 

Imig been n luvoniil? study, ntiil many improrenwDM 
in ihnt brancli have otiijinaled Willi them. Amone 
I he last of ilic Ffpnchinen. who linve made an^caii- 
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16. To affect \ 
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moveable keel, »bi< 
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vn or laken u 
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ba at the Mme linu **i7 aimplfl end extremely eS- 
cacioua. Neceiait]', in this aaw, ae in many other*, 
wee the mother of iavenlioa. He had a amail, flat, 
ill-built best, which waa ao ill constructed as acarcv 



make hia b 



, he immediate 1)1 carrieit into eRect, by filing a bar of 
iron of the depth lie wanted, alone earh aide of tlic 
keel, moving upon hinsua thai aaniitted of being 
moTed in one direction, hul which could not be bent 
back in the oppoaile direction. Thus, liy means of A 
Email chain fixed to each end, Ihoso mDveable keeli 
could be easily lilted up at pleasure : so thai wbeD 
he waa entitring into a harbour or ah oal water, be 
had only tu lift up liis liesli. and the boat was ai 
capable of being iniitiaged there, aa if he hud wanted 
ihcm entirely ; and whan he »ent out to sea, ohera 
there waa depth encocb, by letting ihcin down, the 
lee keel took a firm hold of the water, (while Ibeotlier 
floated lociae,) and gan> auch a ateadineaa to all its 
miivemenia, aa can ecarcely be conceived by those 

Thie gentleman one day carried me out with him 
in bis boat to try it. We made two eiperimenla. At 
eral, with n moderate breeze, when the muvealile 
kaela were kepi up. Ihe boat whan laid as near the 
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POSITIONS TO BE EXAUIN^ID. 

1. All fiKKl, or subaistenoe itom inmkiad, arUea 
frotii Ihe ciirlli or waters. 

2. Necessariri of liSa ihnr era nol too,\e, bikI all 
nilicr cuavenicncas, liiia Ilieir tuIuc CBIimatei) hy 
the prD[H>rtinR of (bod consumed nbi]a we ire tm- 

3. A Binall people wiili a large Isrriioty, may iut- 
siat on ihs prwlucliom of namre, wiili no orhcr la- 
bour Ihan [hat orgaihcrine liie vegeiabJeB and cnich- 
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i. A large people 1 

I'l make it praduce greali^r quanlitii 
Iboj, Buileble III ihe noiuiahuient uf n 

""5!"F™m1liIi" labour ana'ea a grcal 
gelnltla and animal fond, and of ini 
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•'lieu worked into lace, ^et the very cause of ifS 
eiog worth twenty shiUinffs is that, besides th6 
tii-x, it has cost nineteen shillings and sixpence in 
ubsistence to the manufacturer. But the advan* 
^e of manufactures, is, tliat, under their, shape, 
provisions may be 'more easily carried to a foreign 
aorket ; and by their means our traders may more 
•asily cheat strangers. Few, where it is not made, 
^re judges of the value of lace. The -importiMr may 
lemana forty, and perhaps get thirty shillings for 
hat which cost him but twenty. 

13. Finally, there seems to be but three ways for 
I nation to acquire wealth. The first is by war, as 
he Romans did^ in plundering their conquered 
leighbours ; this is robbery.— The second by com- 
Tierce, which is generally eheatine. — The third by 
agriculture, the only honest way, wncrein a man re- 
ceives a real increase of the seed thrown into the 
ground in a kind of continued miracle, wrought by 
the hand of God in his favour, as a reward for his 
innocent life and his virtuous industry. 

B. FRANKLIN. 
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J»A£USI1IA&T ADDRSti TO VSS rU*8T1.TAVtA-A 
HANAC, BVTITLXD, "fOOS SlOHAmU'i Afc* . 
MA1I1.C, FOR THE TRA|l V^BJ* , 

WRITTEN BY DR. FRANKUN. 

1 HAVE heard, that notbiiuf fives an aiitliorao p« 

pleasure as to find his worss rsspaoCfallj ^ootodj 

other learned authors. This pleasure I haTSMldkwB^ 

joyed ; for thouj^h I hare been, if I iRay sty k.wtth« 

Vanity, an eminent author (of AhBtiMfis) avRnel 

now a full quarter of a. century y i&y brotMr-Rqthq 

in the same way (for whal reason I kno^ ttot)' la 

- ever been very sparinf h[itheuFa^plausos; «adi 

I other author has taken the least notice of me t «b tb 

i did not my writings produce mO some solidfrnddki 

i the great deficiency of praise would hare qaltR 4 

couraged me. 

I concluded, at length, that the people wsn t 

best judfj^es of my merit, for they buy my worfe 

and besides, in my rambles, where I amnot pefeo 

ally known, I have frequently heard one or oilier 

f my adages repeated^ with ''as poor Richard ee^ 

I at the end on't. This gare me some satisfeetiont \ 

it showed not only that mpr instructkms wmne ngti 

ed, but discovered likewise some respeet for a|y i 

thority ; and I own, that to encourage the praraeo 

remembering and repeatisg those wise seRteReeaj 

have sometimes quoted myself with great fpraTity; 

Judge then how much i have been gratdM bj ( 

lucident which I am going to relate to you. I He 

pe<l my horse lately where a great number oTpeoi 

were collected at an auction of mercbante* fow 

The hour of sale not bein^ come, they were dtem 

ing on the badness of the times ; aad one of the OM 

pany called to a plain, clean, old mav. wlcliwil 

locks, *' Pray, father Abraham, what thbk ft oTH 

times? Won't these beayy Uses qukt mhi | 
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country ? How Bhnll we ever be able to pay them ? 
What wonld you advise us to ?'' Father Abraham 
stood up, and replied, — " If you have my advice.. 
J '11 give it to you in phort ; ' fur a word to the wise is 
enough ; and many words wont fill a bushel,' as poor 
Richard says." They joined in desiring him to spcoK 
his mind ; and, galhenngroimd him, he proceeded aa 
follows ; 

** Friends fsays he) and neghbours, the taxes ar^ 
indeed very heavy ; and if those laid on by the go- 
^'ternment were the only ones we had to pay, we 
might more easily discharge them : but we have ma- 
ny others, and much more grevious to some of us. 
We are taxed twice as much by our idleness, tbrev 
times as much by our pride, and four times as mucU 
by our folly : and from these taxes the commipsion- 
crs cannot ease or deliver ua, by allowing an abate- 
ment. However, let us b«arken to good advice, and 
something may be done for us ; * God helps them 
that help themselves/ as poor Richard says in his 
Almanac. 

" It would be thought a hard government that 
should tax its people one-tenth part of tlieir time, to 
be employed in its service : but idleness taxes pnany 
of us much more, if we reckon all that is spent in ab- 
solute sloth, or doing of notlring, with that which is 
spent io idle empmyments, or amusements that 
amount to nothing. ^loth, by bringing on diseasep, 
absolutely shortens life. * Sloth, like rust, consumes 
faster than labour wears, while the key often used is 
alwnys bright,' as poor Richard says. * But dost 
thou love life 7 then do not squander time, for that's 



the stuff life is made of/ as poor Richard 8a> s. How 
much more than is recessary do we spend in sleep ! 




poor 
most 
ard says 
where 




what we call time enough, always proves little 
enough.' Let us then up and be doing, and doin^to 
the pulrpose : ao bv diligence *tv^W ^^ ^^ \a»\<i ^^"^^ 




pltiHy. 'Sloihmakn kU (bint* dUiMb. 
•rr)' allena;,' •■ poor BichudMT*; a^l 
riferh Isle muM trot all dtj, kOddMll Hanv 
hia buainsH at nigbti wliile IsBliwa* ir>. 
ilowlj, thai pa>«rtj looa urafUJi' 
in poor lUchardi i*h»adiia, ' 






'■So what signlfioi wnliiog ami ti oping for bcM^ 
limcB 1 We make tbsH tip)«« botlcr if wa beMir nor* 
aalTBa. 'Induairy needi not wisli, os poor RieliBtd 
Bsra: ' Ho Ihat livaa upon 1iopc will Jis niWins,' 
' Ttiers BTfl so Raias withoal poina : then help hHoda, 
nir I hare no land! ; or if rtmve iLoy are Emarllf 
taxed/ and, (a> noor Bicbaril likewise ebserrEBl 
■IlDtlial haih ■ trade huh an pstBtf, and Le thai 
lialh a calliriE hath an offioa of pniGt and bonoui;' 
but then the Irada muat bo workaHat, and lllocalline 
wglirLiUoved, orneither thaeatale nor Iha office will 
eaabia »a lo |iaj our taxaa. IT we nra induaiiioiM 
wc shall neter Blarve : for, ax pour Rich nrd eav<, 
' Al Ihe worktii^-iuan'a house hunsrr looka ia, Lul 
darea nol enler.' Hot will ihe ballifT or tlie eop»la> 
bio PDlpr ; for, ' Induatt; pars dabia, bul fle«pnir ia- 
croaaeih them,' aaya poor Hi third. What ihougli 

Iqit }'au a lagaey T ' Diligence is Iho moDier Dfpwd 
lock,' as poor Richard aava I and ' Cud fiivea all 
things to induatry i llien plough deep whiln aluggaide 

poorUick. Work while it ia"Dilcd''to-dBy'X'f V^ 
know nol how tniicb you may tic hindaradto-mDrroTi' : 
wbicboKkeapaiH'Ricbanlaa?. 'OnniO'day ia north 
mo lo-morruw'a ; and, fcrtticr. ' Have yon aotne- 

aaervanl, would you nni ha aibaniEd ibal a good maa- 
(or ahouldCBlch you idle 1 AnyuulhtinyouranDina)- 
l<>r, be Bsbamed tocalch ro<»^e«>l' idle, aa poorDlok 
Bay*. Whan llior* i* ao nuih lo bs dune (arywinuUl 
,v'aur faniily, andyooTita^owa bim.<w^ ^ yi^at 
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lie lies 



U.B..1,/..., .u.. ...e cal in gluree ntcbei 

dans, &nd porhspi you are weak-hsniied 

it ttMiilj, anil you will tee great eSe^jia , .^.,1.1, 

tiau&l dropping weara sway ■■ones, and by diligent 




And again, 'ILires remorei are u bad » B nn 1 
I again, ' Kaep thv ihop, and thy ibop will kaap 
a :' aail acain, ' Ifyau would hat* youi butioCM 
le, go; itiiai, Btna.' And again, 
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' He that by the plough woeld thrive 
Himself must either hold or driTe.' . ' ; 

• . •■.;* 
■ . -"?* 
And again, ' The eve of the mMtar wiU db iBHE# 
work than both his hands;' and agftiOf 'lINKff 
care does us more damage tbftn w«nt of kaoirlnte-;' 
and again, ' Not to oversee workmen ia Co laawe HMB 
your purse open.' Trusting too oHich to dthifA MM 
is the ruin of many ; for, as the AlmaiMC MUn^ f Ai 
the afTairs of the world, oKn are saved not by;fiM# 
but by the want of it ; but a maoCs own cnn kiim* 
fitable ; for, eaithpoor Dick, ' Leaminri^to^tto Hi 
dioas, and riches to the e'areful, as watt fssMrnrti 
the bold, and heaven to. the virtuous.' ftnit. jkf- 
ther, 'Jfyou would have a fititbiiU servant, Baapm 
that you like, serve youreelf.' And a^in, b«.«lfis- 
eth to circumspection and care, even in ths 



matters, because sometimes, 'A littkk neglect. MF 
breed great mischief;' adding, * For wa|ii -of ft-wi 
the shoe was lost ; for want of a shoe tbe liaffie.mt 
lost ; anil for want of a horse the rider wail Mil;' 
being overtaken and slain by the enemy, nil fw 
of care about a horse-'shoe nail; 

"So much for industry, my friends,, and 

to one's own business ; oiit to these, wn mwrt.iiM 
frugality, if we would make our indus^y to0n99t» 
talnly successful. A man may, ifhsknows'noC.bsir 
to save as he gets. ' keep his nose all-ltfai lilb fb iht 
srindstone, and die not worth a groat at Inst/ A 
tat kitchen makes a lean will,' ns poor, ffciclt* 
says : and, ^ , ..v .; 



' Many estates are spent in^he-ig^ng ; 
Since women fbr tea forsook sphmio^jcnd 
And men for punch forsook oewing ami 



" ' If you would be wenltby , {M^lt h^ 
Almanaa) think of saving, «sw«ll«ni#fi 
Indies have not made Spnin'rioh, 
gon Mr9 greater than bnr innq aa faJ 
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'' Aw&v thdB with your expensive follies, and you 
will not have m^ch cause tacoraplain of hard times, 
heavy taxes, and chargeable families ; for, as poor 
t>iek says, 

' Women and wine, |^me and deceit, 
Make the wealth small, and the want great/ 

*' And, farther, ' What maintains one vice, would 
bring up two children.' You may think, perhaps, 
that a little tea, or a little punch now and tnen, aie^ 
a little more costly, clothes a little finer, and a little 
entertainment now and then, can be no great matter ; 
but remember what poor Richard says, * Many a lit- 
tle makes a mickle ;' and farther, * Beware of littlo 




them.* 

" Here you are all got together at this sale of fine- 
ries and nick>nack8. You call them goods; but if 
you do not take care, they will prove emU to some of 
vou. You expect they will be sold cheap, and per- 
haps they may for less than they cost; but if you 
have no occasion for them, they must be dear to you. 
Remember what poor Richard says, ' Buy what thou 
hast no need of, and ere long thou shalt sell thy ne- 
cessaries.' And again, *At a great pennyworth pause 
awhile.' lie means, that perhaps the cheapness is 
apparent only, or not real ; or the bargain, by strait- 
enmg thee in thy business, may do thee more harm 
than good. For in another place he says, ' Many 
have been ruined by buying gocd pennysworths.' 
Again, as pour R.chard says, ' It is foolish to lay out 
money in a purc^haso of repentance ;' and yet tbia 
folly IS practised every day at auctions, for want of 
minding the Almtinack. ' Wise men (as poor Dick 
says) learn by others harms, fools scarcely by their 
own i but Felix qwim faciwnl aliena ptricula caiUum,^ 
Many a one, for ttie saKe of finery on the ha.<:.^.,V»K««^ 
gone with a hungry belly, and \\aA$ *v.«l\n«^ >^t^'ft^'* ^^' 
milies : ' faiiik and satins, Bcat\eX ^ii^ '^^^^^^•VvS 
poor Richard Bays) put out the VL\XcYv<iXk tixc • *" 
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new nolihogellmeor; ihevtbinii, 
1 nerer bcnipiit: iTiai a lirila lo be 
■.b. U not »orih rainriinB , ■ A child 
or Richsrd mye) imogino twenlj 
ily yea™ c«n never be speat i biil 
111 or Ihe aienl-tub. bqiI neverpol- 
IB poor Dick 



ifae; bud laben his mli-ica 
e lalue of money, ^ unil Ir 
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And again, ' Pride ia as louJ obaggaraa Want, nd 
b greai u*q1 mora aaocy.' When jou hoTo bouf bl 
•lie Giie ibiiij; ywi must buy leo mora, ihM voor 
apl^cnnnvD may he all of a piece; hut poor |>ie)i 
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Vessels largo may ventore more, 
But little boats ejiould keep near shore/ 

3, however, a folly soon punished ; for, ' Pride 
t dines on vanity, sups on contempt, ' as pooi' 
hard says. And in another place, ' Pride break- 
ed with Plenty, dined with Poverty, And gupped 
h Infanny.' And, after all, of what use is this 
le of appearance, for which so much is risked, so 
sh is suffered 7 It cannot promote health, or ease 
0, it makes no increase of merit in the person; it 
tens misfortune. 

' What is a butterflr ! at \te.m, 
lie's but a caterpillar drest ; 
The gaudy fop's his picture jast/ 

poor Richard says. 

' But what madness must it be to run in debt for 
SB superfluities ! We are offered by the terms of 
) sale six months' credit ; and tlrat perhaps has 
ucod some of us to attend it, because we cannot 
ire the ready money, and hope now to be fine with- 
it. But, ah ' think what you do when you run 
Jebt. You give to another power over your liber- 
If you cannot pay at the time, vou will bfe 
kamed to see your creditor : vou will be in fear 
en you speak to him : you will make poor, pitiful, 
taking excuses, and by degrees come to lose your 
acity, and sink into base downright l^ing; for. aa 
>r llichard says. * The second vice is lying ; the 
It is running in debt.' And again, to the same 
rpoae, * Lying rides upon debt's back ;' whereas a 
o-born Englishman ought not to be ashamed 
r afraid to speak to any man living.^But 
verty often di^prives a man of all spirit and 
tue : * It iri hard for an empty bag to stana upright,' 
poor Kkshard truly says. What would you tbink 
that prince, or that government, who would issue 
edict, forbidding ^ou to dress like a gentleman or 
ntle woman, on pain of imprisonment or serrittidet 
ould you not say, that you were free, have^^tv^v 
dress as you please, and XbaX lofiiv Skiv ^^"«x^«a^^ 
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be a brflBoh of Tour privilofres, anil sneh a 
meol Ijrannicalf And vrl you are Kbom to put rour- 
■elf under ihoi tjTBUny when you run in dubl fur such 
■Irwal Your creditor hoa ■uthorlty, at his plesaure, 
to dsprix yoa of your libsrtT, by confinine vni ia 
jrilfcrlifo, or by Belling yon fe/i Bermrt^.f y<m 
' «bairidnolbe^bIa tapBThm. When you tia*e eat 
ywtr birgiin, you may, pKrbapti, ihiiik ITuis of p 
nWDt : but ' Creditart (poor Itichard islla ua) hi 



. I >n aiiotliBr pUcs 
be Boyi, ' Cradhora an a suparBtitioiis bbcI, fiMal 
observers of set diys nnii timss.' The day sumw 
round before you are nwnra, and ihe demanil is inade 
before you are prepared lo salisfy it. Or if you beat 
your debt in mint], ihAienn irhioM ai first usemed n 

wilfmeoi lo have Mud wings lo bis heelB as mil™ 
-SI hii ahoulilera, ■ Tijuis hsYt a short Lent (soitb 
BOOT Kichard^ v).-^ imh mnney lo bs paid a.t GBBHr.' 
Tben since, a* hn ^nv-^, ' Tbe borrower is a alnve ta 
Ilie lender, and ilic d^bior to tlie creditor:' jnihia ' 
tbe chain, praaeri.i) nnjr frnBdom, opd .maiauia y«II 
independenoy : bj induatrione nnd free; be frunl 
and free. \t prt.«eni. perliapa, you may think yont- 



bear a little extritvagance without injury^ 

'For age and want save while yoii ra 
Flo morning aun Inula a whole day.' 



ir lo build two 
GB poor Eltieb- 
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ThiB doctrine, my friends, is reason and wisdom ; 
but, after all, do not depend too much upon your 
own industry, and frugality, and prudence, though 
excellent things ; for they may be blasted, without 
the blessing of Heaven : and therefore ask that 
blessing hunibly, and be not uncharitable to those 
that at present seem to want it, but comfort and- 
help them. Remember Job suffered, and was after-' 
wardfi prosperous. 

** And now, to conclude, 'Experience keeps a dear 
school ; but fools will learn in no other, and scarce 
in that ; for it is true, we may «:ivc advice, but we 
cannot give conduct,' as ])oor Richarti says. How- 
ever, remember this, ' They tliat will not be coun- 
selled, cannot be helped/ as poor Richard says; and 
further, that * If you will not hear Reason, she will 
surely rap your knuckles.' " 

Thus the old gentleman ended his harrangue. 
The people heard it, and approved the doctrine, and 
immediately practised the contrary jui^t as if it had 
been a common sermon ; for the auction opened, 
and thev began to buy extravagantly-, notwithstand- 
ing all his cautions, and their own fear of taxes. I 
found the good man had thoroujichly studied my Al- 
manacks, and digested all I had dropped on those 
topics, during the course of twenty-five years. The 
frequent mention he made of -me, must have tired 
every one eipe ; but my vanity was wonderfully de- 
lighted with it, though I was conscious that not a 
tenth part of the wisdom was my own, which be as- 
cribed to me, but rather the gleanings that I had 
made of the senpe of nil n^es and nations. How- 
ever, I resolved to be the better for the echo of it; 
and though I had first determined to buy stuff for a 
oew coat, I went away, renolved to wear my old one 
a little longer. Reader, if thou wilt do the same, 
(by profit will be as great as mine. 

I UD, as ever; Cbine to serye thee, 

RICHABX> ^KX]^V>^iA^- 
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INTERNAL STATE OP AUEEIGA. 



B'tit^ a true Description of the Interest tmd F<Akl^ 
of that vast Continent, 

Therk ir a tradition, that in the plantisff of Nev 
Kndand, tho lirdt settlers ntet with many difficulties 
nntJ hnniehinR: as is gonerall.v the case when a ci- 
vilized people attempt establishing: themnelTee io ft 
%)'il(ieriiess country. Being piously dipposed, they 
sought relief from Heaven, dj^ laying their wants aa4 
disirossKs before the Lord, in frequent set days of 
ihstin^ and prayer. Constant meditatinn and die* 
course on these snbjects kept their minds gloomy and 
discontented ; and, like the Children of Israeli tbefe 
were many disposed to return to that Egypt which 
persecution had induced them to abandon. Al leagtbi 
when it was proposed in the Assembly to prooiaioi 
onuthor fust, a farmer of plain sense roue and re- 
marked, timt the inconveniences they euffared, and 
concerning which thny had so often wearied HetTea 
with their conipluintm, were not sofrreat aa they might 
have oxpectt'd, and wore diminisiiinji: erery day an 
the coluuy strengthened ; that the earth begaa to ra* 
Ward tiieir labour, and to furnish liberally for their 
subsistence ; that the seas and rivcre were fband full 
of fish, the air sweet, tin) climate healthy; and. 
above all, that they wore there in the full enjoy meot 
of liberty, civil and religious : he therefore thought. 
that reflecting and conversing on these eubjecte would 
be more comfortable, afi tending more to make them 
i.outented with their situation ; and tliat it would ba 
more becoming the gratitude they owed to the DiviM 
Keing. if. instead of a fast, they ahould procliUm a 
iliank9fivjng. His advice wa? tA^cn; and from, that 
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Jay to tbid tliey have, in every year, observed cir* 
cnmstances of public felicity sufficient lo furnish em** 
ploymcnt for a thanksa;iving day ; whici) is therefore 
constantly ordered and religiouily obBerved. 

I see in the public newsfiapers of different States 
frequent complainip of hard times, deadness of trade, 
^xarcity of money, fcc. &c. Tt is not my intention to 
assert or maintain that these complaints dre entire- 
ly without foundation. There can be no country or 
fiation existing, in which there will not be some pco' 

file so circumstanced as to find it hard to gain o live- 
ihond ; people, who are not in the way of any 
profitable trade, with whom money is scarce, be- 
cause they have nothing to give in exchange for it; 
and it is always in the power of a small number 
to make a great clamour. Bui lot us take a cool 
viow of the general state of our affairs, and per- 
haps the prospect will appear less gloomy than has 
been imagined. 

The great business of the continent is agriculture. 
For one artiznn, or merchant, I suppose we have at 
least one hundred farmers, by far the greatest part 
cultivators of iheir own fertile lan'ls, from whence 
many of them draw not only food nrcrssary for their 
subsistence, but the materials of their clothing, so as 
to need very few foreign supplies : while they have a 
surplus of pro<!uctions to dispose of, whereby wealth 
is gradually accuniuluted. feuch has been llie good- 
ness of Divine Providence to these regions, and so 
favourable the climate, that, since the three or four 
years of hardship in the first settlement of our fathers 
here, a famine or scarcity has never been heard of 
amongst us ; on the contrary, though some years may 
have been more, and others less plentiful, there hav 
always been provision enough for ourselves, and a 
quantity to spare for exportation. And although the 
crops of last year were generally good, never was the i 
farmer better paid for tfiu part he can spare com- ! 
Dierce, as the published price currents auuxvd»xc\^ 
testify. The lands he possesses ate uX-bo ^io^'CvwoaJC^^'^ 
rising Id value with ilie increase oC ^owvA^Vvotv \ ^^^^ 
on the whole, he h enabled to gwe avicVv *^ xv^wV 
fo those who work for bim, ibat tiW vfVv^ ii^^ ^co^^^ 
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«)(1 with the old world roust agree, that in «o part of 
it are the labouring pour so generally well fea, Wiftll 
lodged, and well paid, ae in the United States of 
America. 

If we enter the cities, we find that ainee the ttnh 
volution, the ownere of houses and lots of frouad 
have had their interest vastly aurment^ inTalnai 
rents have risen to an astonishing^ neight, and theaee 
encouragement to mcrease baildme, which «¥eseai* 
ploy mcnt to an abundance of worKmen, as does Mjm 
tiic increased luxury and splendour of living of tbs 
inhabitants thus made richer. These workittaa aO 
demand and obtain much bighor wages than aay 
other part of the world would afford them, and aia 
paid in ready money. This rank of people tiierelon 
do not, or ought not to complain of naro times ; sad 
thc]^ make a very considerable port of the city in- 
habitants. 

At the distance I live from our Amerieaa ish* 
erics, I cannot speak of them with any dMree pf esff* 
tainty ; but I have not heard that the labour c^ tht 
valuable race of men employed in them ia worse ^uMf 
rvr that they meet with less success, than belore tfai 
revolution. The whale-men indeea< have been d^ 
prived of one market for their oil, but another^ 1 heafy 
IS opening for them, which it is hoped may be eqnalty 
advanta^reous ; and the demand is constaDtly iaersai* 
ing for their spf^rmacf^ti candles, which therefore boat 
a much higher price than formerly. 

There remain the merchants and shopkeepeit. 
Of th« se, though they make but a small part or tbs 
whole nation, the number is considerable, too great 
indeed for the business thoy are employed in ; IwdiS 
consumption of goods in every countr^r has its linuia; 
I he faculties of the people, that is, their abilitj to hsj 
and pay, are equal to a certain quantity of morehaa- 
dise. If merchants calculate amiss on thisproportisa, 
and import too much, they will of course ondthaayt' 
dull for the overplus, and some of them will say tbal 
trade languishes. They skoold, and doabtless will, 
grow wiser by experience and import less. 

If too many artificers in town, and farmera frpM 
/he country, flattering t\:iemM\^c% V\<ki Vba. V^ea.' ^ 
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Icadinff easier lires, turn Bhopkeepertj the whole 
natural quantity of that business divided amone 
them all may a^Turd too small a share for each, and 
occasion complaints that trading is dead ; these may 
also suppose that it is owing to scarcity of money, 
while, in fact, it is not so much from the fewness of 
buyers, as from the excessire number of sellers, that 
the mischief arises; and if every shopkeeping farmer 
and mechanic would return to the use of his plough 
and working tools, there would remain of widows 
and other women, shop-keepers sufficient for the bu- 
siness, which might then aHbrd them a comfortabJo 
ZQHintenance. 

Whoever has travelled through the various parts of 
Europe, and observed how small is the proportion of 
people in ailluence or easy circumstances there, com- 
pared with thofle in poverty and misery ; the few rich 
and haughty landlords, the multitude of poor, abject, 
rack-rented, tythe-naying tenants, and half-paiJ and 
half-starved ragged labourers ; and views here the 
happy mediocrity that so generally prevails throup;h- 
out these States, where the cultivator works for him- 
self and supports his family in decent plenty, will 
methinks see abundant reason to blessi Divine Pro- 
vidence for the evident and great difference in our 
favour, and be convinced that no nation known td 
us enjoy a greater share of human felicity. 
^ It 18 true, that in some of the States there are par- 
ties and discords; but lei us look back, and ask irwc 
were ever without ihem ? Such will exist wherever 
there is liberty ; ond perhaps they help to preserve it. 
By the collision of different sentiments, sparks of 
truth are struck out, and political liglit is obtained. 
The different factions, which at present divide us, 
aim all at the public good ; the aifierences are only 
about the various modes of promoting it. Things, 
actions, measures, and objects of all kinds, present 
themselves to the minds of men in such a variety of 
lights, that it is not possible we should all think alike 
at the same time on every subject, wheti Vv^t^i ^^c^ 
same man retains at all timcB the «arc\« Xd^enA o\ ^x« 
Parties are therefore the common \ol o^ \\>rco».^A^ 
Mnd oars are hyno means more nnscVnevo^* ov\«»*^ 
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iieCcial t!inn those of other countries, uations, am 
'\geH, onjoyinf; in the same degree the great blessingf 
of poliijcal liberty. 

Some indocd ainonp: us nre not bo much erievo^ 
(or tlie prcHcnt Ftatc of uur afTairB, as anprenensive 
lor the future. The prowth of luxury alarms them, 
and thoy think we are from that alone in the liigh road 
lo ruin. TJjoy observe, that no revenue is sufficient 
wilhout economy, ami th.'it the most plentiful in- 
come of a whole people from the natural productioDia 
witlieir country mav be dissipated in rain and need- 
h\-iri oxpeuHcs ; ami poverty be introduced in the 
jiluce of c.flliienco. This may be possible. It how- 
cvf^r, rarely happens ; for there seems to be in ever} 
Hution a greater proportion of industry and frugalitv 
whicli tend to cnricli, than of idleneii^s and prodiffalr 
ty, which occasion poverty: so that upon the wnoU 
ilicre id a continual uccumulation. Reflect whai 
.Spain. Gaul, CJprmany, and Britain wi^re in the tiint 
of ilie Ilomuns, inhabited by people little richer that 
iHir sa\a«;cs, tnid considt-r the wealth that they ai 
present popsess, in numerous wcil-built cities, im 
proved farms, ricii moveables, mueazinea 8tockG( 
with valuublc manufactures, to say nothing of plate 
'jeu( Is and coined money ; and all this, notwithstand 
ini^ their ba«l. wasteful, plunderinff ;;;overnments, nm 
their mad <l<*strmtive wnra ; and y«'t luxury and ex 
travagaiit living has never suflered much restraint ii 
those i-osnitrio8. Then consitler the great nroportioi 
of indiistriuMs frugal t'armers inhabiting tlie interio: 
parts of these American States, and of whom tin 
liody of our nation consists, and judge -whether it ii 
po3sil)le thi'.t the luxury of our seaports can be suffi 
rient lo ruin such a country. If tiie importation o 
foreign luxuries could ruin a people, we should pro 
hably have been ruined long ago ; for the British na 
lion claimed a right, and practised it, of importinj 
among us not only the superfluities of their own pro 
duction, but those of every nation under heaven ; W( 
bought and consumed them, and yet wo flouriahei 
and grew rich. At present our independent govern 
ments may do what we could not then do, diacourag< 
MV heavy duticP; c>v preveul \>"y Xx^wj'J v'E^^vlL^ai^x\^iM 
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such importations, and thereby grow richer; if, in- 
deed, which may admit of dispute, the desire •f 
adorning ourselves with fine clothes, possessing fine 
furniture, with elegant houses, &c. is not, by strong- 
ly inciting to labour and industry, the occasion of 
producing a greater ralue than is contained in the 
gratification of tha^ desire. 

The agriculture and fisheries of the United States 
are the great sources of our increasing wealth. He 
that puts a seed into the earth is recompensed, per- 
haps, by receiving forty out of it, and he who draws 
a nsh out of our water draws up a piece of silver^ 

Let us (and there is no doubt but we shall) be at- 
tentive to these, and then the power of rivals, with 
all their restraining and prjonibitinif acts, cannot 
much hurt us. We are Aons of the earth and seas, 
and, like Antaeus in the foble, if in wrestling with a 
Hercules, we now and then receive a fall, the touch 
of our parents will communicate to us fresh strength 
and vigour to renew the contest. 
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V 

* INFORMATION TO THOSE WHO 1 

u REMOVE TO AMERICA. 



Maut frarsona in Europe have directly, < 
terB, expressed to the writer of this, who is 
quainted with North America, their desire 

Sorting and establishinj^ themselves in that 
tit who appear to have formed, through i^ 
mistaken lueae and expectations of what is 
tained there ; he thinks it may be useful, anc 
inconvenient, expensive, and fruitless rem( 
voyages of improper persons, if he gives soi 
er notions of that part of the world than c 
have hitherto prevailed. 

He finds it is imagined by numbers, tho 

habitants of North America arrt rich, cnpal 

warding, and disposed to reward, all sorts 

1 nuity ; that they are at the same time ignon 

I the sciences, and consf^quenlly that f^trang 

' eessing talents in the belles-lettres, fine n 

~ must be highly esteemed, and so well pa 

become easily rich t!h>mselvps ; that there 

abundance of profitable offices to be dis 

which the natives are not qualified to fill ; 

having few persons of family among them, s 

of birth must be greatly respected, and of cc 

sily obtain the best of those offices, which \\ 

all their fortunes ; that tho governments to< 

courage emigrations from Europe, not onlv 

expense of personal transportation, but g*i 

gratis to strangers, with ncgroos to work U 

] utensils of husbandry, and stocks of cattle. 

1 are all wild imaginations ; and those wh 

America with expectations founded upon tb 

sorely find themselves disaitpointcd. 

The truOi h, that though there are in tliat 
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ftiw people so miserable as the poor of Europe, therA 
are also very few that in Europe would be called 
rich : it is rather a general happy TDediocrity that 
prevails. There are few great proprietors of the soil 
and few tenants ; most people cultivate their own 
lands, or follow some handicraft or merchandise ; 
very few rich enough to live idly upon their rents or 
incomes, or to pay the high prices given in Europe 
for painting, statues, architecture, and the other 
works of art that are more curious and useful. 
Hence the natural geniuses that have risen in Ame- 
rica, with such talents, have uniformly quitted that 
country for Europe, where they can be more suitably 
rewarded. It is true that letters and mathematical 
knowledge are in esteem there, but they are at the same 
time more common than is apprehpnded; there being 
already existing nine coUeges.nr universities, viz. fouir 
in New England, and one in each of the provinces of 
Npw York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
and Virginia — all furnished with learned professors ; 
besides a number of smaller academies : these edu- 
cate many of their youth in the languages, and thoso 
sciences that qualify men for the [irofessions of divi- 
nity, law or physic. Strangers, indeed, are by no 
means excluded from exercising those professions ; 
and the quick increase of inhabitants every where 
gives them a chance of employ, which they have in 
common with tho natives. Of civil offices or em- 
ployments, there are few ; no superfluous ones, as 
in Europe ; and it is a rule established in some of tho 
States, that no office sliould he so profitable as to 
make it desirable. The 36th article of the constitu- 
tion of Pennsylvania runs expressly in these words: 
"As every freeman, to preserve his independence, 
(if he has not a sufficient estate.) ought to have somo 

{irofession, calling, trade, or farm, whereby he may 
lonestly subsist, there can be no necessity for, nor 
use in establishing, offices of profit ; the usual efiectB 
of which are dependence ana servility ; unbecoming 
freemen, in the possessors and expectants ; €«)fiX\«m, 
contention, corruption, and disordei auxoii^ ^^ V*!j^' 
plo. Wherefore, whenever wi o&ce, x\«o>^^ ^"^^ 



QM 



E8SAT& 






L 



crease of tees or otherwise, Leco Ba ei flo proitaU64g 
to occuion manv to apnlj for it, the profita ong^it 11 

be lessened by the le^nslatare." 

These ideas prevailing mure or leas in the UniCd 
States, it can nut be worth anj raan's while, who hai 
a means of iiviucr at borne, to expatriate oimself ii 
liopes of obtaining a pro6table eivil office in ^neri' 
ca ; and as to miiitarT oflicea, they are at an end witft 
the war, tlie armies 'being disbanded. Moch lessil 
it advisable for a person to eo tbither, who heavfl 
other quality to recommend nim than hia birth, b 
Europe it has indeed its value ; but it is a comnofi' 
tv that cannot be carried to a worse market.lfabi tt 
tuat of America, where people do not inqwre eOB' 
ccmine a stranger, What is he? but What com ke dtA 
If he has any useful art he is welcome ; end if hi 
exercises it, and behaves well be will be respected 1^ 
all that know him : but a mere man of qniditT. .whi 
on that account wants to live upon the pubue fafl 
some office or salary, will be despised and diare^nt 
ed. The husbandman is in honour there, and evM 
the mechanic, because their employmenta are uaeAil 
The people nave a saying, that God Almightj I 
himself a mechanic, the^^reatest in the univwae ; asf 
he is respected and admired more for the variety, in 
genuity, and utility of his handicraft worbe, than foi 
the antiquity of his family. They are pleased wit! 
the observation of a ne^ro, and frec|uently mention it 
that Boccarorra (meaning the white man) make di 
black man workee, make de horse workee, make di 
ox workee, make ebery ting workee, onlj de hor 
He, de hog, no workee ; he eat, he drink, be waU 
about, he go to sleep when he please, he lib like a g6n< 
tleman. According to these opinions of the Ameri* 
cans, one of them would think himself more oUiaik 
to a genealogist, who could prove for him that Idi 
ancestors and relations for ten generations baud baei 
ploughmen, smiths, carpenters, turners, weavers, taa< 
nors, or even shoe-makers, and consequently thai 
they were useful members of society ; than if hi 
could only prove that they were gentlemen, denq 
nothing of value, but living idly on the laboor a 
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Willi rpgBrd to tlie encouiapeniBnt for strangers 
from goTornmeni , i!ie» ure tnWy only whsl ars lie- 
rived rrom good lawi and litiFri}. SlreiieerB ara 
welcome, becauw Ibete ii room Fnoiitrli for ilieni all, 
and Iherefore the old inhabitontB ara not jealous of 
thpmi the IftWB protect Ihem Bufficientlj, eo ihatlliey 
have no need of Ihe palronaee df praat tnen ; and 
evBryone vill enjoy aeFurely the proEtH ofhiB indus- 
try. But if he docB not brin^ a fbrtune nitli faim lie 
must work and he induetriouB ta live. Une or two 
yeaiB residence give him nil the rights of a citizen : 
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I BeltlerB bj paying their pnBBa™, giving land, 
EruES, uteniila, slock, or any athrr kino uf etnoiu- 
^nt whalBoever. In short, Amrrica a the land of 
■oar, and bv no means what Ihe Eiigliah call Luh- 
■land, and I^B French Pay de Cocagnt, wheie ths 
Bote ore said to be paved wiih halr-pnok loaves, 
( houses liled with pancakea, and where ihe fowls 
ahoul ready roasted, crying, dim cat mi. 
..,__ ._ . ■ i. advaniBgBous J And what 
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ipied in an ace (u come, insomuch ihat Ihe pro- 
y of an hnndred ncrss of fertile soil, full of wood, 

he oblained near the frontiers, in many places, 
ighl or ion euineae ; heartv young labouring men, 

understand the hushandry of corn and cottle, 

mny esBily establish tbemselves there. A IJItlc 
r, sated of Ihe good wages thev receive ihere 
they work for others, enahlcs iFiem to bu]' (he 
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liiDil snil begin Ilieir pluitalian, in whic 
nsBialcd b,v (be eood will or ihgir ncigbl 
some credi'l. Mifltitudei of poor people 
land. Irelnitd, Sculland, and Getdwii;, h- 
nieana in a few jean bpcanc wealthy Tu 
in Iheir nvn connlriee, whi.e all the liDi 
occupied, nnd Iha wsge* of lubour low, c 
hcive emerged from ihe mean condilion wl 

From Ihe Bnlubrit; ot (he sir, the lieii 

cncouracenient lo early mnrriagBB, Ly tli 
uf KNhHinteni^B In cullivaliiifr the eirlh, II 

America', ami hBromei elilT more so by Ih. 
iir firBngers; hence there is a coniinuul ' 
morii arriaunB of all tlie neraiiHary and at 
(u Biiniily ihoB? cullivElura of the earlli w 
iim) wfib fumitiirp nnd iilenallB of tbe en 
tvldcli cannot go wpH be brunebt frum Eu 
Icrntily gt,ai wnrkmcn in am of [hue met 
uro Bure la Ond employ, sncl lo be well pa 

from exercixInE on}' art ihey understant 
ipermtfiii'iu aocMMmar*. If thsy an^ poor, 
lirHUBBtrvanlB or journeymen; and iflhnj 
inrtiiMriiMiB, and (nigal, ihey aiion hecon 



who having n nnmher i.f children to proTi 
doairouB of bringing ihem up to induilry. 
pure EHiBlea lo ihcir postBrily, liaiB oppo 
lining it in Amirlca, which Europe does 



lands, which daily become more Talunblo 
ereana nf people, afford a solid prospect of 
lunflB ihereanFr for (hose children. Tb 
I Ilia Ilia linown uvetal in>UiDCAe<i( l&if 
laiiO bou^lil on whtti was then xVo ftoaVw 
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sylvania, for ten pounds per hundred acres, which, 
after twenty years, when the settlements oad been 
extended far beyond tbensj sold readily, without any 
improvement made upon them, for three pounds per 
acre. The acre in America is the same with the 
English acre, or the acre of Normandy. 

Those who desire to understand the state of go* 
vernment in America, wonid do well to read the con- 
stitutions of the several States, and the articles of 
confederation which bind the whole together fur ge- 
neral purposes, under the direction of one AsBcraUy, 
called the Congress. These constitutions have been 
printed, by order of Congresft, in America ; two edi- 
tions of them have been printed in London ; and a 
g^ood translation of them into French, bus lately 
been published at Paris. 

Several of the princes of Europe having of late, 
from an opinion of advantage to arise b^ producing 
all commodities and manufactures withm their own 
dominions^ so as to diminish or render useless ^heir 
importations, have endeavoured to entice workmeji 
from other countries, by high salaries, privileges, d&c. 
Many persons pretending to be skilled in various great 
manufactures imagining that America must be in 
want of them, and tlsat tne Congress would probabtv 
be disposed to inoitate the princes abovementioned, 
have proposed to go- over on condition of having their 
passage paid, lands given, salaries appointed, exclu- 
sive privileges fur terms of years, 6lc. Such pcrsoos, 
4in reading the articles of confederatioii, will find that 
the Congress have no power committed tu them, or 
money put into their hands for such purposes ; .and 
that, if any such encouragement is given, it must be 
by the government of some separate State. This, 
liowover, baa rarely bnen done in America ; an6 
when it has been done, it has rarely succeeded, so as 
to establish a manufacture, which the country was 
not yet so ripe for as to encourage private persons to 
act it up ; labour being ceuerallj^ too dear, dinicuft to be 
kept together, e^ery one desiring to be am^'9\«&t,^\w«!L 
the cheapness of land indininz TOKt\"j xo \^«:«i*vc^^«* 
for agricfiJrure. Some indeed w* n\^x V\\>^ %^s.<;i«'*' 
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und are carried og id adraatan ; bat ik 
Ti'N aueh ■< require onlr afeir hand*, 
rnai part of [fa« vink is pcrforoMd b 
Condi Ihsi are bulk}', and or ao aokSl ■ 
veil la bear the BxpenKiorfntialit.niaja 
cheaper in the cminirv il-.aii ibay can b 
and i>ie iBanur>'-iurF or piieIi jruwia arUl 
nbenrer ibera '.> a >"f5/mt demand. 
ii ABuricB pruilura inJcf J a^vd deal 
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p!o who cannot eet land nant^ employ 

produces in plpoty 'lie firm niDierial ; bul 
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al probiliitinn'. or liirli duiiea 
or each atliifrd Rooda: by whicb 
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rvrpaiBBlia America da nattataeUaiG 
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projecta. The people by this means are not imposed 
on cither by the merchant or mechanic ; if the mer- 
chant demands too much profit on imported shoes^ 
they buy of the shoemaker; and if ha asks too high a 
price, they take them of the merchant : thus the two 
professions are checks on each other. The shoe- 
maker howerer has, on the whole, a considerable 
f>ro&t on his labour in America, beyond what ho 
lad in Europe, as he can add to' his price a sum 
nearly equal to all the expenses of freight and com- 
miHsion, risk or assurance, &c. necessarily charged 
by the merchant. And the case is the same with 
the workman hi every other mechanic aft. Hence 
it is, that the artisans generally live better and more 
easily in America than in Europe ; and such as are 
good economists make a comfortable provision for 
age, and for their children Such may, therefore^ 
move -.vith nilvantage to Ameriira 

In thrt old long-settled countries of Eurone, all arts,, 
trades, professions, farms. 6z,c. are so full, that it is 
<iif!iiult for a poor man who has childi;en to place 
them where they may gain, or loarn to gain, a decent 
livelihood. The artisans, who fear creating future 
rivals in business, refuse to take apprentices, but 
upon conditions of money, maintenance, or the like, 
which the parents are unable to comply with. — 
Hence the youth are dragged up in ignorance of every 
gainful art, and obliged to becom« soldiers or servants, 
or thieves, for a subsistence. In America the rapid in- 
crease of inhabitants takes away that fenrof rivalsliip, 
and artisans willingly receive apprentices from the 
Iiopo of profit by thoir labour, during the remainder 
of the time stipulated, after thny shall be instructed. 
Hence it is easy for poor families to get their children 
instructed ; for the artisans are so desirous of ap- 
prentices, that many of them will even give money 
(() the parents, to have boys from ten to fifteen >earf« 
of age bound appentices to them, till the age cf 
twenty-one ; and many poor parents have, by that 
means, on their arrival in the country , Y«A«.«iA \tv«twV3 
enough to buy land sufficient to eH\a\>V\«\\ x\\«^tk»^Vi^"*^ 
and toBobsJet the rest of the famWy \ri a^V\c>»Nxv.x«> 



lu iai\« u aw «▼ j#> •^^w, M«. ... I 

one that eatB bread, eren the richer«t f 1 
relieving; the poor is incuinbont on tl;fi ri 
tiiis oparation the whole burden i» laid on 
who is to reliftvc the rich at tlie sun'c tin 
poor, too, those who are maintained hy i' 
have no ri^ht to claim tliis eacrillcc of the 
while they have tiieir allowance, it make 
enco to them, whetlier bread be cheap' 
Thosrt woikiner poor, who now mind bi" 
//tv orybvr days in the week, if bread kI 
dear as to oblige them to work the whole i 
by the commandment, do not seem to be 
80 U4 to hove a ri<;ht to public rcdresH. 
then remain, comparilivel^', only a few 
every district, who from nickness or a pi 
of children, will l>e so distressed by a h 
corn, ns need relief; and these should bf 
of by particular bcnefaetions, without res 
farmer's profit. 

Those who fear, that exportation may 
the country of corn, as to starve oureelve 
never did, nor never can ha|)pen. Thev ; 
when thev view the tide ebbinf^ towards 
that all the water will leave the river 
••Mm I'lkn waier will And \t» own level 
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br<» a more steady encouragement toaj^ricultnrc. 
nation would all have bread at this middle 
and that nation, which at any time inhumanly 
8 to relieve the distreBses of another nation, 
fen no comparison when in distress itself. 

the Effect of Dearmta of ProvUionM trpotk 
Working, and upon MawifaeturtM, 

I common people do not work for pleasure ^en* 
, bnt from necessity. Cheapneu of nrorisinns 
them more idle ; less work is then done, it is 
more in demand proportionally} and ofcourso 
'ico rises. Dearness of provisions oblieet tho 
facturer to work more aays and more fiours ; 
nore work is done ihan equals the usual de- 
: of course it becomes cheaper, and the mantr- 
tm in consequence. 

Of an Open Trade. 

hapB in general, it would be better if govern- 
meddled no further with trade, than to protect 
d let it take its course. Most of the statutes ot 

edicts, arrets, and placarta of parliaments, 
BS, aud stRtcn, for retaliating, direcrin^;, or re- 
\ng of trade, have we think, been either potiticftl 
«frfl, or jobH obtained by artful m«n for private 
ttagtts under pretence of public good. When 
rt assembled some of the wise old merchants of 
;e, and desired their advice and opinion how be 

best serve and promote corameree ; tbcir an- 

ofter consultation, was in three words only. — 
exuousfaire; *' Let us alone/'^-It is said bv 
Y solid writer of the same nation, that he is well 
icrd iu the science politics, who knows the fuU 

of that maxiiu, Pat trvp Gouverner, ** not to 
n too much ;" which, perhaps, would be of 

use when applied to trade, than in any ether 
,: concern. U were theiefore '^.^LJfj^'ortlxt^'*^ 
icrce were as free betwAeo alk^^'^'^jRntflanU'. 
Las USs between the »«ver»lr'^«*» ^* ^"^^ 
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ESSATB. 
Of Paptr OrtdU, 



It it impossible for goferunent to cirt 
fix the extent of paper credit, which m 
floetuate. GoTemment may as well pr 
do» n rules for the operations, or the • 
rrerjr indiridual in the oourse of hia 
aeeminif; temporarj evil aritioff oiUBt oa 
itBocrncore. 



( 



Hfy^^*^ 



ESSAYS. 



'j«w 



HUxMOaOUS ACCOUNT OF A CUSTOM 
AMONG THE AMERICANS, ENTI- 
TLED WHITE-WASHING. 

AWibuted to th^ Pen of Dr. Franklin. 

Although the followinf^ article has not yet ap- 
>are(l in any collection of the works of this great 
lilopopher, we are inclined to receive the general 
>inion, (from the plainness of the style, and tba 
imour which characterizes it J to be the pcfomi' 
ICC of Dr. Franklin. — 

My wish is to give you some account of the pcjp- 
e of these new States, but I ann far from being qoa- 
Se<l f'>r the purpose, having as yet seen little moro 
an the cities of New YorK and Philadb)phia> I 
&ve discoTored hut few additional singularitiet amoog 
lem. Their customs and manners Are nearly the 
Line with those of England, which they have long 
sea used to copy. For, previous to the Revolution, 
te Americans were from their infancT taught to louk 
p to the English as patterns of perfection iaall thiogp. 
Bave observed, however, one custom, which, for' 
jght I know, is peculiar to this country ; au ftu- 
9Unt of it will serve to fill up the remainder of tlijs 
jeet, and may afford you some amusement. 
When a young couple are about to enter into the 
mtrimonial state, a never-failing article in the mar- 
agrt treaty in, that the lady shall have and enjoy 
le free and unmolested exercise of the rights of 
hiU'Washing, with all its ceremonials, privileges 
ad appurtenances. A young woman would forego 
le must atlvantageous ccmnexion, and even disap- 
oiot the warmest wir>h of h^^r heart, rather than re- 

SD tiie iavaluahle right You would wonder what 
I piWilege of white-wjLthmg is : I will endeavour 
Lglre yoD aome idea of the ceremony, as 1 have 
MnStperfnnned. »^ v, \ a^ 

There ia no season of the yeat \tt ^VCvwa vo» !^^^ 
my not diB^im h&r privileKe, \\' *W v^*»JW^ N ^^ 4 

M 



p 



"«^ these aVe «;' "' "'« « 
ret tl,ev a^pV',^';^ **'^nc 

*'''t^' a fi,,;.„, •. "'^"-firvo i 

no timf> ^ b j'7'« ^i««oiv, 
»Parfmen torp; '^' ^'« i 
property iVken"""' T''^^'' 

nothing for it ? * ""Por/a,, 

paintings, nrinf! ^/""^^^ sfrl 
»«</ tab/ei? fc^^r -nod ^, 



eKapei DniDmrnaged. It wnuld ncem » if ths day 

houBfl were Jrageed funh iu jiid^enl. In this lem- 
p««i Iha (TiirdB of Lesr DKtuFHlly prrunt theniMlfei, 
and Diishl, with aams alteratiun, be made ■Iriclly 
•pplicebJe : 

— ^— " l.at the ([Teat godB, 

That keep Ihii dreadful pudder o'er uur heaila. 
Find out their sii'niiea now. Tremble thou wretch. 
Thai hut within (hee, undiTul|>ed criiian 
Unwhip'd of juBtice!'' 

■■ CloM ppnl up cuili, 



ThBBI 



eadfal n 



ondoBh 



impleted, and the houM thn- 
valTa anil ceilin^a of every room and clunnl with 
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» by »■ 






niuK in her hund, and it bucket nilhin reacli, eha 
doaliea awuy iuniinierablp gnlluns of viai-.r againal 
the glaai panes ; tu tliR great aimoyance of iJii: pas* 

lliave bwa told lliai an itclinn at ]nwwas*nncn 
brought Bgainal one of these waier-nympiia hy a per- 
son who had a new euit of clolliee apuited iiy ibis 
operation: but after lone areuraeni, il waa deifrmin- 
ed by the whola court lliat the action woulii nut lie, 
inaimucb ai the defendant wna in iha eiercife of a 
le^l rijciit, and not answerable fortheennnequencea; 
-tnil ao th« poor (enlleman vaa doabl; non luttedi 




earn /^"y cha," 






TlbJe; 
ihepi 
tiibls t, 






Ks from the cxliblatioas of wet floors or dump 
If). 

know fi jsrentlomnn. \v|io \va«» foud of ocrountiii,"- 

I'Vfry thinfr in a jihil'^H;.}!! '-.rrl w.iy. He (:oi:5ii''M 

, wliir.li 1 liiivo eM'i< •! a r. wsl'ii!;. a i-j;vl ['i-rii.J\.:r 

ittse, peculiur tu the climate. Ills train i.rjru.-im- 

J3 ingenious and whimsical ; but I am uot at 

uro tu ^ive yuu a detail. The result whs, that he 

)d the distemper tu be iucurahle ; but after mucit 

ly he conceived he hud ditfcuvered a method to 

trt the evii he could not subdue. For thi^ pur- 

d he caused a small buildiup;, about twelve fatt 

ire, to be erected in liis garden, and furnished 

1 some ordinary ciiuirs and tublus ; and a few 

t3 of the cheapest sort were iuing aguinst the 

Is. His liupe wuH, that wh^n the white-waHhing 

zy seized the fomulos of Jiis family, they might^ 

iir to this apartment, aiid t;crub, nnd swear, and 

ir, tu their heart's content ; and so Hnend tlie vio- 

e uf the disease on tiiis out-po<t, while be enjuyeil 

i^elf in quiet at bt^ad quarters. But the expori- 

t did not onswer biH expoctutiuns ; it wur ini- 

>ible it should, since u nrincipul purl of the gniti- 

iun consists in the ludy having an uncontrolled 

t tu torment iier husband ut leust once a year. 

to turn him out uf doors, and take the ruins of 

'rnmenl into her uwn hands. 

here is a much better contrivance than this of 

f)hilo8upher*s; which ii*, to cover the walls of 

house with paper : this is generally done ; and, 

.gh it cannot abolish, it at least shortens the 

ud of female dominion. ^ The paper is decorated 

. flowers of various fancies, and made bo orna* 

tal. that the women have, admitted the fashion 

out percemng the design. 

here is also another alreviatlon of the liusbond's 

ess; he generally has the privilege of a small 

1 or ctoBCt for his hooks andf papers, the key of 

'h he in allowed tu keep. This is considered us u 

ileged place, and stands like the land uf Goshen 

I the plagues of Egypt But then he roust be ex- 

icly cautioiiR; end ever on his guard; for t-hould 
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«. gciiiiciimu was Hued Dy tl 
man, on a charg^e found again 
books, to the amount of 30 
Strongly imprcRsed with an id 
ed the debt and taken a rece 
action was of long standing, 
iind the receipt. The suit v 
the time approached when juci 
ed against him. He tlien sal 
j amine a large bundle of old 

i Untied and displayed on a tab 

the midst of his search, he wa 
oa business of importance ; 
door of his room. The houj 
Jong looking out for such an 
! utely entered with the usual 

great alacrity fell to cleaning 
things to rights. The first obj. 
was the confused situation of t 
■. these were without delay bui 

niany diriy knives and forks : I 
)i piece of paper fell unnoticed oi 

J pened to be the very receipt 

J 110 very respectable appearai 

I swept out with the common 




tie police; but, on ftirlher ioauiry, 
iDUB rile, preparnlorj ro ihe ■BlilMIn : 
:, ilie only rcligiona rire in whicli the 
rim ofllii* ciij perfectly afiree. The 



ilinual risk of having a bucket uf dirly 
wn a^iinsl 1m9 len : bm s Fhiladetpliitii 
I much' accuelomed In Ibe ilanKer, that be 



niib rnURJi 
on, tlinl I 



Pliilailelphiaii maj be known 
.:. Th.' — .„. of ti»w York 
indeed are not 
Bwepl from be- 



w Yorker, n 
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( Im induced, Trum 



tu rceign Ibcir privilef'e. Nuiwllhatand- 



rlmODiiil bond- 



' inoM failbfiil 
no greal ea'uiie lu coiopUin 
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! In tilt Character of a Ladj 

THK SAilL HA^ 

i Sir, 

f 

, 1 HATE rateljT seon a letter u 

■J r^hiie-washingn m which that in 

t;iOod houRe-wifp is treated with 
1 fihould probably have furgot ti 
ibis time: but tlie seaBon comi 
women think suitable for cleanaii 
from smoke and dirt (<f the winte 
nuthor dished up in every tamiiy 
|;erformance quoted wherever a 
rxercise her reanonable prero^at 
duties of her atutiun. Women gon 
time to better purposes than scril 
imd comforts of a family rest prii 
Hhouldera ; hence it is that there 
nuthora; and the men, knowing 1 
iittentions are to their happiness, 
Tunity of discouraging literary ac 
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1 say, women generally employ their time to much 
better purposes than scribbling ; otherwise this face- 
tious writer had not gone so long unanswered. We 
nave ladiee who sometimes lay down the needle, and 
take up the pen ; I wonder none of them have at- 
tenripted some reply. For my part, I do not pretend 
to be an author. I never appeared in print in my 
life, but I can no longer forbear saying something. in 
answer to such impertinence, circulate how it mar. 
Only, sir, consider our situation. Men are naturally 
inattentive to the decencies of life ; but why should I 
be so complaiaant ? I say, they are naturally filthy 
creatures. If it were not that their connexion with 
the refined sex polished their manners, and had a 
happy influence on the general oconomy of life, these 
lords of the creation would wallow in filth, and po- 
pulous cities would infect the atmosphere with their 
noxious vapours. It is the attention and assiduity 
of the women that prevent men from degenerating 
into mere swine. How important then are the eer- 
vices we render ; and yet for these rerv services we 
are made the subject of ridicule and fun. Base in- 
gratitude ! Nauseous creatures ! Perhaps you may 
think 1 am in a passion. No, sir, I do assure you I 
never was more composed in my life, and yet it is 
enough to provoke a saint to see how unreasonably 
we are treated by the men. Why now, there's nay 
tnishand — a good-enough sort of mnn in the niain-^ 
hut I will give you a sample of him. He cmae int« 
the parlour the otlier day, where, to be sure I was 
cuttmg up a piece of linen. '* Lord \" says be, 
** what a nutter here is ! I can't bear to see the par- 
lour look like n tailor's shop ; l)esides, 1 am |[oin^ ta 
make some important philosophical experimental 
and must have sufficient room.'' You must know 
my husband is one of vour woold-be-philoaophen. 
WsH, I bundled up my finen as ijniek as I eouM, ani 
becan to darn a pair of ruffles, which took no roooi, 
oDfl could give no ofi*enee. I thong[hf^ bowarar^ I 
would catch my lord and master's iiapottaiit boflip 
nesa. In about half an hour the tahfa^w%»^smgig>> 
with tJ] mumer af trumpery ; YraiU\»% w- ^i^M* > *■**■ 

M2 



or dntga, psttebnarda, jiiper end eudf, glue, paste 



3a, npper .. „ , _ 

jBt, knives, BcUsora, Dccdl**, r 

»'', "Ps. jsgfl, in«,»i«" 

I.nrdhlessme! ram ■! 



□f btenth, &nri ;(t 1 

artideq, Wvll, to WOTK da wem^^nq nirnongn i (in 

anyone operation. '! was glad of ihni, I p on (em 
snJ wiih Eood reKfinn loo : (or, efVHr he hud TatiEUSi 

'and hs'l cnlli^il tha aer'anrii Id clear evtry thioj 
avay, I took ■ now of the arPDB my parlour ezhHiil 
ed, I sliall 'DiH araa Blletnpt n niinute ilRscri|iriaB~ 
■iiffiro i( iasa;,lliat he had overael hi? itjfc-atanft, UK 
Btflincd my bsal mBhogBny labia wilk lAk : he hei 
apill a quonfitj of vilriiil, nnd burnt alar^o hole ir 

■ m^ oupet ! m,v msrble hearth waa all oT«r spollet 
With melted roein : beaidea ihU, ha hud broken threi 

said hoforo, I perceived ltiB[ ha had Dot iuoceedodit 
Bay OHO optration. By tti9 b»o, tell youf friend. Ihi 



Bay, I look a lis* of inr um nna 
nhiloiionliic hualund had occasiimi 
nat, like PaiiencG on n monument, i 
but it worked inwardly. T u'ould all 



broken wlne-glaaMa, Mpt 
' iif depaned dwantorai 1 



grirf; 

onlbi 

_ ._ jal, M 

on my dear marble benrlh, and my beaailtul carpM 
II ia not IrUB Ihn womfln hvf'n no pover over thni 
dwnfeeliani for nolwilhs lauding thi> prDVi»Bl>4 

ed'^v^r^"!^' "l "That a Ud"^of mVa="'i^"«. o 
had fold ma, lliat t^^TPa")" nhy pKilodopliara arc 
taUeil Hfcwii. WBilpW. hBCBU«B lliey make a graal 
((Sir. not.ft-wWmorB: liuiMAf,lJia a^vanf riaajn 
eil«*a]>. «ad ooivn »at laBHwamptitr. AfiSBifii 
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* moiB dajsand mgreTiiiuni 



r"/" 


Open Trait. 




"»-■, 


>( wouM be 1; 


Kttsr ifgoiern- 


noAirliifl 


rwithlrndc, 


Ihan 10 prulBVI 


flkaX'oui. 


irso. MoSloflhBitBlUlMOf 


bgw., > 


nd pUcBTls 


nf pBdl«n«ii", 


K 


i»lKmV,'"b«'B oUh/r p'oUtiCBl 


^K 


Hri'by artrut 


r. good. Wh«p 
>liJ mcrchanli of 


■i 


MM DPpubN 


P^E 




opiiiion hui. he 
aree: tboir bo- 
o words iinly.— 


rij 


j^^'t la ihre 


*■ 'i 




-)l i. Hid b» 






>. ibu bi U wdl 




^'V -hoknoirJthBrull 










v-C 


h, iTouW tw uf 




.V^^^w isiDTMher 


■" V -i- 


f 


MtiMTtaftbv 


'^'A 


1 


latte^aaA,-. 



~-'t' 



oe duly provided with meat 
and lodging, and ac it° o: 
new suit of clotlies, but also 
read, write, and cast uccoui 
\yell instructed in tlio art or 
or Boine other, by which lit 
livelihood, and he able in h 
A copy of this indenture is 
or his friends, and the mae 
it, to which recourBB ma^^n 
by the master in any point 
desire among the masters t( 
ployed in working for them, 
pUSJ age of young persons of t 
arrival, agree to serve them 
years ; those who have oli 
ogreeing for a shorter term, 
skilly and the conseauent ir. 
service ; and those wno have 
longer term, in consideration 
their poverty would not per 
their own country. 

The almost general medioc 
vails in America, obliging it) 
business for subsistence. tbn< 
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I coHFlis thol I do not entirely ipprsTe of this 
conalilulion ai nreaent: but, *ir, lam not sure I 
shall never npprove it; Tor having lived loni;, I 
hsvs experienced man; inslancea or beiD[ obliged, 
by better informalioii. or fuller ooniida ration, to 
change opjniuns btsd on iinpuitaat lubiectB, which 
I onp.e thought right, but found to be otliprwisc. It 
. is, therefore, that the older I grow, the mure apt I 

iBjudgme- "'■■■ 



Sleel, a 



in posBexsian uf ail 
ditfar ' 



lion telia the P.TM. 

only diirerence between our two churches, in Iboir 

Rooiiph church ii inrallible. and the cburch of 
England never in the wrong.' But, thoueh many 
private uereona think almost as highly uf their own 
rnfallibihly as tlial of their sect, Cev eipreaa it >» 
naliirally ea a cartaio Freneh laJy, who, in a liitla 

happens, sister, hut 1 meet with nobody but mysell' 
that is alwava in the rlEhi." Iln'y aqtataaiqai a 
toujouri raiaon. In ihPBo aentimenll', air, 1 agree 
lothia cunstilulioD, with all lla faulta, if tliey are 

■ Oar reaioai Ibr ucrlbiDg tMi tpoecli la Dr. Fruktin, 
perledictl publicallon. 






luuBt ne liTa prohibition of nzp 
to take a low price, not of the y. 
<mo that eats bread, even the i 
relieving the poor is incuniboi 
this operation the whole harder, 
who is to reliftTc the rich at thi 
poor, too, those who are niaintf 
have no ri^ht to claim this sacri 
while they have their allowanci 
enco to them, whether bread 1 
Thosrt woikiner poor, who now 
/7W or ybwr days m the week, if 
dear as to ohiiere thcin to work tl 
by the command mont, do not s- 
flo as to have a ri<;ht to public i 
then remain, compnritivelv, on) 
every district, who from nicknes 
of children, will I>e so distrcssei 
<?orn, ns need relief; and these s 
of by particular bcnefaatione, witj 
farmer's prolit. 

TiioRe who fear, that cxportati 
the country of corn, as to starve i 
never did, nor never can ha[)pen. 
when they view the tide ebhintr t< 




aliall icthearlil/ and nnaDimoailT in rccnmmeiidiDe 



PREFEBESCE OF BOWS AND ARROWS 
in WAR TO FIRE-ARMS. 



F!iiladelphi», Feb. 11, 177G, 

Tarn bearer. Horn. Arirndpl. is direCtaJ bj llie C()d- 
grca* tu r?|injr lii Gdiiurnl Mehurlei', in unler 1o b« 
einployeJ by hirninlhearlillcry iprrice, Hu projiomfl 



I iupcired tho incloiej the oilier day frfiin an ofl 
•er. Mr. Ne»lnn.l. whoierved in irie two Insi wur 
tnd 1P3I known by General Gates, who aijoka w^vv 
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